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Future expressway conversion for WIS 21 in Winnebago County 
WisDOT studying corridor for future improvements.

(Green Bay) The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) northeast region office is announcing the formal selection of the preferred design alternatives in the long-range corridor preservation study of 5.9 miles of WIS 21 in Winnebago County from Rivermoor Road near the city of Omro to the I-41/WIS 21 interchange in the city of Oshkosh.  This study identifies the future plans, including right of way needs, which will be incorporated when the highway is upgraded to an expressway. No construction is scheduled as part of the preservation study and no timeframe for physical conversion of the roadway is being considered at this time.

The preferred alternatives recently shared at a spring public meeting included:

· The expressway capacity expansion on the WIS 21 segment from Rivermoor Road to just west of Leonard Point Road adds two additional lanes to the north of the existing highway west of Spring Brook waterway and two additional lanes to the south of the existing highway east of Spring Brook waterway.  
· The reconstruction of the WIS 21 segment from Leonard Point Road to I-41 to an urban transitional expressway includes adding curb and gutter along with sidewalks and bicycle accommodations - a design that may encourage slower driving speeds, and includes a roundabout at Leonard Point Road.

The corridor preservation plan highlights potential impacts to side roads crossing WIS 21 and to properties within the project area. It will also influence future planning for the four municipalities within the project area: city of Omro; town of Omro; town of Algoma; and city of Oshkosh

 Following future physical reconstruction to an expressway facility, existing side roads and driveways will continue to have access but may be modified, including right-in right-out turning movements only and the use of J-turns.
. 
The study will produce a final environmental document for public comment and agency review in winter 2015/16. A public hearing will be scheduled in summer/fall 2016 to present the study’s preferred design’s right of way preservation map and discuss planned actions of formally recording both the future expressway designation and the official mapping using Statute 84.295. Maintaining the officially mapped corridor until construction will be a partnership between WisDOT, local governments, and affected property owners.

Persons interested in the planning study can view the preferred alternative exhibits and maps, and learn more about the study’s official mapping on the project website.  http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/ne/wis21study 
###
[Winnebago – all]
NOTE: News releases can be viewed on the web at: www.dot.wisconsin.gov/news/index.htm. 
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