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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 

Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 2-2-41 

CHAPTER   2 Signing 

SECTION    2 Regulatory Signs 

SUBJECT   41 Community Parking Restriction Signs 
 
A. Purpose 
 
Often times municipalities will adopt ordinances for the prohibition or restriction of 
parking on certain roadways during certain periods of time.  Wisconsin State Statutes 
349.13(1e)(c)(2) gives municipalities the authority to enact ordinances and post signs at 
or reasonably near the corporate limits of the municipality on all state and county trunk 
highways and connecting highways.  
 
The intent of posting signs is to inform motorists that 24-hour parking limitations, night 
parking regulations or snow emergency regulations are in effect in the municipality.   It 
is the responsibility of the motorist to contact the governing body to determine the 
specifics of the actual ordinances.  Posting of signs allows law enforcement to 
effectively enforce the municipal parking ordinances. 
 
B. Policy 

 
The following rules shall apply for local governments requesting community parking 
restriction signs on highways under WisDOT jurisdiction: 
 
1.  The local government must pass a parking ordinance prior to requesting the sign(s).   
2.  The local government shall submit a written request to the WisDOT Regional Office 

for a permit to install and maintain the signs.  The permit may be in the form of a 
letter.   
 
This request for a permit from the local government should contain the following 
items: 
• sign message in accordance with Items 4 and 8 of this policy 
• sign offset (distance from edge of travel lane) 
• where sign is proposed to be located 
• type of post used 
• assurance that sign will be free standing (not attached to other signs) 
• copy of local government parking ordinance 
 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/349/II/13
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Once the permit is granted, the local government is responsible for supplying, installing, 
and maintaining these signs in conformance with the permit. 
 
3.  It shall be the responsibility of the local law enforcement personnel to enforce the 

ordinance or the sign(s). 
   
4.  The sign message shall meet the requirements of the WisDOT R7-66 Municipal 

Parking sign plate (see Figure 1).  See Item 8 for approved supplemental messages.  
The local government must obtain the approval of the appropriate WisDOT Regional 
office for the location(s) of the sign(s). 

 
5.  The R7-66 sign shall only be used on conventional highways at or near the 

corporate limits of the community.  This sign shall not be used at site-specific 
locations on conventional roadways, freeways, expressways, or interchange ramps. 

 
6.  Municipal parking signs not meeting the layouts outlined in this policy will be allowed 

to remain in their place until the end of their useful life.  At that time, they should be 
removed and replaced with signs conforming to this policy.  Useful life ends when 
the sign message no longer meets legibility or condition standards.  Municipal 
parking signs may be removed prior to the end of the signs useful life when 
opportunities arise such as knockdown or damage, when other work is occurring 
nearby, or projects make removal practical. 

 
7.  For townships the signs should be placed at the boundary of built-up areas where 

the ordinance applies. 
 
8.  A maximum of three supplemental messages shall be used on a sign.  The six 

approved supplemental messages are: 
- NIGHT 
- SNOW EMERGENCY 
- 24 HR 
- X:XX AM – X:XX AM (example:  2:00 AM – 7:00 AM) 
- DATE – DATE (example:  NOV 15 – MAR 15) 
- ODD / EVEN 
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FIGURE 1 


