US 2 Bong Bridge over St. Louis River

Douglas County, WI and St. Louis County, MN

August 2024

Project Description

To address existing safety and structural conditions on the US 2
bridge over the St. Louis River between Superior, WI, and
Duluth, MN, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation
(WisDQT) is proposing the following improvements:

+ Performing spot painting of the main span on the tied-arch
bridge.

4 Making concrete surface repairs to the bridge abutments.

4 Placing a concrete sealer on the bridge deck.

<+ Replacing the rubber strip seal membranes on the main
span’s joints.

4 Replacing light poles and bases on the Minnesota half of
the bridge, Minnesota on- and off-ramps and the Wisconsin
approach.

Project Update
Design

The design team currently is working on developing structure and
lighting plans, which are to be completed by winter 2024.

Traffic and Sidewalk Impacts

With the proposed work on the bridge, staged traffic control with
lane closures will be required.

<+ A minimum of one lane of traffic will be maintained in each
direction on US 2 during construction.

4+ Various stages will require the bridge’s on and off-ramps on
the Minnesota side to be closed and detoured.

& The existing sidewalk on the bridge will be closed while the
outer lanes are closed for the structure work. This closure is
anticipated to be in place for two to three weeks.

Construction

Construction is expected to take approximately two months.
Real Estate

None; all work will be within the existing US 2 right of way.
Bridge

Construction on the Richard I. Bong Memorial Bridge, the second

longest in Wisconsin, began in 1979. Owned by Wisconsin and
Minnesota, the structure opened to traffic in 1985.

Wisconsin Department of Transportation — Dedicated people

creating transportation solutions through innovation and
excellent service.

Project Schedule

4 August 2024: Hold public meeting.

& October 2024: Complete
environmental document.

< November 2024: Complete final
design.

4 Summer 2025: Begin and complete
construction.

Project Contacts

Philip Keppers

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Project Manager

(715) 395-3027
philip.keppers@dot.wi.gov

Jeff Abramson

Ayres Associates

Design Project Manager

(715) 834-3161
abramsonj@ayresassociates.com

Christena T. O’Brien

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Communications Manager

(715) 833-9814, (715) 828-9471
christena.obrien@dot.wi.gov

Project Website

& https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/
projects/by-region/nw/
us2bongbridge/default.aspx
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