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Purpose of the meeting 
Welcome to the public involvement meeting to discuss WIS 97 between South Street and WIS 
29 in Marathon County. 

The objective of today’s meeting is to obtain your input on the identified needs, proposed 
improvements, and potential real estate needs. A brief presentation will begin at 5:15 p.m. After 
the presentation, the meeting will follow an open house format. 
 
 
Purpose and need for roadway improvements 
We are proposing to improve WIS 97 between South Street and WIS 29 in Marathon County. 
This section of WIS 97 is located in the village of Stratford and the towns of Eau Pleine, 
Cleveland, Frankfort, and Wein. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Location Map 

 



 

 

We have identified several needs on this section of WIS 97, including:  

• Deteriorating pavement 
• Guardrails that do not meet current standards  
• Deteriorating bridge deck over the Big Eau Pleine River 
• Two deteriorating culverts 
• Traffic signals at the WIS 153 intersection require updates 
• Curb ramps that do not meet ADA requirements 

 

The village of Stratford also requested that we evaluate options for new sidewalk, north of North 
Street, to provide better pedestrian accommodations. 

 

Proposed solutions that could address the project’s purpose and need 
We are proposing to resurface WIS 97 to maintain the pavement. Other proposed improvements 
on WIS 97 include: 

• Installing new guardrails at Connor Mill Creek, the Big Eau Pleine River, and the cattle 
pass 

• Resurfacing the Big Eau Pleine River bridge deck 
• Replacing two culverts 

o One at South Street 
o One at the old railroad crossing, just west of Connor Mill Creek 

• Modifying the traffic signals at the WIS 153 intersection 
o Updating the traffic signals to accommodate a blind pedestrian 
o Replacing loop vehicle detectors in all travel lanes  

• Upgrading curb ramps at all intersections, except South Street, to meet ADA standards 
• Evaluating sidewalk options north of North Street 

 
To improve safety, we are also planning to install centerline rumble strips. Rumble strips help to 
reduce crashes by alerting drivers of a lane departure through vibration and noise created when 
a vehicle's tires contact the rumble strip. They are especially helpful during bad weather such as 
rain, snow or fog when visibility of the centerline is reduced. Rumble strips also help to reduce 
inattentive driving crashes due to fatigue, drowsiness and inattention. 
 

Real estate 
Real estate acquisitions are anticipated as part of the improvement project. Strip taking of right of 
way and temporary easements will be required to accommodate guardrail, culvert, and curb 
ramp and sidewalk upgrades in the village of Stratford. Other work will be done within the 
existing right of way. 
 
Real estate acquisition is expected to begin in summer 2016. Anticipated right of way needs are 
shown on the maps on display. Staff can answer any questions about the real estate acquisition 
process. 
 



 

 

Proposed traffic impacts 
An improvement project is currently scheduled for 2018. During construction, WIS 97 will remain 
open to traffic. Motorists can expect to encounter flagging operations and single lane closures on 
WIS 97 in both directions.  
 
Access to adjacent properties will be maintained during construction, however, brief interruptions 
in access may occur temporarily at driveways when work is occurring directly in front of your 
home or business. The contractor will notify homeowners and businesses at least 48 hours in 
advance of any temporary changes in access. 
 

Project update/next steps 

Representatives from the WisDOT project team conducted meetings with local officials in 
December 2014 and February 2016. After tonight’s public involvement meeting, we will continue 
with the preliminary design process. 
 
Current project schedule: 
 

• Preliminary plans    Spring 2016 
• Final right of way plat    Summer 2016 
• Real estate negotiations   Summer 2016 to fall 2017 
• Final plans     Fall 2017 
• Construction currently scheduled  Spring/summer 2018 

 
For project information, and to sign up for project updates, please visit the project website: 
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nc/wis97marathon/default.aspx 

 

Public input/comments 
We encourage you to talk to the project representatives and ask them questions. Attached to this 
handout is a sheet for your written comments and input regarding the proposed improvement 
project. Please mail any written comments about the project before April 12, 2016 or leave them 
in the comment box tonight. You may also email your comments to the contacts listed below.  
 
Your comments assist us in developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public 
as well as the needs of the local community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout 
the design process. 
 
 

Mike Grage, P.E. 
WisDOT North Central Region 
510 North Hanson Lake Road 
Rhinelander, WI 54501 
715.365.5705 
Michael.Grage@dot.wi.gov  
 

Stephanie Christensen, P.E. 
EMCS, Inc.  
500 North 17th Avenue 
Wausau, WI 54401 
715.845.1081  
schristensen@emcsinc.com 

 
 

http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nc/wis97marathon/default.aspx
mailto:Michael.Grage@dot.wi.gov
mailto:schristensen@emcsinc.com


 

 

Public Involvement Meeting Comment Form 
 

 
Project ID 6380-04-07 
Stratford – Goodrich 

South Street - WIS 29 
WIS 97 

Marathon County 
 

March 29, 2016 
 

Please place this form in the comment box or mail by April 12, 2016 to the address on the back of this 
sheet. Comments can also be emailed to michael.grage@dot.wi.gov. Your comments assist us in 
developing a project that will serve the needs of the traveling public as well as the needs of the local 
community. Your input is welcome and appreciated throughout the design process. 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Email Address (optional): ______________________________________ 
 
Please Print Comments (attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The information in this document including names, addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, and 
signatures is not confidential, and may be subject to disclosure upon request, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Wisconsin open records law, sections 19.31 - 19.39 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
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Fold here 

          

 

 

 
 
WisDOT North Central Region - Rhinelander 
510 North Hanson Lake Road 
Rhinelander, WI 54501 
Attn: Mike Grage 

 
 

 

      

 

  

To mail, fold here and staple. 

 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 


