
 

March 2004  Page 1 

 Construction and Materials Manual Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
 Chapter 7 Construction Surveying 
 Section 65 Staking Right of Way 

Department policy on right-of-way survey accuracy and monumentation is contained in FDM Chapter 9. 

After the project control and construction centerline or other base line or reference line has been established, 
stakes marking the right-of-way should be set. If right-of-way has previously been staked or marked on the 
ground, the staking should be reviewed to make certain the right-of-way as staked coincides with plan 
requirements. Occasionally, the right-of-way requirements may be revised after plans have been prepared. To 
ensure the correct right-of-way is staked, the engineer should check the right-of-way as shown on the field sets 
of plans against that shown on the official copy of the latest right-of-way plat, which is located at the region 
office. 

Right-of-way will be staked at each and every break in its alignment, and may be staked at each P.C. and P.T. 
at the pre-defined station interval on curves and at such other intermediate points on tangent as may be 
necessary to readily delineate it. Where marker posts for right-of-way are required to be set by the contractor, 
stakes are to be set to show the location of marker posts in accordance with requirements of the plans before 
construction. 

Where the contract provides for constructing property or right-of-way fence, stakes are to be set to show the 
correct location of the fence with respect to the right-of-way line and plan requirements. Fencing is constructed 3 
ft inside the right-of-way line unless the plan designates otherwise. 

http://wisconsindot.gov/rdwy/fdm/fd-09-00toc.pdf#fd9
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