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State of Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 

Traffic Guidelines Manual 
ORIGINATOR 
State Traffic Engineer 9-3-7 

CHAPTER   9 Bicycle Facilities 

SECTION    3 Markings 

SUBJECT   7 Shared  Lane Markings 
 
A. Purpose 
 
WisDOT encourages bicycling by adding or utilizing space on roadways, for use of bicyclists.  
When this cannot be done, this policy gives guidance for when both bicyclist and motorist are 
sharing the roadway so to minimize motorist and bicyclist crashes.  
 
Due to costs associated with maintaining shared lane markings and a significantly reduced 
maintenance budget, WisDOT has adopted specific maintenance provisions as part of the 
following policy.   
 
This policy does not pertain to the connecting highway system. Connecting highways are 
maintained by local governments and aids are provided to cover the costs to maintain these 
facilities. 
 
B. Policy 
 
Shared Lane markings  

• Assist bicyclists with lateral positioning in a shared lane with on-street parallel parking in 
order to reduce the chance of a bicyclist’s impacting the open door of a parked vehicle.  

• Assist bicyclist with lateral positioning in lanes that are too narrow for a motor vehicle 
and a bicycle to travel side by side within the same traffic lane. 

• Alert road users of the lateral location bicyclists are likely to occupy within the traveled 
way. 

• Encourage safe passing of bicyclists by motorists 
• Reduce the incidence of wrong-way bicycling. 

 
These markings should not be placed on roadways that have a speed limit above 35 mph. They 
shall not be used on shoulders or in designated bicycle lanes. When used, the marking should 
be placed immediately after an intersection and spaced at intervals not greater than 250 feet 
thereafter. 
 
Refer to SDD 15C 29f for layout of the marking. 
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Permit Process/Requirements 
 
The Region Traffic Engineer will review the request with the Regional Bike and Pedestrian 
Coordinator. If shared lane markings are approved, a permit shall be issued to the local unit of 
government that is accepting long-term maintenance of the markings. 
The form DT 2137 is attached to this policy. A copy of the approved permit shall be sent to the 
local government and a copy shall be filed in the Region Office.   
 
The permit shall be officially signed and approved prior to any marking of new shared lane 
markings.  Subsequent remarking will not require a new permit except after upgrading of the 
highway.   
 
Existing markings should be evaluated with the community, based on need and safety, 
individually and collectively within the community.   
 
Under “Type of Project” on the permit form, use the following guidance:   

• If the shared lane marking (existing or new) is to be marked as part of an improvement 
project, check the “Improvement Project Agreement” box.   

• If the shared lane marking is to be first-time marked on existing pavement by the local 
government, check the “Retrofit Agreement” box.   

• If an existing shared lane marking is to be remarked on existing pavement by the local 
government, check the “Maintenance Permit” box.   

 
Failure to comply with the permit provisions shall void the permit and the shared lane markings 
shall be removed at the local government’s expense.   
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