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Who is required to take a driving
skills test?

Where are driving skills tests given?

What do I need to bring to the driving
skills test?

What does it cost?

What comprises a driving skills test?

Anyone applying for:
+ anoriginal Class D operator’s license (auto and small trucks)
 anoriginal Class A, B, or C commercial operator’s license

 anoriginal P (passenger) endorsement to operate large motor
buses

« anoriginal or renewal S (school bus) endorsement to operate
any school bus

* renewal or reinstatement of a license not valid more than eight
years

« arestricted juvenile license
* aspecial restricted license

 an original Class M (motorcycle) license (unless they com-
plete a Basic Motorcycle Rider course)

Tests may be waived for drivers with a valid out-of-state license
and for drivers who have had a valid license within the last eight
years. DMV may require a driving skills test whenever it has good
cause to question a person’s ability to operate a motor vehicle safely
due to a physical or medical disability.

DMV conducts driving skills tests, by appointment, at Service
Centers located throughout the state.

A licensed driver must accompany an applicant with an instruc-
tion permit or expired license. If the applicant is under 18, proof
of driver education and sponsorship is also required.

An applicant must provide the appropriate vehicle for the class of
license needed. Prior to the test, the examiner inspects the vehicle
for safety defects and valid registration. If problems are detected,
the driving skills test may be denied.

A driving skills test in a commercial vehicle other than a school
bus costs $20. A skills test in a non-commercial vehicle and school
bus costs $15.

Separate tests are given for each license class and endorsement. All
tests involve a series of actual traffic situations designed to measure
how well the driver responds to road and traffic conditions. Start-
ing/stopping; backing (except for class M); parking; left and right
turns; mirror usage; spacing; lane selection and position within a
lane; and observing traffic signals; highway signs; right-of-way for
vehicles and pedestrians, and other traffic laws are tested for all
license classes. The criteria for a class M license include: use of
front and rear brakes, balance and control, and position for seeing
and being seen. CDL skills test exercises include: a pre-trip inspec-
tion; mountain climb and descent; and, depending on class(es) and
endorsement(s) sought, railroad crossing and student discharge. A
driving skills test takes 20 to 90 minutes depending on the license
class and endorsement for which you are applying.
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If I don’t pass, can | take the test again? Yes. Depending upon your test results, you may be required to

For more information contact:

wait 1, 7 or 14 days before another test is allowed. Grounds for
not qualifying include:

 inexperience

failure to follow directions
contributing to an accident
dangerous action

law violation

Bureau of Field Services

Technical and Training Services Section
(608) 266-8686
or any local DMV Service Center
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