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Partnerships are the foundation of virtually everything we do at the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (WisDOT). We routinely work with local governments and citizens, state and federal elected
officials on a wide variety of transportation improvements. The Rustic Roads program - one of the
department's most successful and enduring state and local partnerships - is celebrating the 40 year
anniversary since designation of the first Rustic Road in Taylor County in 1975. To recognize this program
milestone, WisDOT recently sponsored a photo contest that generated nearly 400 photos from 84
participants. We thank all those who participated. At the same time, we extend our appreciation to all the
town and county officials who maintain and retain jurisdiction of our 117 Rustic Roads - along with all our
public and private partners who help us meet our transportation goals.

WisDOT photo contest recognizes 40 year milestone of Rustic Roads program

While driving to his job as Racine County highway
commissioner in 1970, Earl Skagen decided that the scenic
stretches of road he passed nearly every day should be
preserved for future generations to travel in a peaceful,
unhurried setting. Skagen advocated for creation of a new
roadway classification - the Rustic Road. In 1973, Wisconsin
Assembly Bill 658 - establishing the Rustic Road System -
was signed into law. In 1975, the very first Rustic Road was
designated.

Today, Wisconsin is home to 117 Rustic Roads spanning
669 miles through 59 counties. While WisDOT administers
the program, Rustic Road candidates are identified by local
citizens and groups. Any new road accepted into the
network requires approval from Wisconsin's 10-member
Rustic Roads Board.

As part of the program's 40 year anniversary this year,
WisDOT sponsored a Rustic Roads photo contest that
resulted in hundreds of outstanding submissions. The
contest began in June of 2014 and ended January 15, 2015.
The Rustic Roads Board had the tough task of selecting
award-winning photos from several categories. Top winners include Vicki Burritt of Onalaska, Charlotte
Daniels of St. Germain, Jan Day of Rewey, Sheri Erickson of Wilson, Dan Fearing of Reedsburg, June
Goggins of Waupaca, Cassandra Raymond of Sturgeon Bay, and Jacob Sorensen of Milwaukee. Their
award-winning photos can be viewed on the WisDOT website.

http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/travel/road/rustic-roads/contest.aspx


All Wisconsin Rustic Roads are marked with unique brown and yellow signs. They vary in length from
under two miles, to over 30 miles long and may be dirt, gravel or paved. The maximum speed limit on a
Rustic Road is 45 mph. While any time of year can yield spectacular scenery and views, fall is among the
most colorful times to tour one of these "roads-less-travelled."  

Annual Tribal Conference set for November 3 and 4 in Green Bay

The ninth annual Wisconsin Tribal Transportation
Conference is set for November 3 and 4 at the Radisson
Hotel and Conference Center in Green Bay. The event will
gather about 200 federal, state and local officials to discuss
a variety of transportation-related efforts that support public
safety, economic growth and labor force development. Back
in 2005, the Wisconsin DOT, Federal Highway
Administration and Wisconsin's 11 federally-recognized tribes entered into a partnership agreement
recognizing the unique government-to-government relationship between federal, state and tribal
governments. The annual Tribal Conference is a key component in carrying on this partnership. More
information including how to register can be found online or by contacting WisDOT's Tribal Liaison Kelly
Jackson.

Amtrak Hiawatha Service adds late night train

Passengers using Amtrak's popular Hiawatha Service between Milwaukee and Chicago can now make
late night plans on Saturdays and still catch a train ride home. An additional train has been added on
Saturday nights that departs from Milwaukee at 10:40 p.m. and from Chicago at 11:10 p.m. The Hiawatha
carried nearly 800,000 passengers last year - ranking it among the top 10 Amtrak routes nationally. A one-
way trip currently costs $24 and takes just under 90 minutes.

DMV customers encouraged to sign up for eNotify

Last year, the Wisconsin DMV handled over 4.7 million vehicle registration renewals. More than one-
quarter of those renewals were done online making it the DMV's most popular online service. Renewal
postcards are still mailed to customers at least 30 days before their license plates expire. But people who
prefer to go "paperless" can sign up for eNotify using the DMV website. Through eNotify, they'll receive
license plate renewal notices via email that includes the link to renew online. They may also receive an
optional text reminder. Other than renewing a driver license or ID card, virtually all other DMV business can
be handled online - just be sure to use the official DMV website which has ".gov" in the web address.

Who's who at WisDOT

The Office of General Counsel (OGC) acts as legal counsel for WisDOT. OGC works closely with the

Secretary and other WisDOT leadership to provide legal counsel on a wide variety of legal issues that

confront WisDOT. Rebecca Roeker has served in the position of Chief Legal Counsel since May 2014.

She was previously an Assistant Legal Counsel in OGC. Prior to joining OGC, Rebecca practiced law for

ten years in private practice. Rebecca received her Bachelor of Science degree in English and

Criminology from Marquette University in 2000 and her Juris Doctorate degree from Marquette University

http://www.2015wttc.eventbrite.com
mailto:kelly.jackson@dot.wi.gov
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/renew-licens/enotify-default.aspx


Law School in 2003. You can reach Rebecca at (608) 266-8810.

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation's MAPSS Performance Improvement

Program reviews performance measures for five key goal areas that guide us in

achieving our mission - mobility, accountability, preservation, safety and service.

To check out the latest online reports, simply click on the MAPSS logo.

Contact: Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Office of Public Affairs, Rm. 103B
4802 Sheboygan Avenue
Madison, WI  53705
(608) 266-3581
dotexecofficeofpublicaffairs@dot.wi.gov 
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