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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 

Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 2-15-7 

CHAPTER    2 Signs 

SECTION    15 Comprehensive Guiding Policies 

SUBJECT     7 Temporary Traffic Generator Signing on Improvement 
Projects 

 
A. Background and Purpose 
 
Section 2E-35 of the 2009 MUTCD allows states and other agencies the option to adopt 
policies for Supplemental Traffic Generator (Directional Signing).  Correspondingly, 
WisDOT has adopted a Supplemental Traffic Generator policy for permanent signs 
(TGM 2-15-3).  However, there are cases (most notably improvement projects) where 
temporary Supplemental Traffic Generator signs are needed.  Temporary Traffic 
Generator signs may be needed to temporarily replace SIS signs or previously 
approved Supplemental Traffic Generator signs that were previously installed on the 
roadway, but taken down temporarily for the project.  There are other times where a 
business may not have been previously signed, but the improvement project closes off 
an access to a business and temporary signs may be needed to ease the construction 
impact to the business.  In some of these cases, a Temporary Business Guidance Sign 
may be permitted. 
 
The following policy provides guidance on the different types of Temporary Traffic 
Generator signs that may be utilized on improvement projects. 
 
B. Definitions 
 
Freeways are defined as divided highways with fully controlled access at interchanges 
only.  Interstate highways are freeways with the interstate route designation. 
 
Expressways are defined as divided highways with partially controlled access by a 
combination of interchanges, at-grade intersections, and driveways. 
 
Conventional Highways are defined as streets or roads other than freeways or 
expressways.  They may be divided or undivided, two-lane or multi-lane, and access is 
available at intersections and driveways. 
  
  

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2009r1r2/part2e.pdf
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2009r1r2/pdf_index.htm
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C. Policy 
 
Projects that have previously approved SIS or Supplemental Traffic Generator Signs 
that have been temporarily removed during construction. 
 
1. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs shall only be 

allowed for approved SIS or Supplemental Traffic Generator signs that were 
removed as part of the improvement project (See Figure 1). 
 

2. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs shall be black on 
orange and contain no logos.   
 

3. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs shall be designed 
by WisDOT Bureau of Traffic Operations for all Regions, except SE.  For SE Region 
projects, the signs shall be designed by the SE Region Traffic Operations.  Sign 
details and installation details should be included as part of the improvement project 
plans. 

 
4. Temporary SIS Signs and Supplemental Traffic Generator signs are typically paid for 

as part of the improvement project under the bid item, Traffic Control Signs Fixed 
Message. 

 
Temporary Business Guidance Signs (signs not previously approved as SIS or 
Supplemental Traffic Generator signs). 
 
1. Temporary directional signing for local businesses may be allowed in the highway 

right-of-way, at locations approved by the Project Manager. 
 
2. Privately erected signs shall require an approved permit (see attached Temporary 

Business Guidance Signs Permit Application – Figure 2).  Privately erected signs 
Temporary directional signing for local businesses shall not be allowed on 
freeways, expressways or at the exit ramp. 
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Figure 1 
(Example of Temporary SIS Signs for Improvement Projects) 
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Figure 2 
Temporary Business Guidance Signs Permit Application 
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