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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to this virtual public information meeting on projects 1550-02-03/07 that aims to address deficiencies on US 63 at the Branch Rush River Bridge and Spruce Street intersection, both in the St. Croix County village of Baldwin.



Presentation Agenda

• Project Limits
• Project Purpose 
• Alternatives
• Project Impacts
• Schedule
• Contact Information

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The presentation will include the project limits, project purpose, alternatives, project impacts, project schedule and contact information.



Project Limits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project will begin 1,000 feet north of Fern Drive and end 430 feet south of Cedar Street.



Project Purpose

• Built in 1939
 Poor deck condition

• Replaced in 1988
 Old, rusting girders
 Rotting timber 

supports and wing                     
walls

Rotting wood 
piling & timbersRusting old 

steel girders

Deck was replaced 34 years 
ago and is deteriorating 

under the asphalt overlay. Bridge Deficiencies

East side of structure 
looking west

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Built in 1939, the structure over the Branch Rush River is nearing the end of its useful life. The deck, replaced in 1988, is in poor condition; the old girders are rusting, and the timber supports and wing walls are rotting.



Project Purpose

• No southbound left-turn 
lane
 Blocks southbound 

through traffic
 Results in rear-end 

crashes

Intersection Deficiencies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Southbound traffic encounters vehicles blocking the lane when a motorist is waiting to turn left onto Spruce Street, resulting in rear-end crashes.



Alternatives

• No build
• Replace the bridge and widen US 63 

and add a center turn lane

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The no-build alternative would leave the highway as is. This is the least expensive option, but if nothing is done, the bridge condition would worsen over time, and the rear-end crashes at Spruce Street would not be addressed.Under the second option, the existing bridge over the Branch Rush River would be removed and replaced with a new concrete slab structure meeting current standards. US 63 would be widened to build a center turn lane for southbound traffic wanting to turn left onto Spruce Street. This is the more expensive option and comes with property and construction impacts. However, the new structure will be built to current standards, and the addition of the turn lane will reduce the number of crashes and allow through traffic to continue.



Alternatives
Bridge Replacement with Turn Lane

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The recommended alternative is bridge replacement with a new center turn lane. Here is the proposed cross section of US 63 from the bridge north.



Project Impacts
Property

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Right-of-way needs will be refined during design. Currently, WisDOT anticipates needing to acquire 1.16 acre of temporary easements and 0.45 acre of permanent property. In addition, it’s anticipated the project will impact land near the Baldwin Cemetery. The widened roadway will result in the northbound lane and slopes affecting the open space between US 63 and the cemetery fence, an area that is currently part of the cemetery property.



Project Impacts
Traffic
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• US 63 open during construction
 Temporary bypass road on the west side of US 63
 Temporary connection to Spruce Street
 Access maintained to all properties
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
US 63 runs north to south in Baldwin, but the map is show on its side, so you can see proposed traffic impacts more clearly. During construction:US 63 will remain open to traffic, and motorists will use:A temporary bypass built west of the existing highway.A temporary connection to Spruce Street.Access will be maintained to properties in the work zone.



Schedule

• April 2022: Preliminary plans drafted.
• July 2023: Final design and real estate 

acquisition begins.
• May 2024: Final plans completed.
• September 2024: Bids solicited.
• 2025: Construction.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is a lot to do between now and actual construction. Here are key dates in the upcoming schedule.	



Contact Information
• Ross Johnson, P.E., Consultant Design Manager
 (715) 579-4175
 rjohnson@cbssquaredinc.com

• Cameron Shiffer, P.E., WisDOT Consultant Project Manager
 (715) 495-2196
 cshiffer@correinc.com

• Christena T. O’Brien, WisDOT Communications Manager
 (715) 828-9471
 christena.obrien@dot.wi.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you have questions or comments regarding the proposed work, please reach out to these project staff.

mailto:cshiffer@correinc.com
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