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 Federal Highway process to evaluate many options and 
eliminate ones that don’t meet needs

 Year long study of future (2050) transportation needs in 
the Coulee Region

 Process used to narrow the number of alternatives 
before the Project Development process

 Very transparent process involving large numbers of 
meetings and local participation
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 High crash rates

 Bike/pedestrian accommodation 
needs

 Transit needs

 Motor vehicle congestion

 Deteriorating infrastructure

 No current transportation plan

 Community resolutions of 
support for study
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 Over 90 meetings with over 1600 total attendance
 Public Involvement Meetings
 Local Official Meetings
 Agency Meetings
 Business/Business Groups
 Advisory Groups
 Neighborhoods

 Over 700 written comments received
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 Population
 Employment
 Crashes
 Infrastructure
 Existing Traffic Counts
 Existing Level Of Service(LOS)
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 Projected Population/Housing Growth
 Future Traffic Counts
 Future Level Of Service (LOS)

 Asked for comments
 550 received
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 Created strategy Packages from public comments
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• 6-lane WIS 16 from I-90 to La 
Crosse Street

• 4-lane La Crosse Street

• 25-45 mph roadways

• Maintains current level of 
operations on WIS 16

• Some minor operational
improvements to WIS 35 & US 53

• Some added operational 
pressure to Losey Blvd
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• Extend US 53 south, connect to  
WIS 35 at St. Cloud Street

• 4-lane roadway
• 25-45 mph roadways
• Significant operational 

improvements to WIS 16
• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 & 

WIS 157
• Some operational improvements to 

US 53
• Some added operational pressure 

on WIS 35 
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• Extend US 53 south, use Gillette 
Street to connect to WIS 35 and 
US 53 along railroad corridor

• 4-lane roadway

• Significant operational 
improvements to WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 
& WIS 157

• Some operational Improvements 
to 35 & 53 
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• Extend US 53 south, cross WIS 35, 
continue south to US 14

• 4-lane roadway

• 25-45 mph roadways 

• Significant operational improvements 
to WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 & 
WIS 157

• Significant operational improvements 
to WIS 35 & US 53 

• Additional crossing of La Crosse 
River
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• Extend US 53 south, connect to 
WIS 35 at Monitor Street

• 4-lane roadway
• 25-45 mph roadways 
• Significant operational 

improvements to WIS 16
• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 & 

WIS 157
• Some operational improvements 

to US 53
• Some operational pressure on 

WIS 35 
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• Significant operational 
improvements to WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at 
WIS 16 & WIS 157

• Significant operational 
improvements to WIS 35 & 
US 53 

• Improves connection to 
Downtown

• Adds additional crossing of La 
Crosse River 
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PROPOSED CONDITIONS
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 Complete final Report (Spring 2016)

 Report will be available for review

 Department will determine this summer whether to 
move forward to the environmental phase

 The Coulee Region Transportation Study Team 
recommends the process moves forward
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