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A driver training school teaches students to operate a motor vehicle. 
DMV licenses schools and instructors and inspects them to ensure 
they continue to meet licensing requirements. There are 180 licensed 
driving schools employing 981 instructors.

What is a driving training school

Commercial Driving School

Are there special requirements for driving 
school instructors?

What does the license cost?

How many hours of instruction are re-
quired for persons under age 18?

For more information contact:

Can all commercial schools teach persons 
under age 18?

What does it cost to attend?

If a person does not complete driver educa-
tion, what must be done?

Bureau of Driver Services 
Qualifications and Issuance Section 
(608) 264-7495
Email:  dotdrvrtrnschool@dot.wi.gov

Driving school instructors must:
• hold an instructor’s license
• be employed by a licensed driving school
• have held a valid Wisconsin license at least one year
• meet specified driving record criteria
• present an acceptable medical report
• complete a training program
• pass a knowledge and oral test administered by the DMV to 

evaluate knowledge of instruction procedures, traffic laws, 
safety equipment and the function of automotive equipment

• pass an extensive road test
• pass a vision and hearing screening

The driving school license is $190 for two years.. The instructor 
license is $50 for two years. Both licenses expire at the end of two 
years as that is the current renewal cycle.

A school that teaches persons under 18 must receive prior authoriza-
tion. They must submit a course outline and lesson plans. Schools 
meeting these requirements can teach classroom and/or behind-the-
wheel portions of the curriculum and issue the course completion 
certificates required for licensing.

Classroom instruction consists of 30 hours extending over a mini-
mum of three weeks. Behind the wheel contains six hours of actual 
driving and six hours of observation extending over a minimum of 
three weeks. It may run concurrently with the classroom portion if 
given by the same school.

If a person (under 18) does not take the behind-the-wheel portion 
of driver education within 13 months of completing the classroom 
instruction, he/she must take a 10-hour refresher course. These 
courses can be taken at a driving school which offers the refresher 
course.

Driver training schools determine their own fees.


