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Please join us for a local officials meeting to discuss the proposed reconstruction of US 51 between 3rd 
Avenue (Woodruff) and WIS 70 east (Arbor Vitae), in Vilas County. The meeting is scheduled for 
Friday, January 24, from 2 to 3 p.m. at the WisDOT North Central Region Office at 510 N. Hanson 
Lake Road, Rhinelander.  
 
We have identified several issues along US 51, including:  

• The pavement and the curb and gutter are deteriorating.  
• The storm sewer drainage system is undersized, which results in storm sewer backups or 

flooding onto the highway.  
• The traffic demands of the intersections of US 51/WIS 47 and US 51/WIS 70 east are creating 

inefficient operations at the intersections.  
• Our crash data indicates safety problems with left-turning movements throughout the corridor. 

One of the objectives of the local officials meeting is to further discuss the needs of this important 
north/south highway. We also want to obtain your feedback on the proposed alternatives to address 
the current and long-term safe and efficient operations of the roadway.  
 
Construction on this section of US 51 is currently scheduled to occur in 2017. Your input at the local 
officials meeting, and throughout the design process, will help us deliver a successful highway 
improvement project.  
 
We look forward to working with you on this important infrastructure improvement and transportation 
investment in your community. If you have any questions, or if you cannot attend the meeting, but 
would like to find out more about the proposed improvements, please contact me at (715) 365-5775 or 
richard.simon@dot.wi.gov.  

Sincerely, 
 
Richard Simon, P.E. 
WisDOT Project Manager  
 
Enclosure: Project Map 
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