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CHAPTER   3 Markings 

SECTION    2 Applications 

SUBJECT   11 Raised Pavement Markers 
 
Purpose 
 
Raised pavement markers are used to either supplement or substitute longitudinal 
pavement markings.  These retroreflective units are either placed on top of or embedded 
into the pavement.  Section 3B.11 – 3B.14 of the MUTCD covers the installation of raised 
pavement markers, and Section 6F.79 covers temporary raised pavement markers. This 
policy will clarify application of raised pavement markers on WisDOT maintained roadways. 
 
Policy 
 
The color of the raised pavement markers shall match the color of the line that they 
supplement or substitute. 
 
Plowable raised pavement markers shall not be used on state-maintained roadways. 
Existing plowable raised pavement markers shall not be covered over during a resurface 
project and shall be removed, prior to resurfacing the roadway. 
 
Temporary Raised Pavement Markers, Type I 
 
Temporary Raised Pavement Markers Type I may be used in construction zones to 
supplement pavement marking through shifting tapers.  If used in shifting tapers within 
construction zones, temporary raised pavement markers shall remain in place until the 
traffic staging changes. They shall be placed every 50 feet.  
 
Temporary Raised Pavement Markers, Type II 
 
Temporary Raised Pavement Markers Type II shall be used to substitute pavement 
markings which are completely covered.   
 
On undivided roadways, W8-12 “NO CENTER LINE” signs shall be used to supplement 
Temporary Raised Pavement Markers Type II until temporary or permanent markings are 
installed.  These signs shall be placed at the beginning of the project, at two-mile intervals 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part3/part3b.htm#section3B11
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part3/part3b.htm#section3B11
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throughout the project, and at locations where traffic enters the project area from 
intersections with state trunk and county trunk highways. 
 
On projects for roadways with less than 3500 AADT, temporary raised pavement markers 
are acceptable until a permanent marking can be placed.  
 
On projects for roadways with 3500 ADT or greater, temporary raised pavement markers 
are acceptable for a maximum of 3 days after the markings are covered.  Until the 
permanent markings are installed, temporary pavement markings are required for 
centerlines, lane lines and edge lines.  Permanent markings shall be installed within 14 
days of the marking being covered. 
 
Same-day pavement marking may be used in lieu of using Temporary Raised Pavement 
Markers, Type II. 
 
The standard application of Temporary Raised Pavement Markers, Type II shall be 
installed as shown on Standard Detail Drawing 15C34-1. 
 
Same Day Pavement Marking 
 
If same-day pavement marking is being installed, a reduced amount of temporary raised 
pavement markers may be used to locate the centerline and channelizing lines. At a 
minimum, the following spacing requirements shall be used for Temporary Raised 
Pavement Markers, Type II for same-day pavement marking operations: 
 

• Centerline, Lane Line, and Edge Line Marking:  Place temporary pavement markers 
at 100’ spacing. 

• Place temporary pavement markers at beginning and ends of barrier lines. 
• Beginning and ends of 8” channel line:  Place two temporary pavement markers side 

by side. 
• Dotted 8” Line:  Place 1 temporary raised pavement marker at beginning of every 

other segment of dotted line. 
 

http://wisconsindot.gov/rdwy/sdd/sd-15c34.pdf#sd15c34

