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What is the purpose of the Disabled  
Parking Identification Permit?

Who may obtain a card?

What is required?

A card may be obtained by:

• any person certified by a Health Care Specialist to have a 
disability as defined by statute.

• an organization that regularly transports persons who have a 
disability as defined by statute.

An individual shall complete a Disabled Identification Permit ap-
plication form which includes a section that must be completed 
and signed by any of the following health care specialists  licensed 
to practice medicine in any state: physician, podiatrist, advanced 
practical nurse, chiropractor, public health nurse or physician as-
sistant (licensed or certified)  or Christian Science practitioner 
residing in Wisconsin.

Beginning September 1, 2006, applicants must keep a copy of the 
completed eligibility certification on their person or in the vehicle 
to provide to a traffic officer upon request.

An organization’s application must be completed by an official of 
the organization.

DMV will issue to any person certified by an authorized health care 
specialist as having a disability is eligible for the Disabled Parking 
Identification (DIS ID) Permit. By legal definition, this includes 
any person who:

• Cannot walk 200 feet or more without stopping to rest.

• Cannot walk without the use of, or assistance from, another 
person or brace, cane, crutch, prosthetic device, wheelchair 
or other assistance device.

• Is restricted by lung disease to the extent that forced expira-
tory volume for one second, when measured by spirometry, 
is less than one liter or the arterial oxygen tension is less than 
60 mm/hg on room air at rest.

• Uses portable oxygen.

• Has a cardiac condition to the extent that functional limita-
tions are classified in severity as class III or IV, according to 
standards accepted by the American Heart Association..

• Is severely limited in the ability to walk due to an arthritic, 
neurological or orthopedic condition.

Persons with a permanent disability will be issued a blue DISID 
Permit that must be renewed and recertified every four years. Per-
sons with a temporary disability will be issued a red card that is 
valid for a maximum of six months. If the disability lasts longer 
than six months, a new card is issued upon completion of another 
application.  Organizations that regularly transport persons that 
qualify will be issued a green DSID permit that will be renewed 
and replaced every four years.

What types of DISID cards are available?



94 Facts & Figures 2015 Disabled Parking Identification Permits Issued

Source: Analysis of disabled ID permits issued (Report 51)

DIS ID Permit Use

What do they cost? There is no fee for DISID permits issued for permanent disabilities. 
The fee for a card for a temporary disability is $6. All applications 
made at DMV Customer Service Centers are subject to a $3 per 
application counter service fee. 

For more information contact: Bureau of Vehicle Services
Special Plates Unit
(608) 264-7169
Email: special-plates.dmv@dot.wi.gov

Note: DISID permits are available for individuals at all DMV 
Service Centers. A comprehensive list of those issuing DISID 
permits may be obtained online at http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/
online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx or by calling (608) 264-7169. 

A motor vehicle (other than a motorcycle or moped) displaying a 
DIS ID permit issued by Wisconsin or any other state or country, 
is subject to all Wisconsin motor vehicle laws and qualifies for 
certain privileges:

• May park in spaces marked by official traffic signs reserving 
the space for vehicles displaying VET or DIS plates or a DIS 
ID permit in all 50 states, D.C. and Puerto Rico. 

• Is exempt from any parking ordinance imposing time limits 
of one-half hour or more and is subject to the laws relating 
to parking.

• May park at a municipally-owned/leased lot without payment 
in metered spaces when the time limit is one-half hour or more. 
Payment may be required for privately-owned parking lots or 
those with an attendant.
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