
Public Involvement Meeting
January 13, 2015 – Dane County

January 15, 2015 – Columbia County



Study Overview
 WisDOT is conducting a study to analyze the existing 

and future conditions of the I-39/90/94 corridor

 Possible improvements and their impacts will be 
studied over the next several years

 A range of alternatives will be 
evaluated which will 
ultimately lead to the 
selection of a preferred 
alternative

I-39/90 north of US 12/18, Dane County
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Study Location
 I-39/90/94 from Madison to 

Portage

 Short portions of intersecting 
routes included in study as well
 WIS 30
 I-94
 US 151
 US 51/WIS 19 triangle
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Nearby Projects
 Several other WisDOT 

studies/projects are 
linked to our study
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Route Importance

 At 3,000 miles, I-90 is the nation’s longest Interstate.  It stretches from Boston, 
MA to Seattle, WA.

 I-39, I-90, and I-94 are on the National Highway System.  This system contains 
roadways important to the nation’s economy, defense, and mobility.

 Interstates make up less than 1% of total U.S. highway mileage.  However, they 
carry over 24% of travel, including 41% of total truck miles traveled.
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History
1960’s

Highway opens 
as I-90/94

1984
Expansion from 

4 to 6 lanes

1996
I-39 extended 
into Wisconsin

2012
Transportation 

Project’s 
Commission (TPC) 
authorizes study of 

I-39/90/94 from 
Madison to Dells

2014
I-39/90/94 

study begins

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

2013-2014
Traffic Impact 
Analysis (TIA) 
access study 
completed for 
Madison area
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TIA Background
 Study requested by FHWA after recent 

local interest in new interchanges at 
several places  

 Purpose was to understand cumulative 
effects of possible new access locations 
to the freeways in the Madison area

 Also assessed affects to the rest of the 
area road network

 Screening criteria based on FHWA 
Interstate Access Justification Report 
(IAJR) process requirements

 Draft final report being reviewed
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TIA Process

Project 
Initiation

Data 
Collection and 

Existing 
Conditions 

Analysis 

Tier 1 
Screening 
Analysis

Tier 2 
Screening 
Analysis

Findings
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TIA Results
No new interchanges should be allowed in 
the hatched area for one or more of the 
following reasons:
 Major merging and weaving conflicts
 Significant increase in mainline volumes
 High percentages of new trips are local
 Additional pressure on high volume ramps
 High traffic volumes in residential areas
 Local opposition
 Physical constraints
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TIA Results
 The TIA concluded 

the viability of these 
interchange and 
grade-crossing 
locations needed 
more detailed 
evaluation

 This will occur during 
this I-39/90/94 study 
as part of the 
alternatives 
development and 
modeling
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What is an Interstate NEPA Study?
The I-39/90/94 study will create a long-range plan to 
improve safety and mobility on the Interstate.

NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act 11



Study Process

We are here

EIS = Environmental Impact Statement
ROD = Record of Decision 
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What we Know…

Traffic

Future traffic 
projections
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What we Know…

Traffic
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Monday to Thursday
35% - 60% increase from 

January to August

Fridays 74% 
increase from 

January to 
August

Sundays 89% 
increase from 

January to 
August

2012 Traffic Volumes 
I-39/90/94 between County V and WIS 60
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What we Know…
 Trucks account for 20-28% of total daily traffic.  
 If all the trucks on the I-39/90/94 corridor on an average day lined up end-to-

end, they would stretch from Madison to Eau Claire – 170 miles!

Traffic
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What we Know…

Traffic
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What we Know…

Traffic
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What we Know…
 There are 37 bridges on I-39/90/94 and 20 overpasses between Madison 

and Portage
 31 bridges were originally constructed between 1959-1961
 Bridges are nearing the end of their useful life. 

Bridges
I-39/90/94 over WIS 60, Columbia County
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What we Know…
 The Wisconsin River bridge is 1690 feet long.
 The Wisconsin River bridge is approximately 31 feet above the Wisconsin River.
 Any new structures over the Wisconsin River will require an in-depth evaluation 

of alternatives to minimize environmental impacts to the extent practical.

Bridges
I-39/90/94 over Wisconsin River, Columbia County
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What we Know…
 The Wisconsin River is environmentally sensitive

Environment
Red Shoulder Hawk

• Archaeological sites
• Floodplain
• Wetlands
• Woodlands

• Threatened and Endangered Species
• Eagles
• Osprey
• Red Shoulder Hawks
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What we Know…
 Other sensitive sites are located along and near the highway
 Parks
 Residential 

neighborhoods
 Historic structures
 Golf course
 Airport
 Areas contaminated with

hazardous materials

Environment

Historic house along I-39/90/94 near US 151 interchange, 
Dane County 
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What we Know…
 Bicyclists and pedestrians cross the highway
 Freeway acts like a barrier
 Coordinate with communities and users
 Determine future facility needs

Environment

Hanson Road over I-39/90/94, Dane County
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What we Know…

Roadway 
Design

 Left exits and entrances, which no longer meet driver expectancy or current 
design practices for operational and safety reasons, exist at the Badger 
Interchange in Madison (I-94/WIS 30)

 A 49% increase in crashes at left-side off-ramps can be expected when 
compared to areas with right-side off-ramps.

Badger Interchange (I-94/WIS 30), Dane County
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What we Know…

Roadway 
Design

 Interchanges with existing loop ramps have tight loops with low design speeds 
and most do not provide enough distance for acceleration/deceleration.

US 51 interchange, Dane County
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Public Involvement

Communication is key 
to a successful project!
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Public Involvement

5 Cities

10 Tribes

4,850 Nearby Dane 
County property owners

7 Villages

560 Nearby Columbia 
County property owners

2 Counties

1,970 Nearby businesses

11 Towns 21 Special Interest    
Groups
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Public Meetings
 Dane County:  Tuesday, January 13, 2015

5 – 7 PM, formal presentation at 5:45
Herzing College
Room 106 and the cafeteria
5218 E. Terrace Drive
Madison, WI  53718

 Columbia County:  Thursday, January 15, 2015
5 – 7 PM, formal presentation at 5:45
Lodi Elementary School cafeteria
101 School Street
Lodi, WI  53555
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TAC and PAC

• TAC = Technical Advisory Committee
– Made up primarily of staff members from potentially 

affected communities with technical backgrounds in 
planning and engineering.

• PAC = Policy Advisory Committee
– Made up primarily of elected officials or other staff 

members from potentially affected communities.
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Online Survey
• New tool to receive your feedback – it’s FUN!

https://i399094.metroquest.com
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Website
 www.i399094.dot.wi.gov Sign up for 

updates!
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Fact Sheet

 Available on study website 
 www.i399094.dot.wi.gov
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Facebook
 www.facebook.com/i399094
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Newsletter

 Mailed to over 
6,000 people in 
late December
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Schedule
2015 – 2017 
 Develop purpose and need for study
 Create and analyze preliminary and detailed alternatives
 Outreach: PAC, TAC, agencies, interest groups, property owners
 Public meetings

2017 – 2018 
 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS)
 Select preferred alternative

2019
 Final Environmental Impact Statement 

(FEIS)
 Record of Decision (ROD) I-39/90/94 north of County U, Columbia County
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Questions?

I-39/90 south of Badger Interchange (I-94/WIS 30), Dane County
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