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Who is eligible for a photo ID? Any Wisconsin resident who does not hold a valid photo license 
or ID card from Wisconsin or other jurisdiction, may request a 
photo ID. 

Photo Identification Card (ID)

For more information contact:

How long is a photo ID valid?  Can it be 
renewed?

What must a person provide when apply-
ing for a photo ID?

Where can I get one?

What does it cost?

What record does the Department maintain 
of photo IDs?

How many photo IDs are issued annually?

DMV creates or updates a computer record at the time the card is 
issued or renewed. It retains this record for at least 4 years beyond 
the expiration date. This information is confidential and not avail-
able to the public.

DMV processes photo IDs at DMV Customer Service Centers lo-
cated throughout the state, which are then mailed to the customer. 

The photo ID is valid for 8 years and can be renewed.  Photo IDs 
can be renewed online or via the mail once every 16 years.  

An original or renewal ID costs $28.00. If the applicant is a US 
Citizen who will be at least 18 years of age on the date of the next 
election and requests the product for voting, the product is free.  A 
duplicate ID costs $16.00.

The applicant must provide:
• proof of Legal Presence
• proof of his/her name and date of birth through a certified 

birth certificate, passport, or naturalization papers
• acceptable proof of personal identification (usually a docu-

ment with a signature or photo)
• his/her social security number
• proof of residency (usually a document with customer’s name 

and Wisconsin address, such as a utility bill)

Bureau of Field Services
Technical  and Training Services Section
(608) 266-8686

or any local DMV Customer Service Center

In 1983, the first year of the program, fewer than 7,500 photo IDs 
were issued. The number has increased with over 102,655 issued 
in 2013.
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Includes all types of status except those which expired prior to 12/01/15    
Source: Bureau of Driver Services, Report YRIDCARD                                       As of 12/31/15
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