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For informational purposes only 
 
 
Intercity Passenger Rail Projects 

 
Several potential Federal Railroad Administration Program funded projects have been identified 
or will be identified in studies of two existing intercity passenger rail corridors that are currently 
underway.  Some would require funding beginning in SFY 2017.  At the time of publication of 
the STIP, cost estimates were available for Milwaukee-Chicago Hiawatha Service corridor 
projects.  Project identification and cost estimates for Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Empire 
Builder corridor were still under development.  
 
Studies with estimated timing are: 
 
1) Adding one to three additional daily round-trip frequencies between Milwaukee and Chicago 

on the Hiawatha Service in cooperation with the State of Illinois. The project would involve 
final design (SFY 2017 - 2018) and construction (SFY2019 - 2020), depending on the 
outcome of the ongoing Environmental Assessment and Service Development Plan (SFY 
2017). 
 
a) Projects in Wisconsin identified in the Environmental Assessment and Service 

Development Plan to accommodate the additional round-trip frequencies (capital costs 
provided are rounded preliminary estimates): 
i) Muskego Yard signalization and track improvements (Milwaukee): $24 million 
ii) Milwaukee Airport Rail Station second platform with overhead access (Milwaukee): 

$7 million 
iii) CTC signalization between Milwaukee Intermodal Station and Cutoff (Milwaukee): 

$4 million 
 

2) Adding one new state-supported intercity passenger rail frequency between Chicago and the 
Twin Cities on the Amtrak Empire Builder corridor.  The projects to be completed in SFY 17 
and SFY 18 include a required NEPA study, which includes an Environmental Assessment 
and Preliminary Engineering.   
 
a) Based on the results of the NEPA study, the next steps could be Final Design (SFY2018) 

and construction (SFY 2019 -20) of infrastructure improvements identified in the NEPA 
study. 

 
 
 




