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CHAPTER 2 Signing

SECTION 3 Warning Signs

SUBJECT 51 | Pedestrian Crossing Warning Signs

A. Purpose

The 2009 MUTCD provides general guidance for the installation of pedestrian related
warning signs. These signs are considered to be the W11-2 (pedestrian crossing sign),
W11-9 (wheelchair crossing sign) and the S1-1 (school crossing sign assembly).

There are some standards and guidance contained in the May 25, 2011 Wisconsin
Supplement to the 2009 MUTCD. However, there are several undocumented state
practices involving the application of these types of signs. There is a need to
encompass the guidance and standards from all of these resources into a single
document that will be able to assist the practitioner and provide for a consistent
statewide application.

B. Policy

Pedestrian Crossing Signs

1. Pedestrian Crossing Signs should be used where there are higher volumes of
pedestrian activity and at mid-block crossings where crossings are unexpected or
the visibility distance, as defined in Section 2C.46 of the Wisconsin Supplement
is deficient. Pedestrian crossing signs may be used at unsignalized and non-
stop control intersections.
2. The Pedestrian Crossing Sign with AHEAD plague (W16-9P) may be used in
sight deficient areas where pedestrians walk along the edge of the roadway.
3. Crosswalk Locations
- A Pedestrian Crossing Sign may be installed in locations without a crosswalk.
- On state highways, crosswalks are maintained by the local unit of government
by permit (DT 2136 form).

- A crosswalk may be installed without a pedestrian crossing sign for roadways
with posted speeds of 40 mph or less.

- For roadways with posted speeds of 45 mph or higher, new marked
crosswalks alone, without other measures to reduce traffic speeds, shorten
crossing distances, enhance driver awareness of the crossing, and/or provide
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active warning of pedestrian presence, should not be installed across
uncontrolled roadways (see 2009 MUTCD, Section 3B.19, paragraph 09).
Pedestrian Crossing Signs located on WisDOT maintained roadways, shall be
installed and maintained by WisDOT.
Pedestrian Crossing Signs shall not be utilized at a signalized or stop controlled
intersection. The Wheelchair Crossing Sign may be used at a signalized or stop
controlled intersection.
Pedestrian Crossing Signs may be used at an unsignalized right turn bypass.
Another option at a unsignalized right turn bypass is to utilize the Yield Here to
Pedestrians (R1-5 sign) at the crosswalk location.
The Pedestrian Crossing Sign (W11-2) and arrow plaque (W16-7L/R) shall be
placed at the point of crossing.
For roadways with posted speeds of 45 mph or greater, the Pedestrian Crossing
Sign (W11-2) with ahead plaque (W16-9P) shall be installed in advance of the
crossing.
For multiple pedestrian crossings that are close together on roadways with
posted speeds that are lower than 45 mph, the Pedestrian Crossing Sign (W11-
2) with ahead plaque (W16-9P) may be used in lieu of signs at the point of
crossing.

10.The W11-15 or W11-15a, Recreational Trail Crossing sign shall follow the

parameters listed above similar to the W11-2 Pedestrian Crossing Sign.

11.The W11-9 Wheelchair Crossing Sign shall follow the parameters listed above

similar to the W11-2 Pedestrian Crossing Sign, with the exception that it may be
used at signalized and stop controlled intersections.

School Crossing Signs

=

School Crossing Signs may be used at signalized controlled intersections.
Regardless of posted speed, the School Crossing Assembly (S1-1 sign with
WF16-7L/R plaque) shall be installed at every crossing. If two crossings are at
one intersection (far side and near side), both crossings do not need to be
signed.

For multiple School Crossings, the advance warning sign is not required in
advance of every crossing.

Engineering Judgment should be utilized to determine if the advance sign is
required in advance of each crossing in a series.

For placement of School Crossing signs, refer to TGM 2-3-54.
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