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Roadway & Bridge Improvement Programs 
 
 
The pages that follow list all of WisDOT's projects planned for implementation in Calendar 
Years 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020.  Projects are sorted in the following order: 
 

CALENDAR YEAR 
 

DIVISION-BUREAU (REGION) 
 

COUNTY NAME 
 

HIGHWAY NUMBER 
 

SCHEDULE DATE 
 

PROJECT ID 
 
 
It should be noted that the list contains some minimal over-programming (i.e., more projects than 
can actually be funded in a given year) to allow for attrition, that is, projects being delayed or 
dropped for other than financial reasons.  Preliminary engineering projects will not be contained 
in the following list although they are likely to be listed in the appropriate MPO TIP. 
 
It should also be noted that the FEDERAL FUND TYPE (or lack of) shown for each project 
represents a tentative fund assignment that may or may not become reality.  WisDOT reserves 
the right to change the federal fund type on individual projects at any time prior to obligation, 
when necessary, consistent with its overall obligation plan to maximize the use of available 
federal aid. 
 
 
Programing based on FAST Act Funding Programs 
 
Federal-aid highway and transit funding programs are based on the 2015 transportation 
authorization act Fix America Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act).  WisDOT will make all 
required program adjustments in accordance with the new FAST Act legislation along with any 
related federal regulations and guidance.     
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  The estimated cost range is provided so that WisDOT can award projects by using the 
competitive process and not disclose bidding information. 
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Funding Codes 
 
 
Fund Type Project Prefix 
  
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality CMAQ, CM 

 
Surface Transportation Program (STP) STP, SPIBR, STP-D, STP-

R, STP-S, STP-U, STPG, 
STPS, RS, F, FBD, HES, 
STO, STPI 
 

High Priority Projects HPP, HPPNH, HPPIB, HPD 
  
Equity Bonus EB 

 
National Highway System NHS, NH, NHSTP, NHI 

 
National Recreational Trails (funds transferred to DNR) NRT 

 
National Highway Performance Program NHPP 

 
Discretionary Allocations ICES, ITS, NCPD, TCSE, 

ER 
 

Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation BR, BH, BR/BH, BRBH, 
BRM, BHO, BRO, BHF, 
BRF 
 

Public Land and Forest Highway Programs PLH, FH, OMA 
 

Statewide Metropolitan Planning 
 
Transportation Alternatives Program   

SPR, PL 
 
TAP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

    
2017 - 2020 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program                          7-3 

Local Programs 
 
All these programs, except for the Local Bridge Program, utilize federal and local funds to pay 
for local projects.  In addition to federal and local funds, the Local Bridge Program may also 
utilize state funds to pay for local projects.  
 
Local Bridge Program:  Funds the improvement of local bridges.  This includes engineering 
and construction costs for administering and implementing bridge improvements on roads not a 
part of the State Trunk Highway (STH) System. 
 
Local Highway Improvement Assistance:  Funds the improvement of local highways, 
including engineering, real estate, construction costs, and department services on roads not a part 
of the STH System. 

 
STP Urban Program:  Improvements in urban areas with populations greater than 5,000. 
Also non-highway projects including multi-modal facilities, transit capital improvements, 
and, bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 
 
STP Rural Program:  Improvements to roads and streets functionally classified as higher 
than rural minor collectors.  Also non-highway projects including multi-modal facilities, 
transit capital improvements, and, bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

 
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ):  Funds projects that have a positive impact on air 
quality including highway efficiency improvements, carpooling, transit improvements, 
development of bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and, alternative fuel facility and vehicle 
projects. 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP):  Funds transportation improvement 
projects that “expand travel choice, strengthen the local economy, improve the quality of life, 
and protect the environment."  TAP is a legislative program that was authorized in 2012.  It is the 
State of Wisconsin’s STPBG- Set-Aside program.  With certain exceptions, projects that met 
eligibility criteria for the previously separate Safe Routes to School Program, Transportation 
Enhancements, and/or the Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities Program are eligible TAP projects.  
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State Programs 
 
 
All these programs utilize federal, state and/or local funds to pay for projects located on the State 
Trunk Highway (STH) system. 
 
Major Highway Development:  Major Highway Development projects are generally the most 
complex, costly and controversial projects initiated by WisDOT.  They are long-term solutions to 
the most serious deficiencies on highly traveled segments of the highway system.  A Major 
Project cost threshold is indexed to construction inflation.  As of October 1, 2016, the cost 
thresholds are a total cost of more than $89.2 million or a total cost of $35.7 million and involves 
one of the following: 

1) Constructing a new highway 2.5 miles or more in length; 
2) Reconstructing or reconditioning an existing highway by one of the following: 
3) Relocating 2.5 miles or more of existing highway; 

a. Adding one or more lanes 5 miles or more in length to the existing highway; 
b. Improving to freeway standards 10 miles or more of existing divided highway 

having two or more lanes in either direction. 
 
Southeast Wisconsin Freeway Megaprojects:  This program provides funding for all projects 
on the southeast Wisconsin freeway system expected to cost more than $500 million, including 
the reconstruction of the IH-94 North-South freeway and the Zoo interchange.  Under this 
program:  

1) The megaprojects cost threshold is indexed to construction inflation (as of October 1, 
2016 the threshold is $625.4 million). 

2) Megaprojects must be enumerated by state law.  
 

Improvement of State Bridges:  The state bridges subprogram funds improvements to bridges 
on the non-Interstate portion of the STH System, including bridge replacements and major bridge 
repairs.  It does not include bridges that can be effectively treated through routine repair; those 
are done through the maintenance program.  State bridge improvements are of two types: 

1) Replacement: Constructing a new bridge to replace one that is posted, is structurally 
deficient, or is obsolete and likely to become structurally deficient; 

2) Rehabilitation: Restoring the structural integrity of an existing bridge using measures that 
go beyond routine maintenance and are more cost effective than total replacement. 

 
State bridges are also categorized by cost: 

1) High-cost bridges are those whose deck areas are 40,000 square feet or more; 
2) Routine bridges are those whose deck areas are less than 40,000 square feet. 

 
Highway Traffic Operations:  This subprogram includes all the repair and operation of 
pavement markings, traffic signs, traffic operation improvements and freeway detours. 
 
 
 
 



 

    
2017 - 2020 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program                          7-5 

State Programs (continued) 
 
 
Backbone Rehabilitation:  The Backbone Rehabilitation subprogram deals with improvements 
to Wisconsin’s 1,588-mile Backbone highway system that includes all 876 miles of interstate 
routes.  It includes bridge widening, bridge deck replacements, various types of pavement 
rehabilitation, and increased access to the system itself. 
 
Existing Highway Improvements:  The Existing Highway Improvements program funds 
improvements to the non-Backbone portion of the STH System.  The program funds "3R" 
improvements (resurfacing, reconditioning and reconstructing) to existing roadways, the minor 
addition of lanes, traffic and safety improvements, and minor realignments of roadway. 
Improvements in this subprogram are categorized by the type of work involved: 
  

o Resurfacing:  Rehabilitating the surface of a pavement to provide a smoother ride and 
to extend the pavement's structural life.  Can also include pavement widening and/or 
shoulder paving to improve safety and reduce shoulder maintenance costs. 
 

o Reconditioning:  Resurfacing and improving an isolated grade, curve or intersection. 
 

o Pavement Replacement:  The highest type of “resurfacing” whereby the existing 
pavement structure is replaced with a new one.  Does not include widening of the 
roadway.    
 

o Reconstruction:  Total rebuilding of the highway to provide a safer facility, to improve 
geometrics (i.e. longer passing and stopping sight distances, broader turning radii, 
additional lanes at intersections) and increased traffic handling capabilities.  Other 
benefits are a smoother ride, reduced travel time and lower maintenance costs. 

 
Maintenance Program:  This program funds the refurbishment, repair, cleaning, painting, re-
lamping, etc., of existing traffic control devices (TCDs).  Although state crews do most of the 
routine maintenance on TCDs, the nature of some of the work and/or the sheer volume of it 
requires outside help.  The biggest items are sign refurbishment of the large freeway guide signs, 
cleaning and re-lamping of the highway lighting units and traffic control signals on the system. 
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Safety Programs 
 
All these programs utilize federal funds and the match is either state, local or railroad funds, 
depending upon the jurisdiction of the highway and type of railroad project.  These funds pay for 
activities that promote safety.  The Highway Safety Improvement Program is incorporated into 
the safety related projects listed by Region in the STIP. 
 
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP):  Funds street and highway improvements to 
high crash locations on state, county and local highways, including the Interstate System. 
Generally speaking, low cost improvements that maximize safety benefits are sought. 
 
Railroad Crossing Warning Devices: Funds signal warning device installations, circuitry 
improvements, flashing lights, cantilevered flashing lights and gates. 
 
Railroad Crossing Elimination of Hazards:  Funds geometric improvements (grades), modular 
crossings, separations (limited because of high costs), consolidations and closures. 
 
 




