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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 

Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 1-11-5 

CHAPTER   1 General 

SECTION    11 Authorization 

SUBJECT    5 U.S. Route Renumbering Process 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of the U.S. route numbering and U.S. bicycle routes system is to facilitate 
travel on the main interstate lines, over the shortest routes and the best roads. To serve 
that purpose a system of main interstate routes was designated, and a uniform system 
of guide and warning signs was adopted for use in all the States, on such designated 
routes.   
 
Applications are submitted twice a year to AASHTO Special Committee on US Route 
Numbering at the AASHTO Spring Meeting and the AASHTO Annual Meeting on the 
day before the Subcommittee on Highways (SCOH) Business Meetings. Application 
request is an open solicitation but states are asked to submit their applications twice a 
year.BTO Traffic Engineering Section leads the effort in coordinating responses for the 
entire Department. 
 
The following steps in the process of U.S. Route Numbering applications must be 
completed in order for new changes become official. 

1. The committee reviews applications and makes recommendations to approve or 
disapprove the request.  

2. The committee shall report all recommendations and decisions to the Standing 
Committee on Highways and will ask for its approval.  This will take place at 
SCOH's spring and annual meetings.   

3. In the case of interstate route requests, both FHWA and SCOH must approve.   
4. These decisions will be presented to the AASHTO Board of Directors in the 

SCOH report at the Board's business meeting.   
 
It is WisDOT’s responsibility to submit all proposed changes to the Special Committee 
for approval and implementation on maps and the GIS network. 

 
PROCESS 
 
The process for reporting route number changes to AASHTO is shown below: 
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1. Secretary’s Office receives a letter twice a year from AASHTO to add or 
make changes to existing routes 

2. Secretary’s Office send request to DTSD Administrator Office for response 
3. DTSD Administrator Office sends to BTO Director 
4. BTO Director sends to State Traffic Engineer 
5. State Traffic Engineer sends to BTO Traffic Operations Engineer for 

response 
6. BTO Traffic Operations Engineer sends out request to Planning Chiefs and 

Operations Chiefs two months prior to AASHTO’s meeting to collect 
changes to US Routes needed in Wisconsin. All requests are sent to BTO 
Traffic Operations Engineer for compilation. Note: If route numbering 
changes come up throughout the year, the Regions can submit applications 
to BTO at anytime. 

7. BTO Traffic Operations Engineer sends out same request to DTIM 
Bike/Pedestrian Coordinator for changes needed to the US Bicycle Route 
numbering. All requests are sent to BTO Traffic Operations Engineer for 
compilation 

8. BTO Traffic Operations Engineer reviews all submittals for accuracy and 
compliance and sends along with a letter to AASHTO from the DTSD 
Administrators Office to Secretary’s Office, then to AASHTO. The BTO 
Traffic Operations Engineer is identified as the main contact person for 
WisDOT. The AASHTO Special Committee needs 30 days to review each 
application and vote. 
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EXAMPLE SUBMITTAL 
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Example of Log Data File for submittal 
Log Data for USH 18 

     US 
Route 

Number 
State Type Intersection Point to 

Point Accumulated Remarks 

18 Wisconsin Regular Milwaukee 0 0 Route begins 
18 Wisconsin Regular Milwaukee 1 1 Crosses I-43 
18 Wisconsin Regular Milwaukee 3 4 Crosses U.S. 41 
18 Wisconsin Regular Milwaukee 3 7 Crosses U.S. 45 
18 Wisconsin Regular Jct. E. Waukesha 7 14 Crosses I-94 
18 Wisconsin Regular Jefferson 35 49 NONE 
18 Wisconsin Regular Cambridge 11 60 Joins U.S. 12 
18 Wisconsin Regular Jct. E. Madison 14 74 Crosses I-90 
18 Wisconsin Regular Madison 2 76 Crosses U.S. 51 
18 Wisconsin Regular Madison 5 81 Joins U.S. 14, U.S. 151 
18 Wisconsin Regular Jct. S. W. Madison 3 84 Leaves U.S. 12, U.S. 14 
18 Wisconsin Regular Mt. Horeb 15 99 NONE 
18 Wisconsin Regular Dodgeville 23 122 Leaves U.S. 151 
18 Wisconsin Regular Fennimore 28 150 Crosses U.S. 61 
18 Wisconsin Regular Prairie du Chien 28 178 NONE 

18 Wisconsin Regular State Line 2 180 NONE 
 
 


	Example of Log Data File for submittal

