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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 

Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 2-6-65 

CHAPTER   2 Signing 

SECTION    6 Guide Signs – Freeways 

SUBJECT   65 Rest Area Amenity Signs 
 
A. Purpose 
 
The intent of this guideline is to establish standards for the use of signs that provide 
information about services available at freeway and expressway rest area facilities.  This 
policy does not include guidance for wayside amenity signs.  Guidance for wayside 
amenity signs can be found in TGM 2-4-65.   
 
This guideline is intended to reduce the number of certain informational signs and 
messages in order to retain or improve the impact of other guidance and warning signs.  
This guideline also reflects the need to focus signing efforts and resources on the signs of 
highest value for safety and mobility. 
 
In the past, rest area amenities such as telephones, historical markers, vending 
machines, and weather information have been signed for on the advance guide signs for 
rest areas.  Over time, motorists have become accustomed to expecting these certain 
amenities at rest areas.  However, there are still certain amenities that motorists still do 
not typically expect at rest areas and may not be included at all rest areas.  By policy, 
WisDOT does not allow signing of designated Veteran’s Memorial Highways on the 
highway right-of-way itself.  Signing for Veteran’s memorial highways are encouraged in 
off right-of-way locations, such as inside a rest area.  Therefore, it makes sense to allow 
the Veterans Memorial Highway Marker sign (E10-56 sign) to remain on the advanced 
rest area guide sign. 
 
The NEXT REST AREA XX MILES supplemental sign (E5-62 sign) has also been 
mounted below the advance guide sign to rest areas, where conditions permit.  This sign 
can be very useful in informing motorists of the distance to the next rest area.  
 
B. Policy 
 

1.  The NEXT REST AREA XX MILES supplemental sign (E5-62 sign) should 
continue to be installed below the advance guide sign, when applicable. 

 

http://wisconsindot.gov/dtsdManuals/traffic-ops/manuals-and-standards/tgm/02/02-04-65.pdf
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2.  Any rest areas containing Veterans Memorial Highway Markers shall have the 
Veterans Memorial Highway Marker (E10-56 sign) installed below the advance 
guide sign. 

 
3.  All other rest area amenity signs previously installed will be allowed to remain in 

place until the end of their useful life, and then they should be removed and not 
replaced.  Useful life ends when the sign message no longer meets legibility or 
condition standards.  These signs may be removed prior to the end of the signs 
useful life when opportunities arise such as knockdown or damage, when other 
work is occurring nearby, or projects that make removal practical. 
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