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CHAPTER   2 Signing 

SECTION    2 Regulatory Signs 

SUBJECT   35 Littering Signs 
 
A. Purpose 
 
The intent of this guideline is to eliminate signs that inform the public about fines for 
littering since the signs are not necessary for the guidance or warning of traffic. 
 
Signs with the message “$500 FINE FOR THROWING LITTER OR TRASH ON 
HIGHWAYS KEEP WISCONSIN CLEAN” (R5-56) have been installed on state 
highways in the past.  The purpose of these signs was to discourage littering and to 
reinforce to motorists the maximum statutory fine for littering on highways.  While 
littering has the potential to create safety hazards as well as diminishing the quality of 
state highways, there is reason to believe that usage of these signs has a minimal effect 
on curbing littering problems.  The State Patrol has mentioned that these signs have 
little effect on the motoring public, the law is very difficult to enforce, and citations have 
very rarely been given out.  The State Patrol does not object to removing these signs.  
Due to previous cutbacks in resources and funding, these signs had previously been 
declared non-essential.  Given the limited effectiveness of the signs, it has been 
determined these signs are not necessary.   
 
B. Policy 
 
Littering signs (R5-56 signs) are declared non-essential on state highways.  As a result, 
the following actions are expected: 
 

1.  No new littering signs shall be erected on state highways. 
 

2.  Littering signs that have been installed on state highways will be allowed to 
remain in place until the end of their useful life, when they are to be removed 
and not replaced. Useful life ends when the sign message no longer meets 
legibility or condition standards.  Littering signs may be removed prior to the end 
of the signs useful life when opportunities arise such as knockdown or damage, 
when other work is occurring nearby, or projects make removal practical. 

 


