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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 

Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 2-3-64 

CHAPTER   2 Signs 

SECTION    3 Warning Signs 

SUBJECT   64 Type I Object Markers under Keep Right Signs 
 
A. General and Background 
 
The 2009 MUTCD, Section 2C-64 allows the usage of a Type I Object Marker (W5-54 
sign) to emphasize the approach end of a median island.  This can give the median 
island additional visibility during nighttime, poor weather conditions or situations where 
the pavement markings or curb and gutter is covered by snow.  The Object Marker can 
be especially helpful in higher speed areas (45 mph and above) and areas where 
medians start.  Typically, many of these areas may have a Keep Right (R4-7) sign 
installed.  An advantage of installing a secondary object marker (W5-54 sign) below the 
Keep Right will allow for increased visibility of the approach end of the median because 
the Object Marker (W5-54 sign) is mounted at 4 feet, which is more in the line of sight 
for a motorist.  The Object Marker (W5-54 sign) is manufactured with fluorescent yellow 
sheeting, so it will reflect well at night and have better daytime conspicuity as well. 
 
B. Policy 
 
1. The W5-54 sign shall be placed below the Keep Right (R4-7 sign) at all 45 mph or 

higher posted speed limits where the highway transitions from an undivided to 
divided roadway (See Standard Detail Drawing 15C21-3). 

 
2. The W5-54 sign should be placed below the Keep Right (R4-7 sign) at the first 

median in a series of medians, where the posted speed in 45 mph or higher. 
 

3. The W5-54 sign may be used (with or without the R4-7 sign) to emphasize approach 
ends of median islands for other areas that have exhibited problems with limited 
visibility or vehicle impacts. 
 

4. The mounting height of the W5-54 sign shall not be less than 4 feet (see Figure 1).   
 

5. The W5-54 sign may be placed on the back side of the post for the Keep Right (R4-7 
sign), where additional emphasis is needed (typically areas with no curb and gutter).  
The W5-54 signs should be mounted back-to-back at the same mounting height. 

 
 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2009r1r2/pdf_index.htm
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2009r1r2/part2c.pdf
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C. Implementation 
 
There is no formal phase-in period for installation of this signing.  Signing field revisions 
may be accomplished through improvement projects or through the TMA process as 
Keep Right signs are routinely replaced.  Signs may also be installed through the TMA 
process to address problem areas. 

 
 

 
FIGURE 1 


