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State of Wisconsin 
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Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 9-3-4 

CHAPTER   9 Bicycle Facilities 

SECTION    3 Markings 

SUBJECT   4 Bicycle Lanes 
 
A. Purpose 
 
WisDOT encourages bicycling by adding or utilizing space on roadways for use of bicyclists.  
This is done in one of three ways - paved shoulders, wide curb lanes and bicycle lanes.  Of 
those three, only bicycle lanes are designated “bikeway” facilities as defined by AASHTO and 
the MUTCD.  This chapter presents the appropriate markings for bicycle accommodations 
including bicycle lanes. 
 
It should be noted that due to costs associated with maintaining bicycle lane markings and a 
significantly reduced maintenance budget, WisDOT has adopted the following policy to give 
guidance for both design and maintenance. This policy does not pertain to the connecting 
highway system. Connecting highways are maintained by local governments and aids are 
provided to cover the costs to maintain these facilities. 
 
B. Marking Guidance and Policy 
 
Paved Shoulders  
 
Edge line markings for shoulders are maintained by the department along state highways. 
Bicyclists are the only vehicular user to be permitted to use shoulders under Wisconsin Statute 
84.01 and will most often use that space when the condition of the pavement is satisfactory.  
When edge lines are added in urban cross-section streets to define shoulder segments or curb 
offsets, those markings will be maintained by the authority charged with the maintenance of the 
facility and will be considered part of our standard maintenance practice.  These edge lines are 
added to prevent motorists from deviating from the travel lane or doubling up in an otherwise 
wide lane.  Secondarily they also help define the space that bicyclists will use. See TGM 3-10-1 
for a matrix on when to use these edge lines on urban cross-section projects. 
 
Occasionally at some intersections, markings will be added to the left of the right turn lane, for a 
separate bike slip lane as shown in SDD 15C 29 a and b and Table 1.  These markings will also 
be maintained as part of the standard WisDOT practice if the rest of the street is not marked 
with bicycle lanes.  If the rest of the facility is marked with bicycle lanes, the local community will 
be responsible for maintaining these markings along with all of the other markings. 
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Wide Curb Lanes 
 
Wide curb lanes do not require markings of any kind to differentiate space for bicyclists.  
However, when lanes are 14’ or greater there may be operational reasons why an edge line is 
desired.  Whenever a 4” edge line is added per TGM 3-10-1 for urban curb and gutter sections, 
WisDOT shall maintain these markings on WisDOT maintained facilities. A 4” edge line 
requires a permit when there is no operational reason for placement. 
 
Bicycle Lanes 
 

1. Rural Applications 
 
Bike lane markings define preferential space for bicyclists and are considered bikeways. Bike 
lanes are rarely marked on rural highways.  
 
Exception will be when a highway is designed with 5 feet or wider paved shoulders or bike 
lanes to accommodate bicyclists per Wisconsin Statute 84.01(35) and Trans 75., then 
intersection treatments found in SDD 15C 29 a and b shall follow what is prescribed in the  
following table:  
 
Table 1 Type A2, B1 and B2 Rural Intersection Treatments When Side road ADT exceeds 

250 for design year *. 
 2  Lane w/ 

signals or 
signed or  
marked for 
right turn 
only 

2 Lane without 
signals or signed 
or  marked for 
right turn only 

4 Lane 
Divided with 
signals or 
signed or  
marked for 
right turn only 

4 Lane Divided 
without signals or 
signed or  marked 
for right turn only 

 SDD 15C 29 Drawing Detail Title, sheets a and b 
Posted 
Speed > 
45mph 

Bike Slip 
Lane 

Wider Turn Lane 
or Bike 

Accommodations 
on Shoulder 

N/a 
Wider Turn Lane or 

Bike Accommodations 
on Shoulder 

Posted 
Speed < 45 
mph 

Bike Lane 
with symbols  

 Bike Slip Lane or 
Wider Turn Lane 

Bike Lane 4 
Lane Divided 

with Right Turn 
Lane 

Bike Slip Lane 
 or  

Wider Turn Lane 

* All intersections types are found in SDD 9A 1 and FDM 11-25, Attachment 1.1 
 
For A-1, C, and D intersection types no special intersection designs are necessary to 
accommodate bicyclists.  
 
Whenever a bike lane is marked to an intersection, it must be to the left of a right turn 
only lane as shown in these details. 
 

2. Urban Applications 
 
SDD 15C 29 c and d are urban type bike lane diagrams shown with and without parking and 
right turn lanes.  The bike lane markings shown at the intersections are part of a continuous 
bike lane.  However, it is permissible to use the bike lane intersection markings (bike slip lanes) 
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independent of continuous bike lane markings if there is space at an intersection and the 
Region Traffic Engineer believes it will better serve bicyclists and motorists at an intersection 
through improved lane delineation.   
 
If bike lane markings and symbols designating the preferential space are appropriate and the 
need approved by the Region Traffic engineer, permit DT2500 for symbols shall be issued to 
the local unit of government that is accepting long-term maintenance of the markings. WisDOT 
shall pay to initially mark them as part of a reconstruction or resurfacing project. All costs 
associated with subsequent maintenance will be borne by the participating local unit of 
government. 
 
Refer to SDD 15C 29 e for layout of the marking symbols and words. 
 
C. Permit Process/Requirements 
 
The Region Traffic Engineer will review the request with the Region Bike and Pedestrian 
Coordinator. It is recommended developing a maintenance agreement no later than the time of 
design study report (DSR). This will ensure that the local unit of government will clearly have 
knowledge of what they are to maintain. This is important for when local jurisdictions decide to 
add bike lane markings.  If edge lines or bike lane markings are approved, a permit shall be 
issued to the local unit of government that is accepting long-term maintenance of the markings. 
 Permit Form DT2500, is attached to this policy.  A copy of the approved permit shall be sent to 
the local government and a copy shall be filed in the Region Office.   
 
Existing markings should be evaluated with the community, based on need and safety, 
individually and collectively within the community.   
 
The permit shall be officially signed and approved prior to any marking of new edge line or bike 
lane markings.  Subsequent remarking will not require a new permit.  
 
Under “Type of Project” on the permit form, use the following guidance:   

• If the bike lane marking (existing or new) is to be marked as part of an improvement 
project, check the “Improvement Project Agreement” box.   

• If the bike lane marking is to be first-time marked on existing pavement by the local 
government, check the “Retrofit Agreement” box.   

• If an existing bike lane marking is to be remarked on existing pavement by the local 
government, check the “Maintenance Permit” box.   

 
Failure to comply with the permit provisions shall void the permit and the bike lane markings 
shall be removed at the local government’s expense.   
 
D. Supporting Thoughts 
 
Adding bicycle lanes is most practical and cost-effective at the time of reconstruction.  There 
are likely to be many more opportunities for bike lane markings on the connecting highway 
system (590 miles) than on non-connecting state highways.  This is especially true in the 
metropolitan areas of the state.  Although there are approximately 1,175 miles of urban state 
highways (municipal extensions), hundreds of miles are categorized as freeways or are higher-
speed rural cross-section highways at the edges of urban areas where shoulders are 
appropriate, but not bike lanes.  While some municipal extensions of state highways will be 
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good candidates for bicycle lanes, right of way constraints will likely limit prospects for many 
bike lanes on these highways. In some cases, wide curb lanes may still be possible candidates 
for these streets. 
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