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7:30-8:15 Registration/Networking 

8:15–8:45 WELCOME 

Safety Briefing, Dave Simon, Chief of Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

Welcome, Mark Gottlieb, WisDOT Secretary 

8:45–9:10 WisDOT Railroads and Harbors Updates 

Section Update, Dave Simon, P.E., Chief of  Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

GIS Asset Management Project, Kim Tollers, Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

FRIIP and FRPP Program Overview, Steven Sams, Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

9:10–9:20 Office of the Commissioner of Railroads 

Yash Wadhwa, Commissioner of Railroads 

9:20–9:55 Highway-Rail Crossings: Projects and Research 

Lisa Stern, Engineering & Safety Supervisor, Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

Pasi Lautala, Assistant Professor, Michigan Technological University 

9:55–10:15 Federal Update 

Tammy Wagner, Regional Crossing Manager, FRA 

Al Budleski, Hazardous Materials Specialist, FRA 

10:15–10:30 BREAK 

10:30–11:30 Ship-to-Rail and Intermodal Economics in Wisconsin 

Sheri Walz, Harbors Assistance Program Manager, Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

Libby Ogard, Prime Focus, LLC 

Brian Kasprzyk & Peter Hirthe, Port of Milwaukee 

David Chandler, Center for Neighborhood Technology 

11:30–11:45 FRIIP Showcase: Rio Creek Feed Mill, Luxemburg, WI 

Peter Bradley, Railroads & Harbors Section, WisDOT 

11:45–12:00 Wisconsin State Freight Plan 

Bureau of Planning and Economic Development, WisDOT 

12:00–1:00 LUNCH 
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1:00–1:25 Passenger Rail and MIS Updates 

Arun Rao, Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

Crystal DuPont, Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

1:25–2:00 Engineering Technologies and Techniques 

“Injection of Polyurethane into Rail Substructure,” Jim Tinjum, UW–Madison 

“Wayside Detection and Safety Devices,” Brian Buchanan, CN 

“Engineering Technology for Reliable Railroading,” Scott Paradise, Chief Engineer for 
Track, Structures and Projects, Canadian Pacific 

2:00–2:15 CN’s Bradley to Fond du Lac Train 

Brian Buchanan, Manager, Corporate Development, CN 

2:15–2:30 Operation Lifesaver Update 

Susie Klinger, Statewide Coordinator, Wisconsin Operation Lifesaver 

2:30–2:45 BREAK 

2:45–3:05 Railroad Updates 

3:05–3:45 Short Line and Regional Railroads Updates and Project Showcase 

Derek Penner, Watco — Growing Markets of Multi-Modal Terminals: Oshkosh 

Tom Klimek, E&LS — Overview of E&LS in Wisconsin: Customers & Operations 

Greg Vreeland, Wisconsin Great Northern — Springbrook Log Landing 

3:45–4:00 WisDOT Update on STB Review of Great Lakes Basin Railroad Proposal 

Rich Kedzior, Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

Bennett Conard, WisDOT Office of General Counsel 

4:00–4:15 Merrimac Bridge Rehabilitation Plan 

Dave Simon, P.E, Chief of Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

4:15 QUESTIONS, ANSWERS, COMMENTS, CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURN 

Dave Simon, P.E, Chief of Railroads and Harbors, WisDOT 

Photographs displayed in the room have been generously provided by the Center for Railroad Photography. 


