
The Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation is crafting a plan to maintain 
and improve rest areas in the future.

The study is looking at potential issues such as 
aging infrastructure, truck parking, rest area 
spacing, user needs, traveler information, and motor 
vehicle enforcement needs. This will help WisDOT 
plan future services and locations to better serve 
Wisconsin travelers.
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Wisconsin’s Rest Areas. Clockwise from the top left: Poynette, 
Kenosha, Beloit, Johnson Creek, Menomonie, and Portage.

wisconsindot.gov/Pages/travel/road/rest-areas @WisconsinDOTfacebook.com/WisDOT

WISDOT PLANS 
FOR FUTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS

WHAT WILL THE STUDY CONSIDER? 
The study is looking at Wisconsin rest areas, 
waysides, safety weight enforcement facilities 
(SWEFs), and vehicle weigh in motion sites 
(VWIMs). 

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THE ANALYSIS? 
• Roadside Facility Spacing Distribution Analysis:

WisDOT will be looking at the spacing of facilities
to make sure they are adequately and efficiently
located to meet the needs of travelers.

• Safety Weight Enforcement Facility Location
Analysis: WisDOT will be looking at the location
of SWEFs to determine if the current system is
meeting state safety, preservation, and return on
investment goals.

• Vehicle Weigh in Motion Location Analysis: The
state’s VWIM network will be analyzed to develop
a plan to maintain, add, enhance, or remove
VWIM sites.

• Safety Weight Enforcement Facility Staffing
Model Analysis: WisDOT will look at SWEFs to
make sure they are appropriately staffed. This
includes comparing Wisconsin’s staffing to other
states.

• Statewide Rest Area Implementation Plan:
The plan will set guidelines for developing
and modifying rest areas including potential
replacement, relocation or closure of rest areas.

• Statewide Wayside Implementation Plan:
WisDOT will be looking at the location, condition
and usage patterns at the wayside sites as part
of a plan to actively manage the facilities in an
era of limited resources.

• Identify Industry Concerns from Trade
Associations: Groups that represent the trucking
industry are being engaged to provide input on
roadside facility issues such as parking and
safety.

ABOUT THE ROADSIDE FACILITIES STUDY



Wisconsin was one of the first states to provide 
Interstate rest areas. Early roadside rest areas 
consisted of rural school grounds and country 
churchyards with their two little “houses” in back. 
Modern, full-facility rest areas provide travelers with a 
number of amenities in addition to a safe, family- and 
pet-friendly place to stop.

Beginning in the 1920’s, WisDOT built long curves 
to replace sharp corners in roadways. Local garden 

clubs, with the American Legion and Auxiliary, began 
to beautify many of the resulting triangles with flowers 
and shrubs. Motorists used these places to relax and 
picnic.

In the 1930’s and 40’s, initiatives through the Wisconsin 
Legislature, County Highway and County Board 
associations as well as various clubs and organziations 
helped pave the way for the rest areas you now enjoy 
approximately every 50 miles.

Can you guess the dates of these throwback photos? 
Tweet your answers to @WisconsinDOT or like WisDOT on Facebook for more #TBT posts.
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Wisconsin pioneered the concept of numbered high-
ways

Rest area south of Portage along I-90/94

Cutting grass along a Trempealeau County roadwayEarly Wisconsin rest area

THENWisconsin’s Rest Areas...
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2015

30 rest areas serve

17million Wisconsin

59.5billion
Miles traveled by drivers 
on Wisconsin roads in 2013

365days/yr
Wisconsin rest areas are 
open year-round

travelers  each year

A safe, welcoming 
place to stop
Wisconsin rest areas are open year 
round to provide travelers with a safe 
place to stop no matter what the 
reason, weather, or time of day.

NOW

FUTURE

Collect Data

Analyze Data

Gather input from Public 
and Stakeholders

Write Final Report

June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

The 2015 Roadside Facilities Study will help plan for the future of Wisconsin rest areas. Here is the schedule.
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PRELIMINARY ROADSIDE 
SURVEY RESULTS

STAY INVOLVED!
If you would like to stay involved with the study, please follow WisDOT on Facebook (www.facebook.com/WisDOT) 
and Twitter @WisconsinDOT for further information and study updates.
 
For more information, contact:
Richard Schmale, Roadside Facilities Engineer           (608) 266-7231              richard.schmale@dot.wi.gov

What we heard from YOU!
The Roadside Survey closed on September 12. Here’s 
a preliminary snapshot of what we heard from 675 
Roadside Facility users:

• What are rest areas and 
waysides? 

• Rest areas and waysides 
offer a safe and convenient 
place for motorists to stop 
while traveling along major 
highway corridors. Rest areas 
are open year round while 
waysides are typically open 
seasonally during warmer 
months. Amenities can 
include parking, restrooms, 
picnic tables, travel and 
historical information.

• What are Safety Weight 
Enforcement Facilities and 
Vehicle Weigh in Motion 
Sites? 

• Safety Weight Enforcement 
Facilities (SWEFs) are 
designated locations along 
major routes where large 
trucks and other commercial 
motor vehicles are required 
to stop for inspection. 
Inspectors make sure trucks 
are not over the weight 
requirements that are set to 
keep travel safe and avoid 
excessive wear and tear on 
roadways. Check out WisDOT 
on YouTube for a tour of a 
SWEF.  
 

Vehicle Weigh in Motion Sites 
(VWIMs) capture the weight of 
vehicles traveling at reduced 
or normal traffic speeds and 
do not require trucks to come 
to a complete stop. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS
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