
Dealer license plates
DMV issues dealer license plates to motor vehicle dealers. The plates 
identify each dealer by its dealer number. Dealers may use these plates 
for business or private purposes. They may use them only on vehicles 
the dealer owns and offers for sale or service loaner vehicles. Lending 
or displaying dealer plates on rental vehicles or vehicles not for sale 
(not displaying a buyer’s guide or Monroney label) is prohibited.

Records
The following records must be kept at the dealership for five years.

Original documents:
A logbook (record of vehicles bought and sold—may be computerized) »
Wisconsin Buyer’s Guide »

Copies:
Purchase contracts »
MV11 Application for Title/Registration (unless electronic) »
Odometer statements »
Consignment agreements »
Dealer reassignment forms for non-conforming titles »
Factory invoices »
Power of attorney forms »
Titles »
Electronic Title/Registration Application  »
receipt (if processing electronically)

The records must be available for inspection by a representative 
of the department during normal business hours.

Disciplinary action and illegal activities
The Department of Transportation is responsible 
for the enforcement of motor vehicle and salesperson laws 
and regulations. If you violate the law, you or the dealership 
may have your license suspended, revoked or denied.

Civil and criminal sanctions can result from illegal activities. 
For example, a purchaser may sue a dealer or salesperson for 
damages, including attorney fees, when department rules are 
violated. Civil proceedings may also result in special orders being 
imposed upon the dealer and/or salesperson. Criminal proceedings 
may result in fines, orders of restitution or imprisonment.
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