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April 4, 2018  Project Update 
US 2 / 53 - East 2nd Street Resurfacing Projects 

WisDOT looks at the ways to handle traffic during construction, throughout the project design process. Thought must be 
given to through traffic as well as to businesses, tourists, public events, and emergency services. The way traffic is 
handled needs to be coordinated with affected people and local units of government. Options are discussed at public 
involvement meetings.  

Additional costs borne by motorists and the community at-large, are considered when determining the value of a detour. 
An option that always should be considered is the shortest detour that will provide an adequate route at a reasonable 
cost. Local officials are responsible for maintenance of the local streets. Selection of alternative routes or detours for 
highway construction are closely coordinated with local officials.  

WisDOT has taken a hard look at alternative routes and staging options for the E 2nd Street resurfacing project.  WisDOT 
started looking at the ways of handling the traffic using City Public Works staff input.  WisDOT used professional traffic 
engineers and current traffic data to investigate possible work zone alternatives. 

Four initial work zone alternatives were considered for feasibility and impacts: 
• Alternative 1: Maintain all traffic on US 2/ US 53 
• Alternative 2: Detour all US 2/ US 53 traffic to 5th Street 
• Alternative 3: Detour all truck / freight traffic to 5th Street 
• Alternative 4: Detour all southbound US 2/ US 53 traffic to 5th Street 

Alternative 1 and Alternative 3 were both feasible. Alternative 3 included a higher number of minor impacts. Alternative 
1 had major impacts.  Impacts for Alternative 1 included: traffic delays; complex staging; additional costs for staging 
construction activities; difficulty rehabilitating the bridge structure; increased construction time.  Alternative 3 (Detour 
all US2/US 53 Truck / Freight Traffic to 5th Street) was the initial recommendation brought to the City. WisDOT met with 
Local Officials, who weighed in on the need for additional options and ways of handling the traffic.  

Productive discussion led to the most recent options:  
A. 5th Street Truck Detour/ Alternative Vehicle Route: 31st Street to 5th Street to Belknap Street (US 2) 
B. Truck Detour:  31st Ave E to E 5th St to 24th Ave E (Stinson) to N 56th St to Tower Ave (STH 35) to Belknap St (US 2) 
C. Truck Detour (no trucks wider than 11 feet): 22nd Ave E to E 5th St to 24th Ave E (Stinson) to N 56th St to Tower 

Ave (STH 35) to Belknap St (US 2) 
D. Truck Detour (no trucks wider than 11 feet): 18th Ave E to E Hill Ave to 24th Ave E (Stinson) to N 56th St to Tower 

Ave (STH 35) to Belknap St (US 2) 
E. MAINTAIN TRAFFIC ON US 2/US 53, EAST 2ND STREET WITH MAINLINE RESTRICTED TURNING  

(no trucks wider than 11 feet) 
 

Public Involvement suggestions and comments were appreciated. Constructive public 
participation and resident input has led to several new ideas for using Option E. 

To use Option E, where traffic is maintained on US 2/ US 53, the way to construct the roadway 
must be studied in detail for the construction plan and traffic safety. Based on the ways to 
construct the project, traffic data will need to be re-examined with professional traffic engineers. 
Option E could impact emergency vehicle traffic.  The local police, fire, and ambulance services 
still need to be given the opportunity to review and comment on Option E.  Emergency services 
may require alternative routes. 
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