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Federal Transit Assistance Programs 
 
The following are federal transit assistance programs authorized under Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act (FAST Act), which reauthorized the federal surface transportation programs.  
FAST Act amended the federal transit laws and took effect October 1, 2015.  

 
Section 5303:  Metropolitan Transportation Planning Program 
Section 5303 is a formula-based grant program apportioned annually to states for use.  All 5303 
planning funds are transferred to the Federal Highway Administration.  Federal share is 80% with 
a required 20% non-federal match. 
 
Section 5304:  Statewide Transportation Planning Program 
Section 5304 is a formula-based grant program apportioned annually to the states for use in rural 
planning and research.  Federal share is 80% with a required 20% non-federal match. 
 
Section 5307:  Urbanized Area Formula Program 
This program provides grants to urbanized areas (over 50,000 in population) for public 
transportation capital, planning, and job access and reverse commute projects, as well as 
operating expenses in certain circumstances.  The federal share for capital projects is 80% with a 
required 20% local match.  The federal share for operating projects is 50% of the net deficit.  
WisDOT allocates the portion of this funding known as the ‘Governor’s Apportionment’ among 
transit systems in communities with populations between 50,000 and 200,000 as defined by the 
most recent Census.  
 
Section 5310:  Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities 
This program is intended to enhance mobility of seniors and persons with disabilities by 
providing funds for programs to serve the special needs of transit-dependent populations beyond 
traditional public transportation services and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
complementary paratransit services.  This program consolidated two SAFETEA-LU programs: 
Section 5317 – New Freedom and Section 5310 – Elderly and Disabled Capital Assistance.  The 
federal share for capital projects is 80% with a required 20% local match.  The federal share for 
operating projects is 50% of the net deficit. 
 
Section 5311:  Formula Grants for Rural Areas 
Section 5311 is a formula grant program for non-urbanized areas (under 50,000 in population) 
that provides capital and operating assistance for public transportation systems.  Eligible 
activities include capital, operating assistance, and planning expenses.  Job access and reverse 
commute projects once funded through Section 5316 became eligible projects in the MAP-21 
reauthorization bill in 2012.  The federal share for capital projects is 80% with a required 20% 
local match.  The federal share for operating projects is 50% of the net deficit. 
 
Section 5311(b)(3):  Rural Transportation Assistance Program (RTAP) 
Section 5311(b)(3) is formula funding for states to provide research, technical assistance, and 
training to improve the delivery of transit services in non-urbanized areas (under 50,000 in 
population).   
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Section 5329:  State Safety Oversight (SSO) Program 
The purpose of the SSO program is to oversee safety of rail transit systems. The SSO program is 
administered by eligible States with rail transit systems in their jurisdiction. FTA provides 
Federal funds through the SSO Formula Grant Program for eligible States to develop and carry 
out their SSO programs. Under 49 U.S.C. Section 5329(e), as amended by the FAST Act, FTA is 
required to certify each State’s program to ensure compliance. SSO grant funds awarded to 
Wisconsin have a federal share of 80% and a required local match of 20%. 
 
Section 5339:  Bus and Bus Facilities Formula Grants 
Section 5339 provides capital funding to replace, rehabilitate, and purchase buses and related 
equipment and to construct bus-related facilities.  It replaced the Section 5309 Bus and Bus 
Facilities program under SAFETEA-LU.  The federal share is 80% with a required 20% local 
match. 
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Anticipated Federal Transit Funding Levels, 2017-2020 
State of Wisconsin1 

Program 2017 2018 2019 2020 

FAST ACT Transit Funding and Programs 

  FEDERAL LOCAL FEDERAL LOCAL FEDERAL LOCAL FEDERAL LOCAL 

Section 53032  $1,420,125  NA $1,449,948  NA $1,512,077  NA $1,544,133  NA 

Section 5304 $311,846  $77,962  $318,395  $79,599  $325,144  $81,286  $332,037  $83,009  

State/Local Source   Tax levy   Tax levy   Tax levy   Tax levy 

Section 53073  $16,956,907    $17,313,002    $17,676,575    $18,047,783    

(Planning) $0  NA $0  NA $0  NA $0  NA 

(Capital) $0  NA $0  NA $0  NA $0  NA 

(Operating) $16,956,907  NA $17,313,002  NA $17,676,575  NA $18,047,783  NA 

Section 5310 $2,901,541    $2,962,473    $3,024,685    $3,088,204    

(Administration) $290,154  $0  $296,247  $0  $302,469  $0  $308,820  $0  

(Capital) $1,595,848  $398,962  $1,629,360  $407,340  $1,663,577  $415,894  $1,698,512  $424,628  

(Operating) $1,015,539  $1,015,539  $1,036,866  $1,036,866  $1,058,640  $1,058,640  $1,080,871  $1,080,871  

State/Local Source   Cash, donations,   Cash, donations,   Cash, donations,   Cash, donations, 

     Wis. 85.21/levy    Wis. 85.21/levy    Wis. 85.21/levy    Wis. 85.21/levy 

Section 5311 $15,816,272    $16,180,592    $16,553,303    $16,547,332    

(Administration) $650,000  $0  $650,000  $0  $650,000  $0  $650,000  $0  

(Capital) $1,581,627  $395,407  $1,618,059  $404,515  $1,655,330  $413,833  $1,654,733  $413,683  

(Operating) $13,584,645  $21,810,797  $13,912,533  $22,028,905  $14,247,972  $22,249,195  $14,242,599  $22,471,686  

State/Local Source   
Revenue/Wis 

85.20/ levy   
Revenue/Wis 

85.20/ levy   
Revenue/Wis 

85.20/ levy   
Revenue/Wis 

85.20/ levy 

Section 5311(b)(3) $272,744  NA $278,472  NA $284,319  NA $290,290  NA 

Section 5329 $295,228  $73,807  $301,428  $75,357  $307,758  $76,939  $314,221  $78,555  

State/Local Source   Wis. Stat. 85.066   Wis. Stat. 85.066   Wis. Stat. 85.066   Wis. Stat. 85.066 

Section 53394  $2,857,370  $714,342  $2,911,660  $727,915  $2,966,982  $741,745  $3,023,354  $755,839  

State/Local Source   Tax levy   Tax levy   Tax levy   Tax levy 

 

                                                           
1 Amounts shown in this table are annual estimates. The available amount for a program is based on funding as authorized under Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (P. L. 112-141, 2015).  
2 Section 5303 funds are transferred to the Federal Highways Administration. 
3 Section 5307 are the Governor’s Apportionment. Funds are also allocated directly to large urban transit systems. 
4 Section 5339 funds combine WisDOT’s statewide allocation and the Governor’s Apportionment. Funds are also allocated directly to large urban transit systems. 
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