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CHAPTER    2 Signing 

SECTION    15 Comprehensive Policies 

SUBJECT    30 Hydrant Signing  
 
 

 
 
A. Purpose 
 
Coordination with fire departments has indicated problems with limited identification of 
fire hydrant locations from the freeway or expressway.  This is especially important in 
areas where the view of fire hydrants from the highway is obstructed.  It has been learned 
that response to freeway or expressway fires can be a two-squad operation.  There is 
response time to the freeway or expressway fire scene, and there is response time to fire 
hydrants off of the highway right-of-way.  The freeway or expressway response crew must 
coordinate location and hook-up to the hydrant.  When location of the hydrant is uncertain, 
time is lost. The purpose of this guideline is to establish criteria on the usage of fire 
hydrant location signs and sign identification blades along noise walls. 
 
B. Definitions 

 
Freeways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have full controlled access, 
by means of grade separation at interchanges only. 
 
Expressways are defined as divided arterial highway facilities that have partial control of 
access and generally with grade separations at major intersections.  
 
C. Policy 
 
The placement of hydrant signs is most critical where the vision of the fire hydrant or local 
street from the highway (freeway or expressway) is restricted.  Sounds walls are an 
excellent example of where vision is completely restricted.  Topography of landscape may 
also hinder vision.  It is the intent of the Department to install hydrant signs that satisfy 
the following conditions: 
 

1. At all sound wall installations where the wall creates a visual and physical barrier 
between the roadway and the hydrant. 

 
2. At locations where topography or landscape create a visual or physical barrier 
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between the highway and the hydrant, the hydrant signs should be mounted 
either on posts or the right-of-way fence on the highway side. 

 
3. At locations where crash experience is above average, and expeditious response 

is advantageous. 
 

4. At locations where fire hose standpipes have been installed.  Signs should be 
mounted on posts near the standpipe access joint. 

 
5. The local fire department or fire district shall pay for all costs of the sign, sign 

blade and all mounting hardware.  This includes the costs for initial installation 
and long-term maintenance.  The Department may pay for the initial installation 
provided they are part of a project. 

 
D. Sign Installation 

 
1. The hydrant sign (D9-54 or D9-54A sign) shall be placed, with movable 

capability, over the fire hose access hole (See Figure 1). 
 

2. A two-sided sign blade with blue Type H Reflective sheeting shall be placed on 
all new sound wall installations.  Existing sound wall installations without the two-
sided blade should be retrofitted with the blade as opportunities allow.  The sign 
blade should be placed near the top of the sound wall on the highway side, above 
the fire hose access hole (See Figure 1). 

 
Standard sign plates D9-54 (See Figure 2) and D9-54A (see Figure 3) have been 
developed for hydrant signs.  The signs are white on green and contain a fire hydrant 
symbol.  Sign D9-54 also contains the approximate numerical address of the fire hydrant. 
 
It is strongly encouraged that contact is made with the fire department jurisdictions 
responding to the freeway or expressway to verify the numerical address of the hydrant.  
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FIGURE 1 
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FIGURE 2 
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FIGURE 3 

 


