
This presentation is for a project on WIS 70 between County H and the US 45 north in 
the city of Eagle River and town of Lincoln, Vilas County.

An in-person meeting is not planned based on public health guidance to limit public 
gatherings.

All meeting materials, including the handout with a comment form, are posted 
on the design website for this project. https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-
region/nc/wis70vilas/default.aspx

If you have any questions, please contact WisDOT Project Manager, Dan Erva
at 715-365-5776. Deaf or hard of hearing persons needing assistance should contact 
the Wisconsin Telecommunications Relay system (dial 711). 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nc/wis70vilas/default.aspx


Public Involvement
WIS 17/70

County H to US 45 north

Comment Period: 
June 18, 2020 to July 14, 2020



Project team

• WisDOT North Central Region
 Dan Erva, P.E. – Project Manager

• MSA Professional Services, Inc.
 Sean Spromberg, P.E. – Consultant Designer



Event objectives

• Project location
• Project purpose and need
• Proposed improvements
• Real estate needs
• Access modification
• Construction staging
• Current project schedule
• Discussion



Project location



Purpose and need

• WIS 17/70 importance
 Regional route for truck and passenger vehicles
 Primary route between Rhinelander and Saint Germain to Eagle River

• WisDOT’s objective is to ensure the safe and efficient 
operations of the state’s highway system while supporting 
local access.



Purpose and need

• Identified needs
 Deteriorating pavement and curb and gutter.
 Roadway drainage infrastructure is deteriorating. 
 Existing curb ramps do not meet ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) 

standards.
 Pavement markings do not contain high intensity reflectivity and have faded 

over time decreasing safe visibility for motorists.  
 Poor drainage and erosion issues in the wayside/boat landing located 

southeast of the WIS 17/ 70 intersection. 
 The WIS 17/70 intersection layout will be evaluated to reduce crashes. 
 Evaluation of the existing driving lanes between WIS 17 and US 45 north for 

a reduction of four lanes to three lanes to reduce crashes. 



WIS 17/70 proposed improvements

• Pavement resurfacing with additional improvements best 
addresses the project needs.
 Balances level of investment in the roadway system while achieving added 

pavement life.

WisDOT’s objective is to ensure the safe and efficient 
operations of the state’s highway system while supporting 
local access.



WIS 17/70 proposed improvements

• Improvements recommended to keep traffic moving 
safely and efficiently.
 Mill and overlay of the asphaltic pavement.
 Replacement of deteriorated curb and gutter.
 Spot inlet and drainage repairs to address deterioration.
 Upgrade curb ramps to meet ADA standards.
 New pavement marking. 
 Improve drainage in the wayside/boat landing located southeast of the WIS 

17/70 intersection.
 Perform island and pavement marking improvements at the WIS 17/70 

intersection.
 From WIS 17 to US 45 north: assess a four lane to three reduction, to 

improve safety for vehicles, bicyclists, and snowmobiles.



Curb ramp improvements

• Existing curb ramps will be improved to meet ADA standards.



WIS 17 and WIS 70 intersection

• Reconstruct islands, install new pavement markings and 
signage to improve safety.



Four lane to three lane reduction
• Assess lane 

reductions for safety 
and operational 
benefits for vehicles 
as well as bicycles, 
pedestrians and 
snowmobiles.

• Three lanes tend to 
reduce crash rates, 
especially for left turns 
and rear ends.



Real estate needs

• Minor permanent fee and temporary limited easements 
are needed
 Curb ramp improvements

• Acquisition process
 WisDOT will acquire real estate 
 Individual property owner meetings will be held
 Begin real estate acquisitions in fall 2020

• Landowner rights brochure on the project website



Access modifications

• Six existing curb cut locations have been identified for 
driveway entrances that do not lead to a driveway.
 Direct mailings and coordination will occur with property owners.



Proposed construction staging

• Maintaining safety and mobility are important during 
construction

• Proposed traffic impacts
 Flagging operations
 Single lane closures
 Shoulder closures
 Pedestrian staging during curb ramp work
 Local and emergency access will be maintained

• Work staged outside of area events



Current project schedule

• Preliminary plans – December 2020
• Local official meetings – May 2020
• Public involvement – June 2020
• Final environmental document – July 2020
• Final right of way plat – September 2020
• Right of way acquisition – Fall 2020 to Spring 2021
• Final plans – August 2021
• Construction – Summer/Fall 2022



Project Website
Visit: WisconsinDOT.gov



Questions and input

Provide comments by July 14, 2020
 Via written comment form on back of handout 

Dan Erva
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
510 Hanson Lake Road
Rhinelander, WI 54501
 Via fillable form on design website
 Via email

Daniel.Erva@dot.wi.gov
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