
51Facts & Figures 2015

Who is required to file medical reports? DMV evaluates whether each applicant for a license can exercise 
reasonable control over a vehicle. To carry out this responsibility, 
the DMV conducts written exams, road tests, sign identification 
tests, and vision screenings. Some persons have medical conditions 
or disabilities which the DMV cannot adequately assess using these 
tests. These individuals are required to submit medical information 
to aid the Division in making licensing decisions.

Medical Evaluation for Drivers

How can a person appeal a medical review 
decision?

What are the results of medical reviews?

For more information contact:

How often do drivers have to file reports?

How are medical reports reviewed?

DMV provides medical review boards for persons who wish to 
appeal a license denial or cancellation. Any person who has been 
cancelled or denied a driver license or endorsement due to a medical 
condition can request an in-person review (actual appearance) or 
file review only of his/her case by a panel of three physicians. The 
appeal must be in writing and postmarked within 10 days from the 
cancel order or denial letter.

DMV staff review the medical reports. They focus on:

•	 whether the person’s condition is stable

•	 the degree of impairment from the condition

•	 the physician’s recommendation regarding driving

•	 medical standards (TRANS 112, WI Adm code)

Many drivers only require one medical report. Some people with 
recurring or progressive medical conditions file medical reports 
periodically to maintain a valid license.

The Medical Review Unit reviewed 16,500 medical reports in 
2015.  1,784 resulted in cancellation or denial of driving privilege 
due to a medical condition and 458 were cancelled for not taking 
the re-examination tests when requested. Out of 1,897 special 
examinations conducted in 2015, only 85 were cancelled for not 
being able to pass a portion of the tests.

1,007 voluntarily surrendered their license when asked for a medical 
report or to take the knowledge, sign and highway tests.

DMV attempts to allow each person to drive under conditions which 
are safe for them. For example, some drivers will be restricted to 
an area within 15 miles of their home if they can demonstrate good 
driving skills in that limited area. Physicians often recommend 
restrictions such as daytime driving only, no driving on freeways, 
or driving with an automatic transmission. Through the use of re-
strictions, driving tests and  medical reports the DMV ensures that 
people with conditions limiting their functional ability are able to 
maintain a safe level of driving.
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