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AIR SUPPORT UNIT 
 

HISTORY 

1958 Cessna 150 used to enforce speed laws 
      Stop watch and a chart 
 
2013Cessna 172 Traffic Enforcement 
 VASCAR speed computers 
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Traffic Enforcement 
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FFY 2012 BOTS funded ASU Traffic Enforcement Mission Locations: 
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•73 BOTS Funded Missions 
•26 Different Counties 
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Benefits/Advantages of Airborne Traffic Enforcement Activities: 
• Pilots are able to identify violations involving operation that occurs over an 

extended distance 
– Following too close 
– Reckless/Aggressive driving 
– Excessive speed 
– Unsafe lane changes etc. 

• Pilots can detect violations in areas that do not lend themselves well to 
alternate means of enforcement 

– Construction zones  
– No passing zones 
– Roadways section without crossovers, shoulders or available safe areas 

for stopped cruisers  
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Benefits/Advantages of Airborne Traffic Enforcement activities: 
• Successful ASU traffic enforcement missions produce high vehicle stop 

densities and visibility during the mission 
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Benefits/Advantages of Airborne Traffic Enforcement activities: 
• Increased media attention/coverage for traffic enforcement efforts 
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FY 2012 Process Improvements 
• Automated the process for email distribution of ASU Mission Summary 

– Completed mission summaries are delivered hourly  
– Improved supervisory and ASU situational awareness 
– Eliminated redundant work previously performed by pilots 

 
 
 
 
  

DSP Air Support Unit 

8 



Aerial Traffic Enforcement 



DSP Air Support Unit 

10 

 
 
 

UNIT OPERATIONS 
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ASU Assets: 
• Three aircraft based in: 

– Madison 
– Green Bay 
– Eau Claire 

• Five active pilots 
– Sgt. Tape – NW Region  
– Trooper Vernon – NW Region 
– Sgt. Chaffee – SW Region  
– Inspector Schuette – SW Region 
– Sgt. Jones – NE Region  
– Trooper Markowski – NE Region 
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Equipment on Board 
- Technisonic TDFM 7000 Police Radio 

- WISCOM/VHF/DIGITAL Capabilities 
           - Front Panel   
     Programming                                    
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Equipment On Board 
- VASCAR 
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VASCAR Demonstration 
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Equipment On Board 
- TCAS 

- Traffic Collision Avoidance  
    System 
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Thermal –Eye  Thermal Imaging Camera    
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Gyro-Stabilized Surveillance 
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Pilot Certifications 
I) Certified Law Enforcement Officers 
II) Private/Instrument Rated 

 
 
 
 

III) Familiar with ICS and police communication 
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FFY 2012 - ASU Mission Types: 
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FFY 2012 Traffic Enforcement Activity Totals 
BOTS and Non-BOTS Funded 

(10/1/2011 through 9/30/2012)  
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FFY 2012 Traffic Enforcement Activity 
(10/1/2011 through 9/30/2012)  
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YTD 2013 Traffic Enforcement Activity 
(1/1/2013 through 8/01/2013)  
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YTD 2013 Traffic Enforcement Activity 
(1/1/2013 through 8/01/2013)  
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YTD 2013 Traffic Enforcement Activity 
(1/1/2013 through 8/01/2013)  
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YTD 2013 Traffic Enforcement Activity 
(1/1/2013 through 8/01/2013)  
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 Process Improvements 
• Reduction in data collection duties of pilots and ground cars through improved 

data collection methods 
– Elimination of worksheet method of data collection previously required of participating ground cars 
– Leveraging of the TraCS Traffic Stop Data Collection form and monthly Vehicle Report to obtain 

necessary, current and verifiable data for grant reporting and program evaluation 
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FFY 2013 Goals 

• Increase air unit radio reliability and interoperability through technology upgrades  
• Utilize the expanded mission period (through Sept. 30, 2013) for more effective mission 

targeting  
• Capitalize upon known traffic patterns as well as patterns influenced by identified 

upcoming events 
• Craft missions to target optimal dates, times and locations 

• Coordinate the assignment of sufficient numbers of ground cars based upon predicted 
mission activity levels 

• Use 2012 data as well as the local knowledge and expertise of the regions and 
pilots 

• Utilize non-DSP ground cars when available to increase multi-agency participation 
in ASU traffic enforcement missions 

• Partner with DTSD in identifying aerial enforcement zone needs  
• Repaint existing zones that are worn or faded 
• Add zones during long term construction projects to aid mitigation efforts 
• Add new zones when new construction allows or when a need is identified 
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