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Purpose of the meeting 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) is proposing to improve US 45 to 
address preventative maintenance needs. 
 
The objective of tonight’s meeting is to present information regarding the purpose and need for 
the proposed improvements, discuss the preferred design alternative, answer questions, and 
obtain input from the public. A brief presentation is scheduled to begin at 6:15 p.m. After the 
presentation, the meeting will follow an open house format.  
 

 



 

 

Purpose and need for roadway improvements 
 
The purpose of the project is to preserve the integrity of the deteriorating pavement on 
approximately 4.5 miles of US 45, between WIS 70 east and Chain O Lakes Road, in Eagle 
River and the towns of Lincoln and Washington (Vilas County). 

We’ve identified several safety issues along the east-west segment (WIS 70 east to US 45 
north): 

• 82 crashes from 2007-2011 (at least 10 injuries associated with these crashes) 
• One fatal pedestrian crash in 2013 

There is a pattern of rear-end, left-turn angle, and sideswipe crashes. 

Proposed improvements 
The project is split into two segments, north/south (WIS 17/WIS 70 to Chain O Lakes Road) and 
east/west (WIS 70 east to US 45 north), with individual construction years to accommodate the 
design process. 

Several types of roadway safety and maintenance improvement alternatives were considered 
and evaluated. The preferred alternative includes: 

• Resurfacing the roadway 

• Reconfiguring the roadway between WIS 70 east and US 45 north from four lanes to 
three lanes and adding a left turn lane to reduce crashes and improve safety for vehicles 
and pedestrians 

• Modifying the US 45/Main Street intersection to accommodate right-in and right-out 
access only 

• Installing sidewalks and reconstructing pedestrian curb ramps 

• Resurfacing of the bridge over the Eagle River 

• Repairing storm sewer inlet  

 



 

 

Improved safety by reducing conflict points 
 
Currently, the east/west segment of US 45 is a four-lane undivided roadway. We are proposing 
to reconfigure that segment as a three lane roadway (one lane in each direction with a center 
turn lane).  

The graphics below demonstrate how a three lane roadway improves safety by reducing vehicle 
conflict points. Studies indicate that reducing a four-lane roadway to three lanes will reduce 
overall crashes by 19 to 47 percent; as well as decrease crashes involving drivers under 35 
years of age and over 65 years of age. 

 

Roadway conflict points  

This reconfiguration reduces the number of rear-end and turning (sideswipe and t-bone) conflict 
points. It also eliminates the conflict points of vehicles changing lanes or swerving around other 
turning vehicles. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Crossing and through traffic conflict points at intersections 
 
Reconfigured intersections reduce the number of rear-end and turning (sideswipe and t-bone) 
conflict points. They also eliminate the conflict points of vehicles swerving around other turning 
vehicles. The reconfigured intersection reduces crossing conflict points by 50 percent, as shown 
in the illustration below.  

 

 
 
 

 
Sight distance  
 
Reconfiguration improves sight distance and safety of turning vehicles by eliminating the shadow 
effect, shown in the four-lane undivided illustration below.  

 

 
 
 



 

 

Improved pedestrian safety  
 

By reducing the number of driving lanes, there is a larger physical separation between vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic. A three-lane roadway also allows pedestrians to stop, mid-crossing, in the 
turn lane. Because there are fewer travel lanes to cross, pedestrians are exposed to moving 
traffic for a shorter period of time.  
 

Improved safety through speed control 
 
An additional safety improvement is the reduction in vehicle speed differential. On a four-lane 
undivided roadway, vehicle speeds can vary between travel lanes. Drivers frequently slow their 
speeds or change lanes due to slower or stopped (turning) vehicles. Drivers may also weave in 
and out of traffic lanes because of speed differential.  
 
By reconfiguring the roadway to three-lanes, vehicle speeds are more uniform. It is easier for 
motorists to decide when to cross or enter into the travel lane.  
 
Anticipated traffic impacts 
 

• US 45 will remain open to traffic. Motorists can expect to encounter periodic, daytime 
single lane closures in each direction.  

• Construction will be scheduled to minimize impacts during the summer. 
• Lane widths on US 45 may be temporarily reduced for certain types of work. 
• Some temporary interruptions in access will occur at driveways when work is occurring 

directly in front of residences or businesses. The contractor will be required to contact 
homeowners and businesses in advance of the work. 

 
Access  
 
The US 45/Main Street intersection will be modified to accommodate right-in and right-out 
access only. Modifications will improve safety by reducing conflict points at the Main Street and 
Railroad Street intersections with US 45.  
 
Real estate  
 
Temporary and permanent real estate will be required for sidewalk enhancements. Current 
estimated right of way impacts are shown on the exhibits. 
 



 

 

Project update/next steps 
 
Met with local officials and utilities      September 2014 
Met with local officials         March 2015 
Met with local officials         April 2015 
Held public involvement meeting      May 27, 2015 
Preferred alternative was selected      Summer 2016 
Second public involvement meeting    September 22, 2016 
Continued public outreach throughout the design process    
Final plans    February 2017 
 
Construction currently scheduled: 

• North/south segment (WIS 17/WIS 70 to Chain O Lakes Road) Spring 2019 
(could occur as early as spring 2018 if funding is available) 

 
• East/west segment (WIS 70 east to US 45 north)   Spring 2020 

(could occur as early as spring 2019 if funding is available) 
 
 
Public input/comments 
 
We encourage you to talk to the project representatives and ask them questions. Please forward 
your comments/input by October 6, 2016: 
 

1. Fill out the comment form attached to this document 

2. Or complete the online comment form at http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-
region/nc/45vilas/public.aspx  

3. Or email comments or questions to the contacts listed below  

 
Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public 
as well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout 
the design process. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Jed Peters, P.E. 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
510 Hanson Lake Road 
Rhinelander, WI 54501 
715.365.5731 
Jed.Peters@dot.wi.gov  

Chad Grundemann, P.E. 
Becher-Hoppe Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box 8000 
Wausau, WI 54402 
715.845.8000 
cgrundemann@becherhoppe.com

 

http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nc/45vilas/public.aspx
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nc/45vilas/public.aspx


 

 

Public Involvement Meeting Comment Form  
 

Project ID 1601-14-02/72/73 
Monico to Eagle River 

WIS 70 east to Chain O Lakes Road 
US 45 

Vilas county 
 

September 22, 2016 
 

Please place this form in the comment box or mail by October 6, 2016 to the address on the 
back of this sheet. Comments can also be emailed to Jed.Peters@dot.wi.gov. Your comments 
assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public as well as the 
needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout the design 
process. 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Daytime Phone Number (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Email Address (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Please Print Comments (attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information in this document including names, addresses, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and 
signatures is not confidential, and may be subject to disclosure upon request, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Wisconsin open records law, sections 19.31 - 19.39 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 


