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Problem Statement 
 

The Coulee Region is comprised of the La Crosse, Onalaska, Holmen, West Salem, 
La Crescent and surrounding communities.    The rivers and bluffs create a unique 
challenge for the transportation system in the region.  The region’s hub is in the 
south end of the study area and communities with population growth areas are to the 
north. The three major roads that connect the Coulee Region communities, 
businesses and neighborhoods are US 53, WIS 35 and WIS 16.  These connections 
serve as gateways to the region, are critical for the movement of people, goods, and 
services and should take the burden off local roads to provide a safe and efficient 
transportation system. 
 
The Coulee Region Transportation Study, Planning and Environment Linkages (PEL) 
study focuses on existing and long-term transportation challenges. The purpose of 
the study is to identify strategies that address safety, infrastructure deterioration, 
congestion, multimodal deficiencies, environment and support economic 
development and livability in the Coulee Region. 
 



Goal 
 Improve the long term movement of people and goods, safely and 

efficiently, in a manner that accommodates economic development, 
incorporates community plans, and limits adverse environmental 
impacts and social effects, in ways that support the regions natural 
beauty and livability and contribute positively to the region's quality of 
life. 
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 Focus: existing conditions in the 
Coulee Region 
 Gather input and answer questions 

 

 Two meeting dates/locations 
 March 11 – La Crosse Central High School 
 March 12 – Eagle Bluff Elementary School 
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 What has been happening 
 February 
 Project Information/Kickoff 
 

 March 
 Existing Conditions & Problem 

Statement development 
 

 April 
 Finalize Problem Statement & 

Future Conditions 
 

 May 
 Future Conditions & Strategy 

development 
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 Grandview-Emerson 
Neighborhood 
Association  

 La Crosse Mayors 
Conference 

 Outdoor Recreation 
Alliance 

 UWL Student Association 
 La Crosse Chamber 
 Local Businesses 
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Population 1970 - 2040 
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Population 1970 - 2040 
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Household Growth: 2010-2040 
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Employment By Sector: 2010-2040 
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Employment Growth 
2010-2040: 9,774 
(13.6% increase) 
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Employment Growth: 2010-2040 
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Origin/Destination Study La Crosse 
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Origin/Destination Study - Onalaska 
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Intersection Crashes 
20 worst intersections by crash rate 
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Level of Service LOS 
Capacity: the quality of service on a transportation facility, describe in 
terms of Level of Service. 

 
Level of Service Congestion 

A Not congested 

B Not congested 

C Minimal congestion 

D Moderate congestion 

E Severe congestion 

F Extreme congestion 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 
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Capacity/LOS 
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Pavement Age 
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Pavement Condition 
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• Existing Conditions 
• Future  Conditions 
• Develop Broad Strategies 

 
 

Evaluate Strategies Refined 
Strategies 
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 Local Officials Meeting 
 June 9th, 1:00 pm 
 Black River Beach Neighborhood Center, La Crosse 
 

 Public Involvement Meetings 
 June 9th, 5:00 pm 
 Eagle Bluff Elementary School, Onalaska 
 
 June 10th, 5:00 pm 
 Central High School, La Crosse  



WisDOT SW Region Contacts 
 
Andrew Winga, P.E., WisDOT Project Manager 
(608) 785-9061 
Angela Adams, P.E., WisDOT Project Chief 
(608) 785-9068 
Francis Schelfhout , WisDOT , Multimodal Planner 
(608) 785-9947 
                                                 www.CouleeRegionStudy.dot.wi.gov 
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