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State Traffic Engineer 2-4-60

CHAPTER 2 Signing

SECTION 4 Guide Signs — Conventional

SUBJECT 60 | Township Boundary and Land Use Zoning Signs

A. Purpose

In the past, there have been requests by both urban and rural townships to have township
boundary signs and land use zoning signs erected on WisDOT system roadways in order
to identify themselves to motorists. In 1997, Assembly Bill 114 created a procedure that
allows certain towns to become “Urban Towns” in order to specify the towns that are
eligible to invoke this procedure and to define the authority granted to towns that become
urban towns. As of the date of this policy, Assembly Bill 114 did not pass.

The intent of this policy is to establish a statewide policy and to control the clutter of signs
on WisDOT system roadways by not allowing the usage of these signs.

B. Policy

Township Boundary signs and/or Township Land Use Zoning signs should not be
installed on WisDOT system roadways, or right of ways, either individually or as part of a
sign assembly. Zoning requirements are easily obtainable from local governments, thus
making this signing unnecessary because these signs do not serve to guide or orient the
average motorist. Similarly, township boundary signs do not have sufficient orientation
value to warrant installation on the State highway or right of way system, since townships
are not even shown on the state map.

In some cases, Township Boundary signs may be allowed by the Department for
urbanized townships only. Requests for signing for urbanized township signs will be
reviewed by the Department on a case-by-case basis and a permit may be granted.

Any existing Township Boundary signs or Township Land Use Zoning signs located on
WisDOT system roadways that have not been permitted, shall be removed no later than
July 1, 2001.
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