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US 63,  South Polk County Line to County J 
Mill and Overlay & Pedestrian 
Underpass Replacement Project
Polk County, Wisconsin  |  June 18, 2020

WisDOT project ID’s: 1550-02-06 & 1550-06-05



WisDOT Project Manager:
Jessica Bowker

718 West Clairemont Ave.
Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 577.2963
Jessica.Bowker@dot.wi.gov

SEH, Inc. Project Manager:
Vance Powers, PE (WI)

1701 West Knapp Street Suite B
Rice Lake, WI 54868

(715) 861.1945
vpowers@sehinc.com

Visit the WisDOT Project Infomation Site at:
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-

region/nw/us63polk/default.aspx

Project Contact 
Information:

 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/us63polk/default.aspx


• The purpose of the project is to preserve and improve the safety 
and functionality of US 63. 

• The existing pavement is deteriorated and the guardrail requires 
upgrading.  Lining or replacement of some existing deteriorating 
culvert pipes may be necessary.

• Routine pavement maintenance of the roadway is no longer 
feasible due to the extent of the deteriorated pavement 
condition.

• Originally constructed in 1959, an additional overlay was placed 
in 1977 and widened by paved shoulders in 1988.  The last 
maintenance cycle occurred in 1998 when a 3.5-inch overlay 
was performed. 

Purpose and need of the 
proposed USH 63 projects: 



• The existing County Highway A/F intersection on the west 
side of Clear Lake approaches US 63 at a skewed angle from 
both directions.  This skew angle is a likely cause of crashes 
at the intersection.

• The existing pedestrian underpass located under US 63 near 
the 7th Street intersection was constructed in 1958, has 
reached the end of its service life and is showing structural 
distress that requires attention.  The underpass is also 
undersized and not lighted.

Purpose and need of the 
proposed USH 63 projects 

(continued):
 



Project 
Location 
Map: 

BEGIN PROJECT

END PROJECT

County Highway A/F 
Intersection 
Reconstruction

7th Street 
Pedestrian Underpass



Proposed Improvements:
US 63

 

• Improvements to US 63 would consist of a surface mill of the 
existing pavement followed by the placement of a new upper 
layer of asphalt. 

• Guardrail that does not meet current safety standards would be 
replaced.  

• New pavement marking would also be installed following the 
paving work.  

• The County Highway A/F and US 63 intersection will have 
minor adjustments to improve geometrical safety concerns. 



Proposed Improvements:
Pedestrian Underpass

 

• The pedestrian 
underpass near 7th Street 
provides a safe 
alternative for pedestrians 
and bicycles to access 
the City Park. 

• The project would replace 
the existing box culvert 
with a 10' wide by 8' high 
structure, including 
lighting inside the 
pedestrian underpass. 

• The underpass will be 
lengthened to eliminate 
the guardrail hazard 
along the highway.



Real Estate Needs:
 

• A Transportation Project Plat (TPP) may be created to allow for 
the temporary used of lands outside of the existing right of way.

• If a Transportation Project Plat is required, we anticipate the 
needs will be very limited and only in spot locations.

• Some areas or examples include: culvert pipe work, intersection 
grading work and the pedestrian underpass replacement.

• The most common type is called a temporary limited easement 
(TLE).  TLEs are typically used for work room or slope blending 
on a temporary basis.  



Proposed Traffic Impacts:
 

Project Location USH 63 CONSTRUCTED 
USING FLAGGING 

OPERATIONS
Roadway will be open to through 
traffic during construction. Short 

delays could be possible. Access for 
business and emergency traffic will 

be accommodated at all times.



Proposed Traffic Impacts:
 

• Access to businesses and homes will be provided.  Very short term 
access restrictions will occur as the operation passes by. 

• Only minor work at driveways to the limits of the edge of shoulder 
is anticipated.

Photo of a typical mill and overlay construction process.



Proposed Traffic Impacts:
 

County Highway A/F 
intersection would be 
staged.  Short term 

flagging operations likely 
to be used.



Proposed Traffic Impacts:
 

7th Street Pedestrian 
Underpass would likely 
be staged, temporary 
traffic signals will be 

required.  The trail will 
be closed, pedestrians 
crossing US 63 will be 
accommodated at the 

traffic signals.



• Federal funds: 80%

• State funds: 20% 

• Estimated cost:                
Paving:      $4,200,000  
Underpass:  $340,000

 

Construction Costs:



JUNE 2020 –
JULY 2020 

• Preliminary 
Plans

• Environmental 
Documentation

DEC 2020 –
MAY 2022

• 90% Design

• Final Design

MAY 2023 –
OCT 2023

• Anticipated 
Construction 
Timeframe

AUG 2020 –
NOV 2020

• 60% Design

• Design Study 
Report

• Traffic 
Management 
Plan

 

Project Schedule:



```Questions, comments or need more info?

 

WisDOT Project Manager:
Jessica Bowker

718 West Clairemont Ave.
Eau Claire, WI 54701

(715) 577.2963
Jessica.Bowker@dot.wi.gov

SEH, Inc. Project Manager:
Vance Powers, PE (WI)

1701 West Knapp Street Suite B
Rice Lake, WI 54868

(715) 861.1945
vpowers@sehinc.com

Visit the WisDOT Project Infomation Site 
at:

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-
region/nw/us63polk/default.aspx

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/us63polk/default.aspx
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