» Assist the construction office in the
administration of project advertising and
awards as it relates to DBE participation.

» Assist the construction office in the
administration of project advertising and
awards as it relates to DBE participation.

» Monitoring DBE participation levels on
contracts.

» Conducting reviews of DBE subcontractors
and contract compliance reviews of prime
contractors and DBE subcontractors on
WisDOT USDOT-assisted contracts.

» Providing assistance in resolving DBE
compliance disputes and complaints.

» Providing program guidance to Equal Rights
Officers and Project Engineers.

» Providing program guidance to Equal Rights
Officers and Project Engineers.

> Providing DBE program training for WisDOT
personnel, local agencies, contractors, and
other stakeholders.

» Monitoring the administration of consultant
contracts as it relates to equal opportunity
and the participation levels of DBE firms.

» Assisting in the management of certification
and supportive services contracts and in
conducting program management reviews.

In order to fulfill its responsibilities for properly
certifying firms as DBEs, WisDOT has an Interagency
Agreement with the City of Milwaukee, the City
of Madison, and Milwaukee County to ensure the
eligibility of firms wishing to participate or continue
to participate on USDOT-assisted projects and
procurements as DBE firms. The WisDOT DBE program
also conducts on-site certification reviews prior to the
issuance of DBE certification for all firms applying for
DBE status.

As a result of a third party challenge or complaint,
following the normal administrative process, the
WisDOT DBE program can also deny, render a firm
ineligible, or administratively close a firm’s DBE status
in accordance with USDOT regulations.

WisDOT also maintains a support services program
as a part of the DBE initiative which is designed to
help those DBEs wishing to work on WisDOT highway
projects. Support services are available only to DBEs
who are certified in the highway construction industry
to include construction companies, consultants and
related business entities. WisDOT’s DBE support
services offers the following services free of charge:

¢/ Technical assistance in the areas of:
» Estimating and bidding
» Record keeping
> Business management

» Financial accounting
¢/ Enrollment in a business development program.
¢ Access to highway plans and specifications.

v/ Notification of upcoming contracting
opportunities.

v/ Notification of upcoming outreach and
networking events.

The DBE Support Services program provides many
resources including individual business counseling ses-
sions, and group trainings intended to help companies
excel. This program offers guidance through the certifi-
cation application process for companies that have not
yet been certified. Companies that are already DBE cer-
tified are also encouraged to participate in the variety
of services and resources available to facilitate the firm’s
development into businesses capable of competing for

and performing on federally funded projects.

MORE INFORMATION?

For more information or questions on Title VI,
contact the WisDOT Title VI Office:

Demetri Fisher, WisDOT Title VI Program Officer,
Office of Business Outreach and Equity Compliance
Hill Farms State Transportation Building, Room 451
P.O. Box 7965

Madison, WI 53707-7965

(608) 266-0209

demetri.fisher@dot.wi.gov

Taqwanya Smith, WisDOT Title VI Analyst

Office of Business Outreach and Equity Compliance
Hill Farms State Transportation Building, Room 451
P.O. Box 7965

Madison, WI 53707-7965

(608) 266-8129

tagwanya.smith@dot.wi.gov

Additional information regarding WisDOT’s

Title VI Program can also be found at WisDOT's website:

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/civilrights/index.htm
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