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CHAPTER   2 Signing 

SECTION    2 Regulatory 

SUBJECT   19 No U Turn Sign (Freeway / Expressway Median 
Crossover Sign Placement)  

 
General 
 
The 2009 MUTCD Section 2B.18 gives some guidance and options for the placement of 
No U Turn Signs (R3-4 sign with R3-4a plaque, or R3-4B sign).  However, the 2009 
MUTCD is lacking on guidance for the placement of these signs in median crossovers.   
Guidance as to the proper number and placement of these signs in the median is 
important.   The median width plays a role in the effective placement of the signs. 
 
Guidance/Policy 
 
The following guidelines/policy apply to these signs: 
 
1.  The Region has the option of using the R3-4 sign with R3-4A supplemental plaque 

or the combination R3-4B sign for these applications. 
 
2.  If used, for freeway and expressway median crossovers with a width of 50 feet or 

greater (distance from yellow edgeline to yellow edgeline), separate No U Turn signs 
shall be installed on the far side of the median crossover facing traffic. 

 
3.  If used, for freeway and expressway median crossovers with a width of less than 50 

feet (distance from yellow edgeline to yellow edgeline), the No U Turn signs may be 
mounted back to back in the center of the median. Vegetation or other sight 
obstructions should be considered to ensure visibility of the signs all year. 

 
4.  A double yellow delineator should be placed on left side of the through roadway on 

the near side of the crossover for each roadway (see figure 1). 
 
5.  Any existing median crossover No U Turn Signing not conforming to this policy will 

be allowed to remain in place until the end of their useful life. Useful life ends when 
the sign message no longer meets legibility or condition standards. Existing signs 
may be removed prior to the end of their useful life when opportunities arise such as 
knockdown or damage, when other work is occurring nearby, or when projects make 
removal practical.  

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2003r1/Ch2B.pdf
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Figure 1 

 
 


