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CHAPTER 2 Signing

SECTION 15 | Comprehensive Guiding Policies

SUBJECT 20 | Cemetery Signing

A. Purpose

This policy provides guidance for the permitting of signs on WisDOT maintained
roadways, directing road users to certain cemeteries. These guidelines apply to
conventional highways, expressways, and freeways.

B. Definitions

Freeways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have full controlled access,
by means of grade separation at interchanges only.

Expressways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have partial control of
access and generally with grade separations at major intersections.

Conventional Highways are defined as either divided or undivided roadway facilities that
have no control of access with grade separations at intersections. These highways can
be two lane or multilane facilities.

C. Policy

The following criteria shall apply for a cemetery to be eligible for signing on WisDOT
maintained roadways:

1. Only veterans’ cemeteries that are exclusively for veterans and that are owned
and/or managed by the state or national Department of Veterans Affairs are
eligible to be permitted for signing under this policy. The primary function of the
facility shall be a cemetery. Presently, the Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial
Cemetery in Spooner and the Southern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery
near Union Grove are the only two veterans cemeteries that qualify for signage
under this policy.

2. All other cemeteries shall not be signed on WisDOT maintained roadways.
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3. Signing from one conventional State Trunk Highway to another conventional State
Trunk Highway will not be allowed. Any necessary signing off of the State Trunk
Highway system shall be in place prior to the installation of any signs on the State
Trunk Highway system.

4. The signs shall be white message on green background.

5. On conventional highways, signs should be erected a minimum of 500 feet in
advance of the intersection or cemetery entrance.

6. On freeways and expressways, signs should be erected within one mile in advance
of the exit ramp or side road. Destination signs (D1-1 signs) shall be erected at or
near the end of the exit ramp or side road approach.

7. For freeways, expressways, and conventional highways, the cemetery shall be no
more than 5 miles from the nearest exit or State Trunk Highway.

8. The cost for fabrication, installation, and maintenance of this signing shall be the
responsibility of the cemetery owner or managing organization or agency.
WisDOT shall coordinate the fabrication, installation, and maintenance of all signs
on State Trunk Highways, including ramps, and shall be reimbursed for all costs.
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