
FROZEN ROAD DECLARATION 

Pursuant to Section 348.175, Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation declares 
that those State and US numbered highways identified below are eligible for increased weight 
limitations on the following effective dates: 

Effective Sunday, January 8, 2017 at 12:01 AM on all State and US numbered highways of the State 
Trunk Highway System in Zones 3, 4, and 5, but not including any Interstate highways except for the I-39 
corridor and the I-41 corridor as defined in 348.01(2)(bc) and (bd), not including any state trunk 
highways where special weight restrictions have been imposed. 

All zones are declared frozen under the declaration. The frozen road declaration is normally in effect 
from mid-December to late February or early March. (The 32-year average start date is December 22nd 
and the average end date is March 3th). 

Eligibility for increased weight limitations is restricted to vehicles hauling abrasives or salt for highway 
winter maintenance and peeled or unpeeled forest products cut crosswise not to include woodchips.  
For legally licensed vehicles hauling these loads, no special permit is required during this period. Legally 
licensed means: 

• currently registered for 80,000 pounds, or  
• the maximum gross vehicle weight based on number of axles and axle spacing allowed under 

348.15(3)(c) or 348.15(3)(br) if less than 80,000 pounds,  

The following gross weights imposed on the highway for the duration of the frozen road declaration are 
as follows: 

• The wheels of any one axle shall not exceed 23,000 pounds  
• For groups of 2, 3 or 4 consecutive axles refer to the weight chart included in this declaration 

for the maximum allowed weights. The weights in the declaration chart includes the 4,000 
pounds provided for in Section 348.15(3)(br), stats. 

• No “interior bridge” weights are declared.  
• The gross weight imposed on the highways by all axles of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

shall not exceed 98,000 pounds. 

Please, remember to check with County and Town highway maintaining authorities to determine if local 
roads are under any frozen road declarations. If local authorities have not declared their highways 
frozen and specified increased weight levels, the normal weight limits apply. This frozen road 
declaration only applies to State and US numbered highways.  

For more information related to the frozen road or weight restriction programs contact:  

Michael Sproul, (Michael.Sproul@dot.state.wi.us), or go to 

http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-trkr/ssnl-wt-rsrctns/frozenroad.aspx 

or Call (608) 266-8417 for a recorded message. 



Distance in 
feet- Front to 
Rear Axle  
Centers of 
Axle Groups  

2 Consecutive 
Axles   

3 Consecutive 
Axles  

4 Consecutive 
Axles  

4 38,000   

5 38,000   

6 38,000   

7 46,000 49,000  

7.5—8 46,000 50,500  

8.1—8.4 46,000 54,000  

9 46,000 55,000  

10  55,500  

11  56,500  

12  57,000 67,500 

13  58,000 72,000 

14  58,500 72,500 

15  59,500 73,500 

16  60,000 74,000 

17  61,000 75,000 

18  61,500 75,500 

19  62,500 76,500 

20  63,500 77,000 

21  64,200 78,000 

22  64,900 78,500 

23  65,600 79,500 

24  66,300 80,500 

25  67,000 81,000 

26  67,700 81,500 

27  68,500 82,500 

28  69,100 83,300 

29  70,000 84,000 

30  70,500 84,700 

31  71,500 85,000 

32  72,000 85,000 

MAXIMUM WEIGHT LIMITATIONS IN POUNDS 

For Forest Products Cut Crosswise, Abrasives or Salt Used for Winter Road Maintenance 

Frozen Road Declara on Weights 

JANUARY 8, 2017 

23,000 pounds for a Single Axle 

Does Not Apply to the Interstate Highway System,  
except for the I-39 corridor and the I-41 corridor as 
defined in 348.01(bc) and (bd).  

The weights in the chart indicate maximum weights on 
axle groups.  

No single axle in a group can be in excess of 23,000 
pounds.  

No “interior bridge” weights are specified in the      
Frozen Road Declaration.  

 

 

MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT IS 98,000 POUNDS 

 


