
 

    
                                                

  
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

   
     

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Roadway and Bridge Improvement Programs 

The pages that follow list all of WisDOT's projects planned for implementation in Calendar 
Years 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023. Projects are sorted in the following order: 

CALENDAR YEAR 

DIVISION-BUREAU (REGION) 

COUNTY NAME 

HIGHWAY NUMBER 

SCHEDULE DATE 

PROJECT ID 

It should be noted that the list contains some minimal over-programming (i.e., more projects than 
can actually be funded in a given year) to allow for attrition, that is, projects being delayed or 
dropped for other than financial reasons.  Preliminary engineering projects will not be contained 
in the following list although they are likely to be listed in the appropriate MPO TIP. 

It should also be noted that the FEDERAL FUND TYPE (or lack of) shown for each project 
represents a tentative fund assignment that may or may not become reality.  WisDOT reserves 
the right to change the federal fund type on individual projects at any time prior to obligation, 
when necessary, consistent with its overall obligation plan to maximize the use of available 
federal aid. 

Programing based on FAST Act Funding Programs 

Federal-aid highway and transit funding programs are based on the 2015 transportation 
authorization act Fix America Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act). WisDOT will make all 
required program adjustments in accordance with the FAST Act legislation along with any 
related federal regulations and guidance. 

Note: The estimated cost range is provided so that WisDOT can award projects by using the 
competitive process and not disclose bidding information. 
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Funding Codes 

Fund Type Project Prefix 

Congestion Mitigation Air Quality CMAQ 

Surface Transportation Program (STP) – state reference STP 
FAST Act program for the state STP is 

the Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) 
Program 

Highway Safety Improvement Program HSIP 

High Priority Projects HPP 

National Highway Freight Program NHFP 

National Recreational Trails (funds transferred to DNR) NRT 

National Highway Performance Program NHPP 

Discretionary Allocations ITS, ER 

Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation BR 

Public Land and Forest Highway Programs PLH, FH 

Statewide Metropolitan Planning SPR, PL 

Transportation Alternatives Program TAP 
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Local Programs 

All these programs, except for the Local Bridge Program, utilize federal and local funds to pay 
for local projects.  In addition to federal and local funds, the Local Bridge Program may also 
utilize state funds to pay for local projects. 

Local Bridge Program: Funds the improvement of local bridges.  This includes engineering 
and construction costs for administering and implementing bridge improvements on roads that 
are not a part of the State Trunk Highway (STH) System. 

Local Highway Improvement Assistance: Funds the improvement of local highways, 
including engineering, real estate, construction costs, and department services on roads that are 
not a part of the STH System. 

STP Urban Program: Improvements in urban areas with populations greater than 5,000. 
Also, non-highway projects including multi-modal facilities, transit capital improvements, 
and bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

STP Rural Program: Improvements to roads and streets functionally classified as higher 
than rural minor collectors.  Also, non-highway projects including multi-modal facilities, 
transit capital improvements, and bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ): Funds projects that have a positive impact on air 
quality including highway efficiency improvements, carpooling, transit improvements, 
development of bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and alternative fuel facility and vehicle projects. 
These projects are located in or impact nonattainment and maintenance areas for criteria 
pollutants. 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP): Funds programs and projects defined as 
transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 
infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced 
mobility, bicycle and pedestrian plans, and safe routes to school projects. It is the State of 
Wisconsin’s STBG-Set-Aside program.  
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State Programs 

All these programs utilize federal, state, and/or local funds to pay for projects located on the 
State Trunk Highway (STH) system. 

Major Highway Development: Major Highway Development projects are generally the most 
complex, costly and controversial projects initiated by WisDOT.  They are long-term solutions to 
the most serious deficiencies on highly traveled segments of the highway system.  A Major 
Project cost threshold is indexed to construction inflation.  As of October 1, 2019, the cost 
thresholds are either a total cost of more than $102.3 million or a total cost of $40.9 million and 
involving one of the following: 

1) Constructing a new highway 2.5 miles or more in length; 
2) Reconstructing or reconditioning an existing highway by one of the following: 

a. Relocating 2.5 miles or more of existing highway; 
b. Adding one or more lanes 5 miles or more in length to the existing highway; 
c. Improving to freeway standards 10 miles or more of existing divided highway 

having two or more lanes in either direction. 

Southeast Wisconsin Freeway Megaprojects: This program provides funding for all projects 
on the southeast Wisconsin freeway system expected to cost more than $500 million, including 
the reconstruction of the I-94 North-South freeway and the Zoo interchange.  Under this 
program: 

1) The megaprojects cost threshold is indexed to construction inflation (as of October 1, 
2018 the threshold is $684.5 million). 

2) Megaprojects must be enumerated by state law. 

State Highway Rehabilitation (SHR): The State Highway Rehabilitation subprogram funds 
improvements on Wisconsin’s state-owned highway system.  Improvements funded in the SHR 
program include bridge preservation, bridge rehabilitation, bridge replacements, pavement 
preservation, pavement rehabilitation, pavement replacement, and intersection and interchange 
improvements. The program is managed as two separate sub-systems: The Backbone system and 
the 3R system> These two subsystems are managed as follows: 

Backbone System: The Backbone Highway subprogram funds improvements on 
Wisconsin’s 1,588-mile Backbone highway system.  The Backbone system includes all 876 
miles of Interstate routes in the state as well as those freeways and expressways that are 
designated as Backbone roadways in Connections 2030, Wisconsin’s long-range 
transportation plan. Improvements funded in the Backbone Rehabilitation program include 
bridge preservation, bridge rehabilitation, bridge replacements, pavement preservation, 
pavement rehabilitation, pavement replacement, and intersection and interchange 
improvements. 

3R System: The 3R program funds improvements (resurfacing, restoration, and 
rehabilitation) to existing roadways, the minor addition of lanes, traffic and safety 
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improvements, and minor realignments of roadway. Improvements in this subprogram are 
categorized by the type of work involved: 

o Resurfacing: Rehabilitating the surface of a pavement to provide a smoother ride 
and to extend the pavement's structural life.  Can also include pavement widening 
and/or shoulder paving to improve safety and reduce shoulder maintenance costs. 

o Reconditioning: Resurfacing and improving an isolated grade, curve, or 
intersection. 

o Pavement Replacement: The highest type of “resurfacing” whereby the existing 
pavement structure is replaced with a new one.  Does not include widening of the 
roadway. 

o Reconstruction: Total rebuilding of the highway to provide a safer facility, to 
improve geometrics (i.e. longer passing and stopping sight distances, broader 
turning radii, and additional lanes at intersections) and increased traffic handling 
capabilities.  Other benefits are a smoother ride, reduced travel time and lower 
maintenance costs. 

Major Interstate and High-cost State Highway Bridges: This subprogram includes two 
separate programs focusing on unique, high-cost structure projects across the state. Bridges are 
ineligible for this program if they are considered as part of a Southeast Wisconsin Freeway 
Megaprojects. 

Major Interstate Bridge Program: A Major Interstate Bridge project is defined as any bridge 
project on a state highway that crosses a river forming a boundary of the state and for which 
the state’s estimated cost share is at least $100 million. 

High-cost State Highway Bridge Program: A High-cost State Highway Bridge project is 
defined as any bridge project on a state highway that has a total cost of more than $150 
million. Bridges are ineligible for this program if they are considered as part of a Major 
Interstate Bridge project. 

Highway Traffic Operations: This subprogram includes all the repair and operation of 
pavement markings, traffic signs, traffic operation improvements, and freeway detours. 

Maintenance Program: This program funds the refurbishment, repair, cleaning, painting, re-
lamping, etc., of existing traffic control devices (TCDs).  Although state crews do most of the 
routine maintenance on TCDs, the nature of some of the work and/or the sheer volume of it 
requires outside help.  The biggest items are sign refurbishment of the large freeway guide signs, 
cleaning and re-lamping of the highway lighting units, and traffic control signals on the system. 
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Safety Programs 

All these programs utilize federal funds and the match is either state, local, or railroad funds, 
depending upon the jurisdiction of the highway and type of railroad project.  These funds pay for 
activities that promote safety.  The Highway Safety Improvement Program is incorporated into 
the safety related projects listed by WisDOT Region in the STIP. 

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP): Funds street and highway improvements to 
high crash locations on state, county, and local highways, including the Interstate System. 
Generally speaking, low cost improvements that maximize safety benefits are sought. 

Railroad Crossing Warning Devices: Funds signal warning device installations, circuitry 
improvements, flashing lights, cantilevered flashing lights, and gates. 

Railroad Crossing Elimination of Hazards: Funds geometric improvements (grades), modular 
crossings, separations (limited because of high costs), consolidations, and closures. 
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Project Listing Reference Information 

The tables on pages 7 – 7 through 7 – 9 are provided as reference for the information within the 
preceding Tab 7 central office and region project listings: 

Program (Pgm) code 
205 Highway and local bridge improvement assistance 
206 Local transportation facility improvement assistance 
207 Railroad crossing improvement, protection, and repair assist 
208 Multimodal transportation studies 
209 Transportation facilities economic assistance and development 
210 Surface transportation grants 
211 Congestion mitigation and air quality improvement 
290 Transportation alternatives 
301 Southeast Wisconsin freeway megaprojects 
302 Major highway development 
303 State highway rehabilitation 
304 Major interstate bridge construction 
305 Highway maintenance, repair, and traffic operations 

Contract Types 
ATR TEA Rail Contract 
C/E Consultant Delivery (Preliminary or Construction Engineering) 
CCO Contract Change Order (When a separate project ID is used) 
I/E In-house delivery (Prelim or Construction Engineering) 

JTP Jurisdictional Transfer Payment (used only when a payment is being made to a local for 
work they are going to do on the roadway to be transferred) 

LET Contract via Bid Letting 
LFA Local Force Account (replaces AUP, CRC and S&S) 
LLC Locally Let Contract 
M/E Municipal Engineering 
MIS Miscellaneous Negotiated Contract 
OST Other State Let Contract 
PRR Passenger Rail Service 
R/E Real Estate Acquisition (For encumbering real estate payments) 
R/R Railroad Contract 
SFA State Force Account 
TST Fund Transfer to Federal Transit Authority 
UTL Utility Contract (For compensable utility contracts) 
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Concept Improvement Codes 
The table below defines improvement concepts: 

Improvement 
Concept Code 

FDM 3-5-2 Highway 
“Roadway” 

Improvement Type 
Improvement Concept Definition 

PSRS10 
PSRS20 
PSRS30 
PSRS40 

Preservation / 
Restoration 

PRESERVATION / RESTORATION – 
preservation/restoration treatments may address cracks, joints 
and surface imperfections, seal and protect the road surface, 
improve friction and/or remove and apply a minimal riding 
surface (code varies by treatment type). 

RSRF10 
RSRF20 
RSRF30 

COLD10 
COLD20 

Resurfacing RESURFACING – placing a new surface on an existing 
roadway to provide a better all-weather surface, a better riding 
surface, and to extend or renew the pavement life (code varies 
by thickness of resurface). 

Cold-in-place recycling when applicable. 
RCND10 
RCND20 

Reconditioning RECONDITIONING – work in addition to resurfacing. 
Minor reconditioning (10) includes intersection work, 
pavement widening and/or shoulder paving. Major 
reconditioning (20) includes improvement of an isolated 
grade, curve, intersection or sight distance problem to 
improve safety. 

PVRPLA 
PVRP_O 

COLD30 

Pavement Replacement PAVEMENT REPLACEMENT – structural improvement 
of the pavement structure or removal of the total thickness of 
all paving layers from an existing roadway and providing a 
new paved surface without changing the subgrade. PVRP_O 
includes operational improvements. 

Full depth Cold-in-place recycling where applicable. 
RECST 
BRNEW 

Reconstruction RECONSTRUCTION PRESERVATION – total rebuilding 
of an existing highway to improve maintainability, safety, 
geometrics and traffic service. 

RECSTE 
BRNEW 

Expansion RECONSTRUCTION EXPANSION & NEW BRIDGE – 
includes the same types of work associated with 
reconstruction, but also involves the construction of additional 
through travel lanes or new structures. 

BRRHB Bridge Rehabilitation BRIDGE REHABILITATION – the preservation or 
restoration of the structural integrity of an existing bridge as 
well as work to correct safety defects. 

BRELIM 
BRRPLE 
BRRPL 

Bridge Replacement BRIDGE ELIMINATION, BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
EXPANSION & BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 
PRESERVATION – the building of a new bridge to replace 
an existing bridge. 
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MISC MISCELLANEOUS – Work that is not classified under 
other Improvement Concept codes, including Construction 
Work Zone Traffic Mitigation/Service Patrol, Bank 
Developed Wetland Mitigation, Project Specific Wetland 
Mitigation, Jurisdictional Transfer, placeholders, ITS 
incidental items acquired via purchase order or request for 
proposal, Service Patrol Service Order Contract, TOPS Lab 
safety studies, salt sheds, temporary widening, temporary 
bridges, Majors satellite field office costs. 

Consult the Facilities Development Manual (FDM) Procedure 3-5-2 for comprehensive definitions 
of improvement types. 

The following traffic operations improvement concepts should be used with Legislative 
Subprogram 305 – Highway Maintenance, Repair and Traffic Operations 

Improvement 
Concept Code Improvement Concept Definition 

TOPM STH – TRAFFIC OPERATIONS PAVEMENT MARKING – intended to cover 
all costs associated with general pavement marking including repainting centerline 
markings, lane line and no-passing zone markings, edge line markings and special 
pavement markings on existing highways. Special marking presently includes but is 
not, limited to the following items; channelizing lines, railroad crossing markings, 
stop lines, crosswalks, words and symbols, arrows, diagonal markings, curb 
markings, parking stall lines, bike lane markings and island nose markings. 

TOS STH – TRAFFIC OPERATIONS SIGNING – includes all work associated with 
the installation of new signs and supports along existing highways. It also includes 
the maintenance of highway signs, supports and sign bridges. Maintenance is 
defined as replacing, repairing and refacing signs. 

TOE STH – TRAFFIC OPERATIONS ELECTRICAL – includes all costs for the 
installation and maintenance of highway lighting (including relamping, repair and 
replacement) and the maintenance of weigh station and sign lighting. 

TOITS STH – TRAFFIC OPS INTELLIGENT TRANS SYSTEMS (ITS) – Intelligent 
Traffic Systems are defined by FHWA as: Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) 
means electronics, communications, or information processing used singly or in 
combination to improve the efficiency or safety of a surface transportation system. 
This definition provides the base for the charging to program code 3890. 
Anticipated uses of 3890 will include but are not limited to; expenses relating to the 
operations and integration of ITS field devices, ITS deployment program planning 
expenses, and the expenses associated with the design and construction of ITS 
stand-alone project identified in the fiscal budget. 

TOSIG STH – TRAFFIC OPERATIONS-TRAFFIC SIGNALS – includes all work 
associated with the installation, maintenance and repair of traffic control signals 
and beacons not part of an improvement project. 

TOI STH – TRAFFIC OPERATIONS IMPROVEMENT BRIDGE REPAIR – only 
used for projects using sub-program 305 for urgent bridge repairs. 
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