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ARIP General Overview
The Agricultural Roads Improvement Program (ARIP) was established as a one-time 

$150 million SEG-funded grant appropriation in the 2023-2025 biennium.

• Purpose: provide state funding to assist local governments in improving 

deteriorating Class B and weight-restricted roads that restrict the ability of 

producers to transport full loads of agricultural goods and forest products.

• ARIP was continued in the 2025-2027 biennial budget ($120 million in new 

funding).

• ARIP may be funded at up to a 90% state cost share.

• From the date of legislation, program must award within 3 years 

• and reimburse within 5 years.



ARIP Project Eligibility 

Functionally 

classified as a local 

road or minor 

collector

20 ft or less and not 

eligible for funding 

under another 

federal program

Provides access to 

agricultural lands or 

facilities and is used 

by at least one 

agricultural producer

Class "B" or posted 

weight limitation for at 

least one month during 
the previous year.

No longer Class B or 

weight posted after 

project completion 

unless in emergency 

circumstances

Maintained by 
political subdivision



ARIP Round 1 Applications

     

          

          

In the Round 1 project solicitation,122 

eligible applications were received 

requesting $224 million in ARIP funding, 

representing nearly $250 million in total 

project costs. 



ARIP Round 1 Awards

• 29 projects were awarded across 28 
counties for nearly $50 million in 
ARIP funding

• 120 projects have been awarded in 
total since the program was 
established



Round 2 Timeline – $70 Million

Project Solicitation 
Opens

April 29, 2026

Application 

Deadline

June 29, 2026

Committee 

Reviews

July-September

Anticipated Award 

Announcements

October-

November



ARIP Webpage

Information regarding the ARIP program can be found on our webpage at: https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/arip.aspx

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/local-gov/astnce-pgms/highway/arip.aspx


ARIP Webpage Cont’d



ARIP Webpage – More Info



Application Materials

• ARIPWeb application

• Step-By-Step User 
guide

• ARIP Guidelines and 
Requirements

• Potentially Eligible 
Roads map application 



Applying for Funding – Quick Reference
Step Key Action Notes

1. Eligibility Confirm road qualifies Local/minor collectors; ≥1 month posted limit

2. Documentation Collect supporting materials Maps, photos, resolutions

3. Scope Define improvements Must meet trans code standards

4. Estimate Prepare engineer’s estimate Include local share

5. Application Complete and attach docs Submit via ARIPWeb portal

6. Deadline June 29th by 5:00pm Late applications not accepted

7. Review

WisDOT validates eligibility and 

Discretionary Selection Committee review 

& scoring

Based on need, benefit, cost

8. Award Selected projects funded
SMA issued, advertisement and construction 

proceeds



ARIPWeb – Application Reminders & Updates



Copy Forward an Application



Eligible Producer Categories

Sand has been added an eligible producer product type



New Application Question: Route Connectivity

• A new question has been added to the application requesting supplemental information on route 

connectivity

• This information will help the ARIP Discretionary Selection Committee evaluate project context and route 

connectivity

• Response is required for all applications

• Applicants must select “Yes” or “No”

• Regardless of response, additional narrative information must be entered in the provided text box



Required Attachments – Proof of load posting
• Documentation must demonstrate the roadway was weight restricted for at least one month in the prior 

year

• Applies to seasonal, Class B, or special (e.g., bridge closure) restrictions

• Must be uploaded with the application

• Examples of sufficient documentation include:

✓ Dated photographs of a weight restriction sign (with location context)

✓ Municipal statement or email confirming the restriction and timeframe

✓ Seasonal posting notice or table (e.g., county posting dates) for county roadways

✓ Documentation that reasonably shows:

✓ The restriction existed

✓ The timeframe was (≥ 1 month)

✓ It applies to the roadway on the application



Required Attachments – Proof of load posting 
Cont’d

• Examples of insufficient documentation include:

× Undated photos with no timeframe or context

× General policies or webpages (no confirmation of when restriction occurred)

× County posting info for local roads (no tie to the roadway)

× Documentation that does not clearly show:

× When the restriction occurred, or

× That it applies to the roadway in the application



Application Review & Communication Process

• Applicants receive a confirmation email from ARIPWeb upon submission

• Applications submitted after the deadline or not meeting eligibility 

requirements will be denied, with notification via email

• Applications needing corrections or clarification will be returned to the work 

queue

• Email notification for returned applications is sent the next day

• Corrections must be completed within approximately 7 business days or 

less



Reimbursements of Eligible Project Costs

• ARIP is a reimbursement program (submit via ARIPWeb)

• Quarterly requests allowed (one per quarter, may bundle invoices)

• Reimbursed:

• 100% up to award amount, OR         

• 90% of final costs 

• Local sponsors cover any costs beyond ARIP award

• Funds reimbursed within ~30 days (via ACH)

} whichever is less



Example ARIP Funding Scenarios 



Tips for Success – During Application
• Include additional photographs and/or maps that clearly illustrate the project area and the agricultural or 

forestry operations served

• Provide a clear and detailed project description, including existing roadway conditions and the scope of 

proposed improvements

• Explain how the project will reduce trips, improve efficiency, and support a reliable, all-season roadway 

that supports a 10-year lifespan

• Clearly describe how the roadway will be used following project completion

• Include completed Agricultural Producer Support Forms (designed to be commodity-neutral), as these 

can help substantiate reported economic impact data

• Provide testimonials or letters of support from producers or stakeholders to further demonstrate project 

need and benefit

• Highlight whether the project route connects to or is adjacent to Class A all-season roadway

https://wfbf.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/ARIP-Farmer-Support-Form-FILLABLE.pdf


WisDOT Local Program Contacts

Hillary Pelton
ARIP Program Manager
(608) 261-4443
Hillary.pelton@dot.wi.gov 

Merrill Mechler-Hickson
Program and Policy Chief
(608) 261-8977
merrill.mechlerhickson@dot.wi.gov

Penny Yanke

ARIP Contract Specialist

(608) 267-0261

pennym.yanke@dot.wi.gov 

mailto:Hillary.pelton@dot.wi.gov
mailto:merrill.mechlerhickson@dot.wi.gov
mailto:pennym.yanke@dot.wi.gov


Thank you!
“Our Town would have had to stretch the 

complete rebuild of this road over 

approximately 3-4 years due to today's costs 

and the extensive deteriorated state it was in.  

And with limited road budget, we could not 

have addressed any other road projects 

during those years.  With limited budgets that 

all municipalities face, the ARIP grant was a 

blessing.  

The application is thorough, but not difficult to 

complete.  The DOT staff for ARIP are easy to 

work with and were available for guidance 

when needed. We will continue to apply for 

this grant as long as it remains available, and 

we have roads needing repair.”
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