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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 

Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 2-1-50 

CHAPTER   2 Signing 

SECTION    1 General 

SUBJECT   50 Snowmobile Trail Signing 
 
At some locations on state trunk highway right of ways local agencies may erect signing 
for the purpose of directing and controlling snowmobile operations.  This is permissible 
unless there is some problem generated by the existence of snowmobiles at specific 
locations.  Signing for the snowmobile trails is described in Administrative Code NR 50, 
and also described with typical applications illustrated in DNR's "Trail Signing 
Handbook", 1994.  A copy of this book should be kept in each traffic section. 
 
In interpreting this book the following is offered: 
 
1. Any and all responsibility for signing along the trail is local, including installation 

and maintenance. 
 
2. The Department’s responsibility includes only signs which may be requested 

directing to trail head parking lots, and such warning signs directed to motorists 
advising of snowmobile crossings where these warnings are warranted. 

 
3. Regarding illustrations in the book (figures on pages 19 through 22 and page 

28): 
 
 a. Warning signs on the trail when visible from the highway should be the 

minimum size specified. 
 
 b. Orange markers on the right-of-way would usually be unnecessary except 

to mark a turn. 
 
 c. STOP signs are shown too close to the highway.  They should be back of 

the snowplowing range, at least 20' from the pavement and desirably 
more. 

 
 d. STOP signs should be parallel to the highway, and the trail approaching 

the highway should be aligned to be as near to a right angle as possible. 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/50/09
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/cf/CF0023.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/cf/CF0023.pdf
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 e. Warning signs on the highway are shown routinely in the illustrations.  On 
state trunk highways they are only to be installed where warranted, usually 
due to sight conditions. 

 
4. On page 12 of the handbook:  If requested the department will install and 

maintain guide signs for trail head parking lots.  The signs should contain the 
word "Parking". 

 
 The term "snowmobile route" is defined to mean snowmobile travel on an 

unplowed roadway.  Consequently "routes" are not to be signed on state trunk 
highways or connecting highways. 

 
5. Sign posts on the right of way installed by local agencies shall meet the same 

small support safety standards as those erected by the department. 
 
6. Trail signs shall not be attached to any of the Department’s signposts. 

 


