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 Facilities Development Manual Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
 Chapter 20 Federal and State Environmental Laws, Policies, Regulations and 

Agreements 
 Section 30 State Interagency Agreements 

FDM 20-30-1  State Agency Agreements September 15, 1995 

1.1  Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Cooperative Agreement, 1995 

A cooperative agreement was established between these state agencies regarding transportation projects that 
could have potential impacts on the environment. 

The WisDOT and the DNR agree to consult and cooperate with each other such that each can accomplish its 
assigned statutory responsibilities while assuring at the same time that adverse effects on Wisconsin's land, 
water, fish, and wildlife resources are minimized to the fullest extent practicable under law. 

The agreement involves the following: 

 1. WisDOT will provide DNR with copies of notices of intention to make changes in the State Trunk 
Highway System, notices of hearings scheduled for proposed changes, copies of annual proposed 
highway improvement programs, and copies of federal and state environmental impact statements. 

 2. WisDOT will inform DNR of proposed new construction by providing copies of pertinent 
interdepartmental memoranda and preliminary plans indicating the location and nature of the work, 
immediately following authorization to incur engineering expenditures. 

 3. DNR will review proposed improvements and make the recommendations necessary to comply with 
applicable environmental and regulatory requirements. 

 4. WisDOT will give consideration to such DNR recommendations incident to the location, design, 
construction, and maintenance of facilities. If WisDOT feels that it is not practicable to comply with the 
DNR recommendations, appropriate department staffs will meet and resolve any differences. 

 5. DNR and WisDOT district offices and central offices will maintain close liaison to achieve the 
objectives of this agreement. 

 6. WisDOT will monitor the activities of the contractor to assure that the environmental and regulatory 
requirements for the project are being met. 

 7. Both departments will follow a prescribed conflict resolution process within specified time frames to 
resolve their differences. 

WisDOT has agreed to make "legal arrangements" for regional flood elevation increases equal to or greater 
than 0.01 foot caused by their highway projects on "zoned" streams. DNR has agreed, for regulated streams, to 
assist the community to facilitate the amendment of the floodplain zoning ordinance before construction begins. 

Upon receiving notice of a WisDOT sponsored project that will increase the regional flood elevation by 0.01 foot 
or more and copies of the appropriate "legal arrangements," the DNR district office shall advise the local unit of 
government to amend their flood profile and, if necessary, the map. 

There is no specific action required under the Cooperative Agreement for unregulated streams (see Attachment 
1.1). 

1.2  Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP) -WisDOT 
Cooperative Agreement, 1987 

WisDOT agrees to provide information to DATCP on the nature of the project and alternatives, the affected farm 
parcels, and the names and addresses of affected land owners. Agricultural Impact Notification forms are sent 
to DATCP for their use in determining whether to prepare an Agricultural Impact Statement (AIS). 

The DATCP has 60 days within which to prepare an AIS once it has determined that all the information 
necessary to complete the AIS has been received (see Attachment 1.2). 

1.3  State Historical Society -Wisconsin Department of Transportation Cooperative Agreement 

The Highway Salvage Archaeological Program/Cooperative Agreement between the State Historical Society 
(SHS) and WisDOT, as amended, requires WisDOT to inform the historical society of its projects that would 
result in new land disturbance in both new or previously undisturbed WisDOT right-of-way. Based on this 
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agreement, the society sends an archaeologist to the project area to conduct a survey. A determination is 
subsequently made as to whether resources would be adversely affected by the proposed action. 

Refer to FDM 5-10-5 for coordination procedures with the State Historical Society and to Chapter 26 for a 
detailed discussion of compliance requirements with state and federal laws governing historic preservation (see 
Attachment 1.3). 

1.4  Wisconsin Costal Management Program -Memorandum of Understanding 

Subsequent to the establishment of the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, the Wisconsin Coastal 
Management Council and the WisDOT entered into an agreement to maintain consistent coordination goals with 
both the national and state coastal zone management programs. The lead agency for administering the state 
program is the Wisconsin Department of Administration. FDM 5-10-35 discusses the operations necessary to 
comply with this program (see Attachment 1.4). 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1.1 WisDOT – DNR Cooperative Agreement 

Attachment 1.2 WisDOT - DATCP Cooperative Agreement 

Attachment 1.3 WisDOT - State Historical Society Cooperative Agreement 

Attachment 1.4 Memorandum of Understanding Between the Wisconsin Coastal Management Council 
and the Departments of Administration and Transportation 

FDM 20-30-5  State and Federal Agency Agreements February 15, 1988 

5.1  U.S. Forest Service and Wisconsin Department of Transportation 2740 -Memorandum of 
Understanding on Procedures Related to Highways Over National Forest Lands 

The U.S. Forest Service and WisDOT entered into an agreement to establish the terms and conditions for 
cooperative planning, design, construction and maintenance, signing, access, right-of-way acquisition, and other 
matters related to state highway use and occupancy of national forest lands. 

This memorandum ensures that consultation and coordination will occur between the two agencies before 
highway construction planning and physical improvements are made by the WisDOT or U.S. Forest Service on 
any lands affecting both goals (refer to FDM 5-5-5).  

5.2  U.S. Forest Service and State of Wisconsin -Memorandum of Understanding Regarding the 
Chequamegon and Nicolet National Forests, 1964 as Amended in 1981 

The U.S. Forest Service and the State of Wisconsin agreed to consult and coordinate regarding any project 
work on areas within the Chequamegon and Nicolet National Forests. Close coordination with the regional 
Forest Service in Milwaukee is required by WisDOT for any highway project traversing forest land (refer to FDM 
5-5-5). 
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