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 Facilities Development Manual Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
 Chapter 4 Highway Systems 
 Section 15 Detours and Temporary Routes 

FDM 4-15-1  Detours July 2, 1979 

1.1  Definition 

Detours, as defined in Section 84.02(10)(b) of the Wisconsin Statutes, are roads designated as temporary 
routes for maintaining traffic around a section of a highway temporarily closed for construction or a natural 
cause, and are routes designated for short duration. The detour may be improved or maintained to the extent 
necessary as part of the cost of constructing or maintaining the State Trunk Highway System. 

Detours, as they relate to this Chapter, are not to be confused with the temporary state trunk highway routes. 
Temporary routes, as defined in Section 84.02(10)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes, are established by the 
Department pending improvement of an officially laid out state trunk highway route not presently suitable for 
such use. Temporary routes are officially designated as part of the State Trunk Highway System and may 
remain in service for years. They are treated as state trunk highways in every respect except that they are not 
eligible to be constructed as state trunk highways (see FDM 4-15-5). 

A detour provides a function that is essentially the same as a temporary route, but it is not carried on the official 
State Trunk Highway System (refer to Section 84.02(12) of the Wisconsin Statutes). 

1.2  Initiated by Wisconsin DOT 

The Department will provide detours for routing of traffic when the contract provides for the closing of the state 
trunk highway to through traffic during construction. The need to establish detour routes and/or traffic handling 
procedures should be formulated well in advance of the contract, and be part of the overall traffic control plan for 
the project. 

The selection of a detour route should be a cooperative effort between the District Design, Maintenance, Traffic 
and Construction Sections, as necessary, during plan development. In the event the selected route is a county 
trunk highway of local road, the mutual agreement of the unit of government having jurisdiction over the road is 
solicited. A field review of the proposed route is jointly made by all parties concerned to appraise the existing 
condition of the route, make a determination of the extent of improvement necessary to make the route 
adequate for the increased traffic demands, estimate the cost of improvement, and resolve whether the work will 
be performed by county equipment and personnel or as a part of the general construction contract. 

If a detour route could have an effect on emergency vehicle traffic, the local police, fire, and ambulance services 
are given the opportunity to review and comment on the detour proposal either by letter or by a public 
information meeting. If a detour route could affect school bus operation the affected school system is contracted 
to resolve any problems. 

The Statutes provide that the Department is responsible for any damage to such roads resulting from their use 
as detours, and require that upon cessation of their use as detours they be restored to a condition as least equal 
to that which existed prior to their use as a detour. 

1.3  Initiated by Local Units of Government 

Provisions for establishment of detours by local units of government are contained in Section 81.08 (authority of 
the town boards to establish detours on town roads) and in Section 83.19 (authority of the county highway 
commissioners to establish detours on county highways). The reader is referred to these sections for specific 
information in this regard. In the case of cities or villages establishing detours, Section 84.07(4) provides that, 
except in the case of an emergency, no city or village shall obstruct any street over which any state trunk 
highway is marked unless it first make arrangements with the Department of marking a detour. 

FDM 4-15-5  Temporary Routes January 24, 1997 

Many temporary routes were established through department actions or legislative enactments decades ago. A 
temporary route occurs when a STH system change has been adopted and the official system location in 
removed from the marked and traveled route to an unconstructed new location. Until such time as the official 
location is constructed or an action is taken to reestablish the official system location on the marked and 
traveled route, any improvements involving the temporary route must comply with the previsions of section 
84.02(10)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
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Section 84.02(10)(a) states in part: …the temporary route shall be considered part of the state trunk 
highway system in every respect, except that it may not be constructed as a state trunk highway.” 

The term “constructed,” as applied to current Six Year Program improvement category types, is interpreted to 
include all projects in the Major Project Program and to reconstruction projects in the Existing Highways 
Program. However, those projects in the State Highway Rehabilitation Maintenance Program, the Bridge 
Program and Resurfacing Pavement Replacement and Reconditioning in the existing Highway Program have 
been determined to be system applications or maintenance rather than “construction” as per the statute. 
Therefore, it is considered valid to apply STH System improvement funds toward all projects in these categories. 

Definitions of the Existing Highways improvement category types are shown in FDM 3-5-2.  

http://wisconsindot.gov/rdwy/fdm/fd-03-05.pdf#fd3-5-2
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