QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR SOLICITATION NUMBER 510366
2020 HUMAN SERVICE VEHICLES – MEDIUM BUSES AND REAR LOAD WAGON/VAN
ROUND ONE – JULY 22ND  2020


GENERAL QUESTIONS – Vehicle Specifications – Solicitation Requirements


IMPORTANT--Please do NOT email or call WisDOT Transit staff concerning this solicitation or the submittal process.  Any contact with Transit staff will result in your bid being disqualified. 

eSupplier instructions

Vendors must use the eSupplier System (https://esupplier.wi.gov) to respond to this solicitation. eSupplier is more efficient overall and affords Vendors a higher degree of control. The eSupplier Sourcing Event number for this solicitation is 11477. The date stamp for eSupplier will be stamped at the time of submission and serves as documentation of a timely submittal. Vendors should allow ample time to enter their eSupplier response.

Required materials shall be received for acceptance of their Bid by the date and time (8/12/2020 at 2pm central)  listed on the Bid cover sheet or through eSupplier. Proposals received after that time and date will be rejected. In-person, USPS, courier, Faxed and e-mailed Proposals are not accepted.

There are typically four reasons a file would to fail to upload to eSupplier: 
0. The file name is too long. File names must be no longer than 64 characters, including the file extension (e.g., “.docx”) and cannot contain special characters (e.g., commas or percent signs). 
0. The file is too large. The maximum file size is 80MB. 
0. The file has macros included and enabled. Since these files may contain viruses, the eSupplier system will not allow them. 
0. The file type is not supported. While most file types may be uploaded, some types, like videos, will not save successfully. 

If none of these conditions apply and you still cannot upload a file, contact STAR Support for assistance at STARSupport@wisconsin.gov or (844) 947-7827.

Please Note: When all responses have been entered and saved, click the Submit button to send your response to the State. Click Submit on the pop-up window to confirm. You should receive a confirmation message that it has been submitted. 


GENERAL QUESTIONS – Vehicle Specifications


GENERAL REQUEST - We would like to ask for a time frame to allow for a second round of questions that may arise as a result of changes or response to first round of questions. -  There will be no further question and answer periods for this solicitation. 








LINE 9 – MEDIUM BUS (10/2 SEATING) 


1.2 - Specifications call for 176" wheelbase - For this capacity of bus a 158" wheelbase will be ample. Request this be changed to 158" minimum. - 176 inches is accepted but should be the minimum. We do not want a smaller body or chassis on this line item.

1.3 - Calls for overall length of 261 - Request this dimension be a minimum requirement. - 176 inches is accepted but should be the minimum. We do not want a smaller body or chassis on this line item.

1.4 - Calls for overall exterior width to be 94" - Request this be changed to 96" maximum excluding exterior mirrors or wheel flares - Approved

3.6 - Specifications calls for stainless steel exhaust - Request approval of exhaust that is made up of either stainless steel and/or aluminized steel. Both are corrosion and heat resistant and will meet FMVSS and EPA requirements. – Request approved. 

4.4 - Specifications call for wheel covers (hubcaps) - There are no hubcaps that we are aware of that works with dual rear wheel units. Request this either be changed to stainless steel wheel inserts or simply leave wheels painted white as specified under 4.3 and remove this section. – Request Approved. This specification can be eliminated. Hubcaps are not required

7.6 - Specifications call for low pressure tire warning system - This type system is not available on Ford E series cutaway chassis needed for this project.  Request this requirement be deleted. – Request Approved. Requirement is deleted

9.6 - Specifications call for a 7 inch round third brake light. -  We request approval to use a 4" round brake light that is LED and typical style for buses of the type required. Also this light matches the other standard lights. - Approved

11.1 - Specifications call for FTA foam in driver's seat.- According to the seat manufacturer, Freedman Seating Co., there is not a driver seat available with FTA foam. So, please delete this requirement. - FTA foam requirement can be eliminated for this line.

11.3 - Specifications call for the most forward seat behind an open area for wheelchair use shall be protected by a barrier. - We are not clear what is required here. Typically, with a front lift which is what floor plan shows, there is a barrier to the left of the entrance door, one behind the driver and one behind the lift. The way it is worded it sounds like a barrier is required in between each wheelchair.  This is not possible as it will hinder wheelchair movement. Request standard type configuration as indicated above be accepted. – Standard type of configuration is accepted.

11.6 - Specifications call for "grid seat springs" - According to the seat manufacturer, Freedman seating Co., only Go-ES Space Saver fold a way seat and the 3PT fixed seats have the flex-o-later wire grid springs. While these seats both have the spring seat support system, they do have a slightly different appearance.  The seat   that most closely looks like the GO-ES Space saver Foldaway is the GO-ES SEAT but this seat does not offer spring seat support. We recommend that WisDOT require/accept the GO-ES Spacesaver Foldaway and Freedman 3PT fixed seat. Attached in "EXHIBIT A" are brochures on the various seats. – Spring seats will not be required. Recommended seat will be accepted but not required. 

11.6 - Specifications call for 6 (line item 9) and 7 (line item 11) double and flip down/up seats and then makes reference to bolt on legs. - Typically hand rails are not installed on seat back against rear wall as there is no benefit for having them. Please advise if these can be provided for all seats except those against the wall. – Approved, seats against the wall do not need a hand rail.

11.6 - Specifications call for foldaway seat when stowed to protrude no more than 12" from wall. - If agreed please amend to read no more than 13" form wall. If the 3PT foldaway is desired, amend to 16" from wall. - Approved, no minimum distance from locked seat position to interior floor.

13.3 - Specifications call for back up camera/monitor and be OEM supplied. - A backup camera/monitor is not available from Ford as an OEM option for chassis used for shuttle bus application.  So we request approval of system installed by bus builder that incorporates a camera and 7" monitor that is integrated into the rear view mirror. See "EXHIBIT B" for information on this system – Aftermarket backup camera and monitor are approved

14.1 - Specifications call for air conditioning to be roof mounted and Specification calls for "Quick Click" or equivalent refrigerant fittings. - We are interpreting this to mean the "condenser" is to be roof mounted with evaporator mounted on the inside ceiling against the back wall. Other option would be for a roof mounted system that is totally integrated (condenser/evaporator) as one unit. This is not very typical of smaller bus application due to all the weight on the roof and the much higher cost. Please clarify how system is to be configured. - Condenser is roof mounted.

	We are assuming the AC system needs to have two compressors and the two systems totally independent of each other. Please confirm. – AC systems can be two systems. 


	We request approval equal to use Burgaflex fittings which are widely used in the bus industry. See "EXHIBIT C" for information on these fittings. – Approved 


15.2 - Specifications call for rubber flooring with ribbed in aisle and smooth under seats. - Rubber flooring of this type is not widely used anymore. Availability from the manufacturer is not reliable and it adds weight to the vehicle. More common type flooring used now is composite type material such as that offered by Gerflor or Altro. This floor offers a cleaner look, has less weight, is durable and easy to clean meets all ADA and FMVSS requirements. Request approval of acceptance to offer this type of flooring in lieu of rubber. See "EXHIBIT D" for information on flooring proposed. - Approved


15.4 - Specifications call for steps in stepwell to have the ability to be heated. - Thermostatically controlled electric heat can be provided to step treads. Clarification we request is that this does not apply to each step tread but to the first step tread which is normal application. Correct? - Approved. First step shall be headed but additional steps do not have to be heated.

15.7 - Specifications call for a rub rail located at seat level and one 9" above the floor line and be of a corrugated or ribbed steel. - This appears to be a school bus type specification. Typica commercial rub rails are supplied at floor height and are much more aesthetically pleasing than school bus type. Request deletion of the rails as originally specified and require a heavy duty transit style rub rail at floor height. - Rub rail specifications come from Wisconsin Trans Rule 301, and the vehicle must adhere to these requirements if it meets the weight requirements. 
	Trans 301.28 Rub rails.
	(1) Every HSV originally manufactured to federal and state school bus standards with a GVWR of more than 10,000 pounds shall comply with the following requirements:
	(a) There shall be one rub rail located approximately at seat level which shall extend from the rear side of the service door to the rear of the vehicle and one rub rail located on the left side from the front to the rear.
	(b) There shall be one rub rail located between the floor line and 9 inches above the floor line. It shall extend over the same longitudinal distance as the upper rub rail, except where it meets the wheel housing, and which may terminate at the radii of the right and left rear corners.
	(c) Rub rails shall be constructed of 16 gauge longitudinally corrugated or ribbed steel of at least 4 inch width. Each rub rail flange shall be attached at each body post. Pressed-in or snap-on rails are not permitted.
	Trans 301.28(2)(2) An HSV with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less is not required to have rub rails.


16.1 - Specifications call for upper glass in passenger service door to be "hermetically" sealed or the vehicle shall be equipped with a defrosting devise - We are not aware of any "hermetically" sealed entrance door glass nor a defrosting system for the upper glass. In additional the door glass is one-piece top to bottom.  What is typically offered, and in pervious WisDOT vehicles, is a defogger type fan that is mounted to the right side of the dash area that directs air on the door glass to prevent fogging of the glass. Request that defroster type dash fan be accepted as approval to meet the intended need.

Service door must adhere to specifications in Wisconsin Trans Rule 301: 
Trans 301.30 Service door. 
(1) Service door shall be located on right side of vehicle. 
(2) Service door shall be so designed as to prevent accidental opening. Page 30 of 48 

(3) In a vehicle of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR, the lower as well as upper panels shall be of safety glass as follows: 
Trans 301.30(3)(a) 
(a) The bottom of the lower glass panel may not be more than 35 inches from the ground when vehicle is unloaded. 
(b) The upper glass shall be hermetically sealed or the vehicle shall be equipped with a defrosting device to assure the driver has a clear view out of the service door glass. 
History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82; renum. (1) to be Trans 301.03 (8) and am., renum. (2) to (4) to be (1) to (3) and am. (3), Register, April, 1997, No. 496, eff. 5-1-97.

	Defogger type fan that is used to prevent fogging of the glass is accepted.


16.4 - Makes reference to a "left side emergency door" - This also sounds like a larger school bus specification. Commercial type shuttle buses like needed for this procurement do not offer left side emergency doors or are they required by law. Request removal of this requirement. – Emergency door shall be in rear, not on the left side. 
	
	Specifications call for "Emergency Exit" signs that are white letters on red background - Request approval of these signs to have red letters on white background. This is more typical of the industry. - Approved. Wisconsin Trans 301 Rule only states that the letters be of contrasting or conspicuous colors.









LINE 11 MEDIUM LG. BUS (12/2 SEATING) 



1.2 - Specifications call for 176" wheelbase - For this capacity of bus a 158" wheelbase will be ample. Request this be changed to 158" minimum. - 176 inches is accepted but should be the minimum. We do not want a smaller body or chassis on this line item.

1.3 - Calls for overall length of 261 - Request this dimension be a minimum requirement. - 176 inches is accepted but should be the minimum. We do not want a smaller body or chassis on this line item.

1.4 - Calls for overall exterior width to be 94" - Request this be changed to 96" maximum excluding exterior mirrors or wheel flares - Approved

3.6 - Specifications calls for stainless steel exhaust - Request approval of exhaust that is made up of either stainless steel and/or aluminized steel. Both are corrosion and heat resistant and will meet FMVSS and EPA requirements. – Request approved. 

4.4 - Specifications call for wheel covers (hubcaps) - There are no hubcaps that we are aware of that works with dual rear wheel units. Request this either be changed to stainless steel wheel inserts or simply leave wheels painted white as specified under 4.3 and remove this section. – Request Approved. This specification can be eliminated. Hubcaps are not required

7.6 - Specifications call for low pressure tire warning system - This type system is not available on Ford E series cutaway chassis needed for this project.  Request this requirement be deleted. – Request Approved. Requirement is deleted

9.6 - Specifications call for a 7 inch round third brake light. -  We request approval to use a 4" round brake light that is LED and typical style for buses of the type required. Also this light matches the other standard lights. - Approved

11.1 - Specifications call for FTA foam in driver's seat.- According to the seat manufacturer, Freedman Seating Co., there is not a driver seat available with FTA foam. So, please delete this requirement. - FTA foam requirement can be eliminated for this line.

11.3 - Specifications call for the most forward seat behind an open area for wheelchair use shall be protected by a barrier. - We are not clear what is required here. Typically, with a front lift which is what floor plan shows, there is a barrier to the left of the entrance door, one behind the driver and one behind the lift. The way it is worded it sounds like a barrier is required in between each wheelchair.  This is not possible as it will hinder wheelchair movement. Request standard type configuration as indicated above be accepted. – Standard type of configuration is accepted.

11.6 - Specifications call for "grid seat springs" - According to the seat manufacturer, Freedman seating Co., only Go-ES Space Saver fold a way seat and the 3PT fixed seats have the flex-o-later wire grid springs. While these seats both have the spring seat support system, they do have a slightly different appearance.  The seat   that most closely looks like the GO-ES Space saver Foldaway is the GO-ES SEAT but this seat does not offer spring seat support. We recommend that WisDOT require/accept the GO-ES Spacesaver Foldaway and Freedman 3PT fixed seat. Attached in "EXHIBIT A" are brochures on the various seats. – Spring seats will not be required. Recommended seat will be accepted but not required. 

11.6 - Specifications call for 6 (line item 9) and 7 (line item 11) double and flip down/up seats and then makes reference to bolt on legs. - Typically hand rails are not installed on seat back against rear wall as there is no benefit for having them. Please advise if these can be provided for all seats except those against the wall. – Approved, seats against the wall do not need a hand rail.

11.6 - Specifications call for foldaway seat when stowed to protrude no more than 12" from wall. - If agreed please amend to read no more than 13" form wall. If the 3PT foldaway is desired, amend to 16" from wall. - Approved, no minimum distance from locked seat position to interior floor.

13.3 - Specifications call for back up camera/monitor and be OEM supplied. - A backup camera/monitor is not available from Ford as an OEM option for chassis used for shuttle bus application.  So we request approval of system installed by bus builder that incorporates a camera and 7" monitor that is integrated into the rear view mirror. See "EXHIBIT B" for information on this system – Aftermarket backup camera and monitor are approved

14.1 - Specifications call for air conditioning to be roof mounted and Specification calls for "Quick Click" or equivalent refrigerant fittings. - We are interpreting this to mean the "condenser" is to be roof mounted with evaporator mounted on the inside ceiling against the back wall. Other option would be for a roof mounted system that is totally integrated (condenser/evaporator) as one unit. This is not very typical of smaller bus application due to all the weight on the roof and the much higher cost. Please clarify how system is to be configured. - Condenser is roof mounted.

	We are assuming the AC system needs to have two compressors and the two systems totally independent of each other. Please confirm. – AC systems can be two systems. 


	We request approval equal to use Burgaflex fittings which are widely used in the bus industry. See "EXHIBIT C" for information on these fittings. – Approved 


15.2 - Specifications call for rubber flooring with ribbed in aisle and smooth under seats. - Rubber flooring of this type is not widely used anymore. Availability from the manufacturer is not reliable and it adds weight to the vehicle. More common type flooring used now is composite type material such as that offered by Gerflor or Altro. This floor offers a cleaner look, has less weight, is durable and easy to clean meets all ADA and FMVSS requirements. Request approval of acceptance to offer this type of flooring in lieu of rubber. See "EXHIBIT D" for information on flooring proposed. - Approved


15.4 - Specifications call for steps in stepwell to have the ability to be heated. - Thermostatically controlled electric heat can be provided to step treads. Clarification we request is that this does not apply to each step tread but to the first step tread which is normal application. Correct? - Approved. First step shall be headed but additional steps do not have to be heated.

15.7 - Specifications call for a rub rail located at seat level and one 9" above the floor line and be of a corrugated or ribbed steel. - This appears to be a school bus type specification. Typica commercial rub rails are supplied at floor height and are much more aesthetically pleasing than school bus type. Request deletion of the rails as originally specified and require a heavy duty transit style rub rail at floor height. - Rub rail specifications come from Wisconsin Trans Rule 301, and the vehicle must adhere to these requirements if it meets the weight requirements. 
	Trans 301.28 Rub rails.
	(1) Every HSV originally manufactured to federal and state school bus standards with a GVWR of more than 10,000 pounds shall comply with the following requirements:
	(a) There shall be one rub rail located approximately at seat level which shall extend from the rear side of the service door to the rear of the vehicle and one rub rail located on the left side from the front to the rear.
	(b) There shall be one rub rail located between the floor line and 9 inches above the floor line. It shall extend over the same longitudinal distance as the upper rub rail, except where it meets the wheel housing, and which may terminate at the radii of the right and left rear corners.
	(c) Rub rails shall be constructed of 16 gauge longitudinally corrugated or ribbed steel of at least 4 inch width. Each rub rail flange shall be attached at each body post. Pressed-in or snap-on rails are not permitted.
	Trans 301.28(2)(2) An HSV with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less is not required to have rub rails.


16.1 - Specifications call for upper glass in passenger service door to be "hermetically" sealed or the vehicle shall be equipped with a defrosting devise - We are not aware of any "hermetically" sealed entrance door glass nor a defrosting system for the upper glass. In additional the door glass is one-piece top to bottom.  What is typically offered, and in pervious WisDOT vehicles, is a defogger type fan that is mounted to the right side of the dash area that directs air on the door glass to prevent fogging of the glass. Request that defroster type dash fan be accepted as approval to meet the intended need.

Service door must adhere to specifications in Wisconsin Trans Rule 301: 
Trans 301.30 Service door. 
(1) Service door shall be located on right side of vehicle. 
(2) Service door shall be so designed as to prevent accidental opening. Page 30 of 48 

(3) In a vehicle of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR, the lower as well as upper panels shall be of safety glass as follows: 
Trans 301.30(3)(a) 
(a) The bottom of the lower glass panel may not be more than 35 inches from the ground when vehicle is unloaded. 
(b) The upper glass shall be hermetically sealed or the vehicle shall be equipped with a defrosting device to assure the driver has a clear view out of the service door glass. 
History: Cr. Register, March, 1982, No. 315, eff. 4-1-82; renum. (1) to be Trans 301.03 (8) and am., renum. (2) to (4) to be (1) to (3) and am. (3), Register, April, 1997, No. 496, eff. 5-1-97.

	Defogger type fan that is used to prevent fogging of the glass is accepted.


16.4 - Makes reference to a "left side emergency door" - This also sounds like a larger school bus specification. Commercial type shuttle buses like needed for this procurement do not offer left side emergency doors or are they required by law. Request removal of this requirement. – Emergency door shall be in rear, not on the left side. 
	
	Specifications call for "Emergency Exit" signs that are white letters on red background - Request approval of these signs to have red letters on white background. This is more typical of the industry. - Approved. Wisconsin Trans 301 Rule only states that the letters be of contrasting or conspicuous colors.
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