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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the public involvement meeting for the US 63 Branch Willow River Bridge project in St. Croix County. The purpose of this virtual public involvement meeting is to share some basic information about the upcoming project and how it will impact local traffic, property owners, and stakeholders. 



Project Information
• Project Staff
Project Manager – Jessica Bowker, WisDOT
Project Supervisor – Tyler Rongstad, P.E., WisDOT
Project Leader – Nick Maki, WisDOT
Communications Manager – Christena O’Brien, WisDOT

• Project Design Website
 https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/us63willowriverbridge/default.aspx

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Provided is a list of key staff members working on this project.  Also shown is a link to the project website, where additional information, including a comment form, can be found.  The project website may also be found by going to wisconsindot.gov, select the Projects and Studies dropdown in the blue ribbon and click on highway projects and studies. From there, click on Northwest to select the region, scroll down and click on the project description (US 63 Branch Willow River Bridge)

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/by-region/nw/us63willowriverbridge/default.aspx


Agenda
• Project Location
• Purpose and Need
• Proposed Improvements
• Traffic Impacts
• Project Schedule
• Public Comment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The presentation will follow the outline shown here, discussing where the project is located, why the project is needed, what the project involves, impacts to traffic, the project schedule, and information on how to submit your comments to the design team.



Project Location
• St. Croix County
• US 63
• Clear Lake – Baldwin
• Located between the towns of Cylon

and Forest
• 0.6 mile north of the US 63/WIS 64

intersection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project is located in northeastern St. Croix County on US 63 between Clear Lake and Baldwin, approximately 0.6 mile north of WIS 64.



Project Location

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s a map showing the project location.



Purpose and Need

• Restore, maintain, and preserve the service life of the bridge.
• Maintain US 63 as a high-priority route.
• Branch Willow River Bridge B-55-0055:
Originally constructed in 1962.
Deck overlaid in 1982.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this project is to extend the service life of the Branch Willow River Bridge to continue to carry traffic safely on US 63. The bridge deck has reached the end of its useful lifespan; the rest of the structure is still serviceable, only requiring minor repairs to remain in use. 



Purpose and Need
Bridge Deck Deterioration

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shown here is the current condition of the bridge deck. The structure was built 60 years ago, and its deck was overlaid with concrete 40 years ago. Since then, numerous asphalt patches have been placed to extend the life of the bridge deck.



Purpose and Need
Bridge Abutment Repairs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The existing bridge abutments (that hold up the bridge deck) are in good condition, but minor repair work is needed to continue their service.



Proposed Improvements

• Replacement of bridge deck
• Repair spalling on bridge abutments
• Repair exposed rebar on girder
• Replace paved approaches on both sides of bridge
• Complete incidental work as required

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on its most recent structure inspections, the Branch Willow River Bridge overall is in satisfactory condition. Because of this, rehabilitation of the structure, not full replacement, is planned. To rehabilitate the bridge, the existing deck will be removed and replaced with a new deck. The existing girders and abutments are in good condition and will be undergo minor repairs prior to placing the new bridge deck. Rehabilitating these components of the structure will extend the service life of the bridge, providing the public with a continued safe travel route along US 63.



Traffic Impacts
• During construction:
US 63 closed to through traffic

• Detour for non-local traffic: US 63 
to WIS 46 to US 8 and vice versa

Access to properties in work 
zone maintained

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During construction, US 63 will be closed to through traffic, and a detour will be utilized. The planned detour route will go from US 63 to WIS 46 to US 8 for non-local traffic, while local traffic, including emergency services, may utilize other local routes surrounding the bridge closure. Construction signing will be provided to direct traffic along the entire detour. Access to properties and businesses will be maintained throughout construction; although, nearby access points (driveways) may be impacted for short-duration closures when necessary work is performed in the area. Coordination will be ongoing with local property owners during construction. 



Project Schedule
• Begin preliminary design – Spring 2021
• Complete preliminary design – Summer 2022
• Complete environmental document – Summer 2022
• Submit final plans – Spring 2024
• Bid letting – Fall 2024
• Construction – Summer 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Preliminary design on this project has already begun. Design work is anticipated to be completed by the spring of 2024, with the project going out for bids later in the fall. Construction is anticipated to begin in the summer of 2025 and will be completed in approximately one to two months time once construction begins.



Public Comment
Questions and comments for this project are being 

accepted through July 8, 2022, by:
• Email: Jessica.Bowker@dot.wi.gov
• Phone: (715) 577-2963
• Mail: Wisconsin Department of Transportation

Attn: Jessica Bowker (US 63 St. Croix)
718 W. Clairemont Ave.
Eau Claire, WI 54701

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are asking members of the public for their input on the proposed project as we navigate through the design phase prior to construction. Questions, comments, or concerns about this project should be directed to Jessica Bowker, the WisDOT project manager. Comments will be accepted through July 8, 2022. Thank you for taking the time to review this presentation.
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