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Wisconsin Roundabouts 
- 193 on the State System – 
- 75 on local system  
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Why roundabouts ? 
 Fewer conflicts points 
 Lower speed 
 Low severity crash 
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Introduction 

 What IS - and what IS NOT - a roundabout? 
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Rotary converted to a roundabout  
Ulster, New York 

NEW 

OLD 
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Driving roundabouts - Trucks 
- CDL Manual - 
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Driving roundabouts 
Wis. Motorist’s Handbook 
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Roundabout w/Spiral 
(Dodgeville, STH 18/Bennett Rd) 

Hwy 18 W 
Hwy 18 E 

Bennett Rd N 8 



Common Roundabout Crashes 
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1) Yield to all lanes 
2) Choose correct lane 



Common Crash Video clip 
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Public attitude toward 
roundabouts before & after 

construction 
  Attitude                          Drivers in-favor    
 Before construction       22 - 44%  
 Soon after construction     48 - 67% 
 1 year after construction       57 - 87% 
 
 Higher support for younger drivers than over 65 
 Opinions of male and female drivers are similar 

Source: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety – Nov 2006 11 



Different Entry Design 
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Case 1 Case 2 & 3 



Case 1 Roundabout Design 
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Case 2 Roundabout Design 
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Case 3 Roundabout Design 
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Truck Accommodations 

Truck Apron 

Lane Separation 
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Conclusion 
• Roundabouts are new and different; 

many drivers reluctant to change 
• Confusion with neighborhood traffic circles and 

rotaries 
• Roundabouts are enhanced with signage, 

roadway markings, and lighting to aid the driver in 
navigation 

• Driver education through successful partnerships 
with local law enforcement 

• WisDOT has developed educational brochures 
and video 
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That’s All Folks! 
Comments/Questions? 

 
WisDOT website 

www.wisconsinroundabouts.gov 
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